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THE LIFE AND DEATH OF
JULIUS CAESAR

Jurtus Caesar! is usually known as the first
of the emperors or single rulers of Rome. In her
early days Rome was ruled by a body of her
best citizens, and it was the custom and pride
of the Romans to put the good of their country
before their own advantage.2 But gradually,
as Rome became more powerful and spread her
rule over many peoples, the citizens of Rome
lost much of their old patriotism, and instead
of working for the general good, they3 split
into parties under party leaders. These were
constantly fighting against one another, each
secking his party’s advantage.

" At the time this play begins, a struggle
between two powerful leaders, Pompey* and
Julius Caesar, had recently ended in the defeat
and death of Pompey; Caesar had just returned
to Rome fresh from victory,5 and was the most

1, Julius Caesar {‘dsuiljos 'sizze] — Aﬁ (PRE
H, BIGR. ATERY 100 44 £5).

2. to put the good of their country before their
own advantage — JERRNBFIMEMLF H ENRAEZ E.

3. instead of working for the general good,
they... — RS ALERIBN, ...

4. Pompey ['pompi] — A

5. fresh from victory — Pri188E.



powerful man in the State.

Perhaps at this stage in her history it
would have been best for Rome to be ruled
by one able man devoted to the good of the
people; but there were many who did not
believe this, and wanted to keep the old form
of government.

When Julius Caesar entered Rome to
celebrate his recent victory, the people, as was
their custom, enjoyed a general holiday, and
thronged the streets, eager publicly to applaud
and honour the victor. Not long before, they
had celebrated the many victories of Pompey,
who had conquered large territories for Rome
in eastern lands. But they were now just as
ready to do the same for his rival and con-
queror, Caesar.

As the people were gathering in the streets
in gay clothes and holiday mood, they were
met and addressed by their two tribunes.
These were officers of government whose special
duty it was to look after the interests of the
common citizens.* In their address the tribunes
reproached the idle mob for their ingratitude
to their former hero, Pompey.

‘O you hard hearts, you cruel men of
Rome,’ said one of the tribunes,

1. whose special duty it was to look after the
interests of the common citizens — By EFIREBE
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‘Kriew you not Pompey’ Many a time

and oft

Have you elimb’d up to wa.Ils and bat-
tlements,

To towers and windows, yea, to chim-
ney-tops,

Your infants in your arms, and there
have sat

The live-long day, with patient expecta-
tion,

To see great Pompey pass the streets ot
Rome.’*

The tribunes, who feared that Caesar might
win the people’s support and seize the sole
power, did not want them to be too favour-
able to him., So they tried to dissuade them
from2 assembling to greet him.

Caesar, on his return from victory, entered
the city in public procession, surrounded by
the leading citizens. With him were Mark
Antony,® who had been his chief officer in his
campaigns, and Brutus,! a leading senator and
his trusted friend. But there were some there

1. (X7 ‘RS RETHREE? FSREEPIREIRE L.
b HOBERE ANAREE. TEARRBERD
HE FRESSBER BRXOLERLOEER ATRE~EH
KFABRSFROEE. (F—EE—E)

2. to dissuade them from... — FH{UIRE....

3. Mark Antony ['ma:k '=ntenj] — Af.

4. Brutus ['bruztes] — A 4.




who envied Caesar his success and popularity.
Moreover, as it was the ancient custom of
Rome to be ruled by the Roman Senate, it
seemed a strange and dangerous thing to en-
trust the affairs of state to a single man,
however wise and public-spirited. So Caesar
had many enemies among the senators.

As the procession moved through the
streets, a soothsayer pushed his way out of the
crowd, toward Caesar, called on him by name,
and twice uttered the same words of warning:

‘Beware the Ides of March.™

But he was dismissed as an idle dreamer. The
procession passed on its way. Brutus, however,
having no mind for gaiety, drew to one side,
and chanced to find himself alone with an
acquaintance named Cassius.2 This man, though
openly a friend, had long been a secret enemy
of Caesar. And as they talked together, Cassius
soon discovered that Brutus, in spite of his
great friendship for Caesar, was afraid that
the people might offer him the kingship, and
that he might then misuse his power. So
Cassius began to belittle Caesar and tried to
arouse Brutus’ distrust of him.

