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1
You must marry me

othing ever happens on Just Like Home — that’s the
N name of the planet I live on. 1 get so bored!

But tonight was Remembering Night and that’s exciting.
There’s the big fire where everybody must put on something
that they love and watch it burn. Then there’s the dancing
round the fire.

But what I like best about Remembering Night are the
clothes. We usually wear what we like on Just Like Home — but
the clothes must have the name of our name-animal on them.
For example, I always have the word ‘ Hummingbird'on my
clothes, which means my name is Hummingbird — Hummy for
short.

Nobody knows what a hummingbird looks like, but we know
what birds are. Birds are animals that fly. The Book of Re-
membering tells us that.

I don’t always believe what the Book of Kemembering says.

Nobody knows who you are on Remembering Night because
you wear black clothes that cover you from head to foot, and
there is no name of your name-animal. You can only see
people’s eyes looking out of the eye-holes in the clothes.

It was dark outside. The only light came from the big fire. I
held my father’s hand at first and we danced together. My

mother danced away and I couldn’t see her. Socon I lost my
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take as a hus-
band or wife. %%, B,
%, marry sb. M A%
s EAFEA BE A

marry v.

planet n.
thing moving around a star
T B,
bored udj. tired, uninter-
ested. R M, KW &,
bore v. make somebody
Seel cired. 8RR, B
boring adj. uninteresting.
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buommingbird ». ¥ 9 (§
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Hummy “ % J."), the
Book of Remembering {7}
HBIIEBHEF),

a large round

such as the Sun.
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father. I didn’t know where thev were.

It didn’t matter. I was dancing in the middle of the crowd.
Our family would meet together in the robot plane afterwards.

There were about a thousand people round the fire. Too
many people to count. Nearly e¢verybody on Just Like Home
was there.

Everybody, on planets all over the Galaxy, was dancing
round fires at the same time. What a wonderful thing!

The last dance began. You hold hands in a big circle round
the fire — everybody together. You dance round and round in a
circle until. . .

Well, everybody knows what happens in the end.

I was holding hands with someone on my right and someone
on my left. We were all shouting, * BURN BURN BURN
BURN BURN BURN BURN. ..’

The last dance went on for a long time. In the end somebody
fell down. He pulled down the people on both sides of him.
Then people on both sides of them fell down. Everybody was
too tired to stay on their feet.

People fell down all round the circle. Falling. Dying.

We wear black clothes to remember. We remember the
Burning.

We remember that we have a Galaxy, but we are alone. We
are empty in our hearts. We arc the only living things in the
Galaxy.

Sad. Lonely and sad.
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I lay on the ground, very, very tired. [ was happy and sad at
the same tirie. Happy to be witl cverybody, sad that we were
alone.

Then the worst thing in my life happened. Somebody came
up to me and said, ‘Hello. ‘T didn’t know who it was. I could
only see his eyes shining in the hght of the fire. But it was the
voice of a man who was much older than ne.

‘Hello?” I answered. I didn’t want 1o talk to him.

‘I saw you in the dance, he said. ‘1 know vou're a young
girl because you were dancing like a young girl. I think you're
seventeen years old.

‘No, I'm only sixteen,’ I said.

‘Wonderul. Just what I want, ‘said the man. ‘1 will marry
you. You must marry me.

I couldn’t believe what he¢ was saying. This was terrible.
And very bad luck.

Yes, it was true a woman must marry anv man who asks her
on Remembering Night — by order of the Star Council. I'm six-
teen so I'm a woman, not a child. I couldn't say no to this
man. I was sick in my heart.

‘My name's Buff,” the man said. ‘What's your name,
sweetheart? ’

‘Er, my name’s, er... Caterpillar,” I lied. ‘ I'm usually
called Kate.’

‘Well, Kate,” Buff said, ‘ will vou marry me?

‘I'm sorry, Buff. I know I'm sixteen and old enough to get

6
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married but my parents don’t want me to get married yet. I'm
their only daughter.’

Buff laughed. [t was a horrible laugh. He enjoyed knowing 1
didn’t want him. What a monster!

Oh, thark Earth-and-animals | hadn’t told him my real
name!

I jumped up suddenly and ran into the crowds of people in
the dark. I was safe. He couldn’t find me. [ went to our robot
plane and sat inside until my parents came.

I didn’t tell my parents anything. I was afraid. The Star
Council said Buff was right and I was wrong, and I didn’t
know what my parents would do.

Next merning I forgot about it. How could Buff find me?
There were hundreds of girls on our planet. He didn’t know
my name. He had only seen my eyes.

Suddenly my father came into my room. ‘ Hummingbird, ’
he said sadly.

‘What’s the matter? 'I asked. ‘ Why are you calling me
Hummingburd, not Huramy?

‘Hummingbird, ask your robot for a wedding dress.’

‘Why? Why? 'But I knew the answer.

