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Introduction

Who is this book for?

This book is for advanced students of English as a foreign or second language, working on
their own or with a teacher. It begins at about the level of the Cambridge First Certificate,
builds up to the level of the Cambridge Advanced English Examination and culminates at the
level of the Cambridge Certificate of Proficiency. The material can be used for short-term or
long-term courses and is suitable for students of the appropriate standard, whether they are
preparing for examinations or not. In any event, its use is not intended to span more than a
two-year period.

What does it do?

Longman Advanced Grammar has three aims:

1 To serve as an advanced ‘text decoder’, using the analysis of syntax as the key to
understanding difficult text.

2 To provide practice in advanced points of grammar.

3 To serve as an advanced reference grammar, where citations are to be found in context,
and not just quoted at sentence-level in isolation from their source.

The work combines the functions of a Reader, a Practice Book and a Reference Book for
students whose previous learning history has not prepared them to cope with texts atan
advanced level.

Rationale; what is an 'advanced level’?

There are two common misconceptions about the meaning of ‘advanced’, which have to be
cleared up right away. The first is that students encounter ever more difficult structures
which they have never met before, and the second is that there is a lot of ‘difficult
vocabulary’. The first assumption is simply not true. Structures do not exist in an ever-
mounting spiral of increasing difficulty: the old, by now familiar, structures continue to be
present at advanced levels. And while it is true that there is or may be a lot of ‘difficult
vocabulary’ at advanced levels, that in itself does not constitute a difficulty which a
competent dictionary cannot resolve. It is true that the way words are drawn to each other
(collocation) is generally recognized to be a major feature of language acquisition and
therefore a source of difficulty. Students may not always be able to produce correct and
sometimes idiomatic collocations, but they have less difficulty understanding them. The
capacity for reception always exceeds the capacity for production.

There are four principal factors (other than mere lexis) which account for ‘difficulty’ at the
advanced level: content, allusion, syntax, grammar points.

1 Content

Advanced texts assume an extensive ‘knowledge of the world': the kind of knowledge
individuals need to bring with them before they can decode the information in a piece of
writing. For the purposes of this book, we have to assume reasonable ‘knowledge of the
world’, otherwise learners would not be aspiring advanced students. The more specialized a
text, the more difficult it is, and this applies to native speakers as much as it does to language
students. It follows that highly specialized texts must be excluded from a book of this kind.
Texts drawn from a broad range of ficlds must reflect the same assumptions that are made by
the editors of quality newspapers: namely, that their readers, regardless of their age, are
adult. Texts must present the kind of English, both journalistic and general, which educated
people, with a lively and intelligent awareness of the world around them, encounter on a
more-or-less daily basis.