He related to Brutus how Caesar challenged

1. ‘Beware the Ides of March’ — ‘4,0=H4HH!
(ides [aid2): WHFREB=ZA. /. A, +AW+R

HREMBAGHTZA.)
2. Cassius ['keesios] — A%.



him one cold day to swim with him out to a
certain point in the River Tiber.l According
to Cassius’ story Caesar's strength soon gave
out, and he might have drowned if Cassius had
not helped him back to shore. Other tales he
made up? to show that Caesar lacked spirit
and courage, and that he had no right to lord
it over others.?

‘Why, man, he doth bestride the narrow
world,
Like a Colossus; and we petty men
Walk under his huge legs, and peep about
To find ourselves dishonourable graves.
Men at some time are masters of their
fates:
The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our
stars,
But in ourselves, that we are underlings.’*
Thus speaking, Cassius suggested that no noble
Roman could let any single man enslave the
Roman pecople.

1. the River Tiber ['taibo} — R BRHH—ZT 2.

2. made up — §its BiE.

3. to lord it over others — FEBIASL FEIBIFHE: 8%
IME. ‘ ,

4. (B U8, BR. b EALMRSEXRRN
R RFRXEBNMILA— MM AR T T,
LhEEE, BAC]RPTCRNKE, AFIEN ALK
FETEAE ERBRFAZHTA RBOHV/RL, HE
LHRERMGEE, TERMEC. B89




Brutus was struck by! this warning, which
matched with his own anxieties; and he prom-
ised Cassius that he would think it over.
Speaking for himself he said:

‘Brutus had rather be a villager

Than to repute himself a son of Rome
Under these? hard conditions as this time
Is like to lay upon us.”8

By ‘these hard conditions’ he meant possible
tyranny, and Caesar as the tyrant.

They remained talking together long and
earnestly. Meantime the shouts of public ap-
plause sounded in the distance, where games
were being held in Caesar’s honour.t At length
the procession was seen returning from the
public games, and a friend of Cassius, Casca®
by name, left the crowd and joined the two.
He told them what had happened at the games.
He described how Caesar had thrice been of-
fered the crown by Mark Antony. Caesar, he
said, had refused it only because he was not
sure the mob were favourable. What Casca

1. was struck by — A...5§#T15h.

2. these — FEM{VKIHEY such.

3. (mfT) ‘BBRHTHEE—TIFNRE, TBEX
M EmBIRFAS ERHEENEEZT, HaAFREIL
F (E—-EEE)

4. games were being held in Caesar’s homour —
IERERH Caesar (BBEE) MidEFTHEL.

5. Casca [‘kmesks] — AZ%. '




said only deepened Brutus’ distrust of Caesar’s
ambition. After the three had separated and
gone to their homes, Cassius sent anonymous
letters to Brutus, as if from several different
writers, all hinting how Rome looked to Brutus
for protection against Caesar’s ambitious de-
signs.! But in ‘the meantime Cassius had
divulged to Casca the details of a conspiracy
to make an end of2 Caesar. Casca agreed to
join with him, and together they schemed to
do all they could to persuade Brutus to take
the lead. Said Cassius: ’ .

‘Come, Casca, you and I will yet ere day

See Brutus at his house: three parts of
him

Is ours already, and the man entire

Upon the next encounter yields him
ours.’s

The reason why Cassius wanted Brutus in
particular to be leader was not only because
Brutus was a man of great influence, but be-

1. all hinting how ' Rome looked, to Brutus for
protection against Caesar’s ambitious designs —. HiF
Wﬁﬂﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁl?ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁg Bmtus | BRPRBIIRR
Caesar E&!?»DBE#Z% (?E Camar ﬁ%éﬁﬁiﬁﬂ#ﬁ
B

2, to make an end of — El; H£IE. -

3. (mfT) 3, FRERn, RITEAZERALRD EEES
BRFIRELEBME—R. MBOBREAZZ=ZRTERN RE
FRMEE MBI MARMX—LT. (X5
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cause he was generally respected for his up-
right character. If the high-minded Brutus
turned against Caesar, people would think the
cause was surely just.

That same night, before the fateful Ides
of March, Brutus had no sleep. He was slowly,
against all his natural inclination, forming a
very difficult resolve, namely, to put an end
to Caesar before Caesar put an end to the
Republic. It was true that Caesar was his
friend; but it still seemed better to kill even
a friend if that friend was likely to be a dan-
ger to the State. Caesar had been willing to
be crowned—that meant he wanted to be sole
ruler, and the only way to prevent that was
by killing him.