‘You wiil marry a gentleman called Buffalo.’

‘No, father, I can’t. '] started crying. ‘I don’t want to. I'm
too young. [ don’t want to leave you.l hate him!

My father shook his head. ‘ Please, Hummy, it’s only for one

year. You can’t be a child forever. Lots of girls don’t want to

8
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horrible udj . csciting hor-
ror. R, ST, & A
BT R M. berrer n.
feeling of extreme fear or
disl-ke B, DIW,
ster n. person or thing of

mon-

extraordinary size, shape or
qua’ities. ¥ ¥, KT, W
K. wedding ». marriage
cererony. 18 fL. wedding
dress (JH ) B 40, wed-
ding suit (HiRL) 45 45 FLAR .
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get married at {irst. The Star Council says we must get married
as often as possible and have children. You know why.’

*Why?’ I spoke like a small child.

‘ Because we are lonely. Because ther: is nothing in the
Galaxy except us. You know all that, Hunmmy.'

The dressing-robot made me a wedding dress — we have
robots for everything like that. The dress was white and cov-
ered me all over except for my eyes.

My father took my arm.

Buff was waiting with my mother. I saw his eyes through
the eye-holes of his wedding suit. They were small mean eyes.

‘Hello, Kate,’ he said.

My father said, ‘Her name is Hummingbird.’

‘1 know, I know,’ Buff said.

‘How did you find me?’ [ asked Buff.

‘I had a small camera,” he answered. ‘I took a photo of
your eyes. Did you know that everybody’s eyes are different?
Nobody has eyes like yours.’

I turned to my father. ‘ Listen to him! Can’t vou see how
horrible he is? Please don’t make me marry him."

My father didn’t say anything. He couldn’t help me.

You can say no if a man asks vou to marry him on Remem-
bering Night. But you must have a very special reason. A rea-
son that the Star Council will accept. If you are doing work
that is important for the Galaxy, the Council will usually accept

that as a good reason.
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as often as possible /< & 4§
% i, mean adj . low,
wiworthy. ¥ #8H, Fif
o, K, & & 8. mean
v ERE EWEH, cam-
era »n. M Pl. video
camera & {§ HL. special

adj. not common , usual or

general . YERI, ¥ &Y .

accept w. receive; agree.
4% % . acceptable «dj. Wf
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I couldn’t think of anything like that. But it was something
to hope for. . .if I could escape.

I was afrad. I didn’t want to run away and never see my
family again.

Some neighbours arrived, and the wedding began immediate-
ly.

Buff stood next to me and held my hand. His hand was large
and a little vret. How I hated him!

My father picked up the Book of Remembering. He read, ‘In
the beginning there were millions of planets in the Galaxy but
there was orly life on one. That was the planet Earth. People
and animals lived together. But people polluted Earth. It be-
came too hot for animals to live. They died. All the animals
died. So people left Earth and never returred to that planet.
Their hearts were empty when they left Earth, empty today,
empty forever. ..’

Buff was still holding my hand.

My father spoke again. ‘Buffalo, will you take my daughter
Hummingbird to be your wife for one year, in the name of
Earth and the animals? °

Buff answered, ‘I will."

My father turned to me. ‘ Hummingbird, will you take this
man Buffalo to be your husband for one year, in the name of
Earth and the animals? ’

That’s when 1 ran.

I let the wedding dress fall off me. I ran fast. They ran after

12



ERsimid

~EF

B MG M ] B R
LB KBRS

Rd A, BRI, RO e A i
FEIRMOK N

SLAIZEN T, FRIGALD LI,

AR S, U R F. B T
WK, AR, RITFEM T

LR NGE S UANE L
IR, S0 % A5 BB T T R (5
HBTR LA, IR R, A KA
WP TEAE e, LA KIS R T AR,
AT, 9 KR BN T,
HOBMIAET o FLL, AK B TF [ MR,
P A 5 A AT R A1 5 01 M R
BEOR, L5 B 0, 4 K03 05 0, K
BB

FTEME RN F .

EELE T K%, SRR A9
B B SRR KL% T
g7

R,

RECHFR. B G, LUHRN 50
B, IREERAAKF L 4 L K
g

ALK BB T .

RABHS S [ FH L RMBE .

13

escape v. ge! away, get
free. BEW. F LA flee
immediately adv. at once.
VR, gLk, pollute v. 70
make dirty. e, ¥ Y
poliution »n. 5 %, air/
water pollution %53/
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me but I cculd run much faster without the wedding dress. I
got to our robot spaceship, jumped into it and said, ‘ Take off.’
‘Why are people running towards us? ’the spaceship asked.

‘Take off now! I shouted. ‘It’s life or death!

The spaceship couldn’t argue. It took off.

Just Like Home was green all over — fields of wheat every-
where. I was out in space looking back at my planet. All around
me were stars.

The millions of stars in the Galaxy — that’s where [ could
hide!
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