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The Price of Rabbits Is Eternal Vigilance
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The story so far: John and Kelly, after discovering that
rabbits don’t get their dander up in the same way as dogs or
cats, decide that a rabbit would be an ideal alternative to Kelly
living the rest of her life in an antihistamine stupor. Egged on
by the House Rabbit Society homepage, they proceed to find
out all about bunnies and being collecting all the paraphernalia
that accompanies them. They acquire a large cage, some wick-
er mats, a litter box or two, chew toys (some of which are
rawhide and completely inappropriate for small vegetarian ro-

dent), old toilet paper tubes, rabbit feed, and Timothy Hay.
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“If you build it, they will come” .

The cage is brought home and installed, the litter box
prepared, the water bottle watered. But no bun. Kelly and
John nervously tour pet stores and SPCA dealerships. Friends
ask-“Where’s the bunny?” when they come over. John and
Kelly offer blank stares in response.

Eventually, it happens. While walking in the park at Am-
bleside, they stumble across the richest SPCA in Canada -+
the West Vancouver branch. Peering in at the diamond -en-
crusted dogs and gold chiffon cats, they inquire humbly if
there are any rabbits. Sure enough, there is one little fellow,
who had been brought in only the day before.

They bring him out, wrapped in a towel that reminds one
of the baby Jesus laying in the manger. A tough kid, new off
the streets, from a battered home. He trusts no one. But he
seems to bond with Kelly quickly enough. With encourage-
ment from a friend who is leaving the country forever in three
weeks (hmmmm), they decide to adopt the rabbit. Looking
sheepishly at the opulence of the West Van SPCA, they cough
up a whopping $ 20 donation and take the little guy home.

He arrives, and all seems well. Oh sure, he poops all over
the apartment, but then, he’s not been litter trained. And be-
sides, he’s an un-neutered male, and so he’s just being territo-
rial. Calm in their knowledge that all is right with the world,
John and Kelly and the yet-unnamed rabbit turn in for the
night. ‘

As the week progresses, things become somewhat more
stressful. As John and Kelly stand around the apartment
shouting various names at the rabbit (to see which one sticks),

they notice that there is a pattern developing in his litter place-
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ment. By the front door, and on the couch. They notice that
he becomes rather agitated if they try to sweep up the cute lit-
tle brown pellets.

Eventually, the inevitable occurs; a name sticks. Robin.
Robin Bunny. As opposed to Robin Rabbit; Kelly doesn’t
think much of those cutesy alliterative pet names. And the
other inevitability occurs, he pees on the couch. Well, it is
HIS couch, right? Kelly grabs the bottle of white vinegar and
doses the puddle. One million years of territorial instinct take
over and Robin lays into Kelly with very well-honed teeth.
John and Kelly think they’ve learned something.

They haven’t. As the week draws to a close, they prac-
tice a policy of appeasement with Robin, never sweeping up or
cleaning his puddles until after he’s safe in his cage. Robin, of
course, becomes the dominant animal in the apartment.

On the weekend, John and Kelly notice a different pattern
in bunny behavicur. Robin no longer litters hundreds of pellets
around the apartment. He now seems to just go where and
when he pleases. In addition, he has begun to herd John and
Kelly around like a sheepdog does sheep. Kelly develops many
small scars and bruises where various parts of her body have.
come into conflict with small sharp teeth.

John throws a towel on top of a particularly big puddle on
the couch, and the next thing he knows, there’s four pounds
of wild animal hanging from his butt, teeth firmly clenched in-
to the flesh. That’s enough, says John.

Egged on by the House Rabbit:Society homepage, they
make the appointment. Robin will go in on Monday, and come
home a changed man, er, whatever. They spend the rest of

the weekend in quiet deference to King Bun.
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Robin goes to the vet Monday morning, after a traumatic
struggle to get him into his traveling box. Robin comes home
Monday night pissed off, a little wobbly from the anaesthetic,
but noticeable subdued. He charges around after John and Kel-
ly a little, but his effectiveness is somewhat diminished. “Poor
rabbit,” they think. “It’s for the best,” says everyone else in
the entire world. “Poor rabbit, ”they think.

Tuesday morning, and Robin’s out of his cage. He’s,
shall we say, mellower. He’s still a little snarky if he {feels his
personal space has been threatened. He poops maybe 15 pel-
lets, in his usual places. He doesn’t pee anywhere. But he’s
been dozing beside my desk for the past hour. Did you know'
rabbits can sleep with-their eyes open? I wondered when he
slept |

“Good things come to those who wait. ”

A week and a half later, Robin has mellowed substantial-
ly. Neither of us has been bitten in a week, he’s stopped pel-
leting and spraying, and he even lets us sit on his couch!
Watch this space for photo documentation of these develop-
ments.

Robin’s Bunny Facts

Rabbits are very fussy about the quality of their food.
Robin eats Timothy Hay, pellet-style rabbit feed, parsley, car-
rots, spinach, and dandilion greens. Let the spinach sit in the
fridge for more than about three days, and he doesn’t like it
anymore.

Rabbits are absolutely litter-trainable. To our surprise,
Robin started using his two litter boxes (one in his cage, one
out) almost exclusively once he got over his testosterone rage.

Male rabbits make better pets if they’ve been neutered.
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Our experience with Robin is that he was absolutely ODing on
testosterone, unable to do much other than defend his territo-
ry. Since his neuter, he’s become friendlier, more curious,
more relaxed , and of course, neater!

Rabbits will chew on whatever they’re curious about . in-
cluding electrical cords. This is dangerous, obviously, and so
you need to protect your cables. There is a product called Spi-
ral Cable Wrap that you can get in Radio Shack in the United
States. It is not sold in Canada, no matter what grumpy cus-
toms agents may tell you.

Rabbits are much smarter than you might expect. Robin
is very difficult to spoof or fool, especially with sounds. He
knows exactly where sound is coming from, unless it’s from

outside somewhere, in which case he becomes very alert.
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