As Brytus was thinking over these things,
his servant brought him notes which he had
found by :the window of his study. These were
the anonymous letters prepared by Cassius.
But Brutus thought.they came from ordinary
citizens, and that they proved how the people
relied upon hjm to save the State. )

He was still' debating with himself, when,
just after midnight, Cassius ‘and the.conspira-
tors caine secretly to see him. By Cassius'
appeal to his sense of duty! Brutus»was finally
won over,2 and the details of the plot were

1, ap;;eal‘ to his sense of duty — LI IEREITEME.
2, was... won over — ... B PEGTELT.
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then arranged. Someone suggested that Antony,
Caesar s chief general, should be killed along
with Caesar. But Brutus decided c:;Lga.mst Cas-
sius’ advice, to spare him. To Brutus Antony
seemed ‘but a limb of Caesar’, but to Cassius,
who was a far better judge of éharacter than
Brutus was,! Antony seemed ‘a shrewd con-
triver’” who might later prove very troublesome
to them.

To make certain that Caesar would be
present at the Capitol2 that day, Decius, one
of their number, agreed to visit Caesar and
prevail on him to comes The conspirators,
having arranged with Brutus the place and
hour for the deed, took their departure.4

Now Brutus’ loving and loyal wife, Portia,s
had already on the previous evening noticed
in her husband’s face and manner signs of his
distraction and anxiety. And now, when she
woke in the night, after the plotters had ar-
rived, and discovered that Brutus had left the
room, and overheard him talking in another

1. who.was a far W&€Har .judds Ducharacter than
Brutus was — ﬂgiﬂ;flmﬂ K- Bnituis WEHIG 2.

2. the Capitol ['keepitl] — H RS- Thgiter MY
(Jupiter BATHAE)

3. Decius ['#ir¢&3F onesoE their numblr, agrwd
to... prevail on Q:xm to gpape,v—fﬂ)ecxus,,, m&ﬁb{ﬁ—-
ki, ABS.-HRMWIR-

4, took their dgparture24. B

5. Portia ['porfM— K%
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room with several visitors at this unusual hour,
she became very troubled. When the talking
ceased and Brutus did not come back, she rose
and came to him. She begged him to tell her
what was on his mind;! for had not his wife a
right to share his secret? She was just pre-
vailing on Brutus to disclose his trouble to her
when a visitor sent by the other plotters inter-
rupted their talk. This was a man not yet
favourable to their design, whom the plotters
wanted Brutus to win over to them. As Brutus
disclosed the plot to him, the thought of his
wife’s constant loyalty to him only made him
stick more strongly to® his new resolution.
‘O ye gods,’ he prayed silently,
‘Render me worthy of this noble wife.’s
... The night on which these things had been
happening in Brutus’ house, had been equally
disturbed for Caesar in his palace. His wife,
Calpurnia,* had had disquieting and foreboding
dreams. She 'tri.ed to dissuade him from ap-
pearing in public on the morrow.5 Warning

1. what was on his’ mmd — fﬂm;ﬁﬁ' /o
2 stick to — UR§.

. ‘O ¥e gods, Render me worthy of this noble
wife-’ — ! RERTEEAT XA REE
(=RE—E)

" 4. Calpurnia [kel'psrnjo) — A .

5. to dissuade him from appearing in public on
the morrow — S RKATEDNIEHBE. on the
morrow ['morou) (3. 4) = the next day; FH: &H.
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portents, she had heard, had been seen:

‘A lioness hath whelped in the streets;
And graves have yawn’d and yielded up
their dead;
Fierce fiery warriors fought upon the
clouds,
In ranks, and squadrons, and right form
of war,
Which drizzled blood upon the Capitol;
The noise of battle hurtled in the air,
Horses did neigh, and dymg men did
groan,
And ghosts did shriek and squeal about
the streets.’t
She reminded him of what was a common
belief in old times,
‘When beggars die there are no comets
seen; o
The heavens themselves blaze forth the
death of princes.’2
But Caesar made light of his wife’s fore-
bodings,® and refused to be moved by them.

1. (AfD) —SLB el basre; BB T O, ol
FHF HRORTTESH B, Aok T%
R E BSHER R R, AT R SRR, 5T
EHms, RHEER RS HR. CEHEE)

2. (=f) ‘SEFRT B, KER %ﬁgi,ﬂﬁ %I
WA T & LERS. BB
© 8. Caesar made light of his wife’s forebodings —

Caesar NETHHBELEER
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