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STARTING TIME

1.PAPER AND ITS USES 43R H iz

(349 WORDS)

Paper,like many other things that we use today,
was first made in China, The Chinese made paper
about 2,000 years ago, China still has pieces of
paper which were made as long ago as that, But
Chinese paper was not made from the wood of trees,
It was made from bamboo,

- Paper was not made in southern Europe until
about the year 1100, Scandinavia did not begin to
make it until 1500, It was a German who found out
that one could make the best paper from trees, After
that, the forest countries of Canada, Sweden, Norway,
Fiqland, and the United States became the most
important in paper making, Today in Finland, which
makes the best paper in the world, the paper industry
is the biggest in the world, New paper—-machines are
very big, and they make paper very fast,

When we think of paper, we think of mnewspa-
pers, books, letters, envelopes, and writing paper.
But there are many other uses, Only half of the
paper that is made is used for books and newspapers,
etc,



Each year, more and more things are made of
paper, We have had paper cups, plates, and dishes
for a long time, When you have used them once,
you throw them away and buy new ones,

Paper is very good for keeping you warm.Houses
are often insulated with paper, You have perhaps
seen homeless men asleep on a large number of news—
papers, They are insulating themselves against the
cold, In Finland, where in winter it is sometimes
-40°C, the farmers wear paper boots in the snow,
Nothing could be warmer,

The latest use in paper seems to be paper houses.
These are not small houses for children to play in,but
real, big houses for people to live in, You can buy
a house with three chief rooms for about $500. You
can put it up yourself in a few hours, and you can
use it for about five years,

People have made paper boots, but they have not
yet made paper airplanes and cars, Just wait——they
probably will,

FINISHING TIME
WORDS PER MINUTE_

ERERNE

I . Fill in the blanks with suitable words,

1.Paper was f{irst made in_

2.Chinese paper was made {from ‘o




3.Paper is good for keeping you

4.According to the author,what paper article has

not yet been madep

5.How long can a paper house be used?

I. Choose the best answer to complete each sen-

tence,
1.Today the best paper is made in
a.China,
b.Canada,
c.Finland,
2.After you have used the paper cup once, you
a.wash it,
b.discard it,
c.put it into a cupboard,
3.The author points out that
a.some farmers use paper boots in cold wea-
ther,
b.some farmers use plastic boots in cold wea-
ther,
c.Nobody uses paper boots in cold weather,
4.Paper houses are
a.real houses for people to live in,

b.small houses for children to play in,



c.real houses for young man only,

5.The auther implies that
a.paper is no longer a useful material,
b.paper will be replaced by some other ma-
. terials,

c.paper remains a very useful material,

% COMPREHENSION.

New Words

l.bamboo [baem’bu:ln, 4F

2.Scandinavia [skendi’neivjoln, i3 44 4
CEED

3.forestry country HHEABER

4.Sweden [’swi:dnln, TR

5.Norway ["no:weiln, BE

6.Finland [’ finlondln, %22

7.throw away i

8.buy new ones ELIIIH
(onesfR#F FA)H paper plates and dishes)

9.are insulated with paper FIZKERIHF

10, wear paper boots ZE4L#}

1ll.put it up yourself REHCHKEERE X (it £
paper house)

12.Just wait——they probably will, &, ¥k
PP R Er 3



STARTING TIME_

2. PLASTICS #%}

(360 WORDS)
Plastics are man-made material , They have been
used for many purposes, Plastics are not damaged by
water, they will not catch fire, We like them be~
cause they are light, much lighter than wood or metal.
They can be harder than wood or softer than rubber,
They can be made any color you like , Plastics can
be divided into two main types,

Plastics of the first type are hard. Once they have
been taken from their moulds, they will never melt
or soften again under heat, But if you drop plastics
of this kind onto a hard floor, they oiten break,and
you cannot bend them,

Plastics of the second type can be bent because
they are softer, They do not usually break if they
are dropped, But if you put plastics of thie kind too
close to a fire, they will melt,

Did you knmow that many of the clothes you wear
have plastics in them? That beautiful dress you are
going to put on are really made of plastics | Clothes
made from plastic fibres have big advantages over
clothes made from natural materials like cotton,wool

or silk, They are lighter, easier to wash and dry,

5



they keep their shape much longer, and they don’t
wear out so quickly,

Will the spread of plastics mean the end of natural
materials? One day, perhaps, this may happen, But
many people still prefer the look and the feel of
natural materials, The trouble with plastics is that
they are—at the moment—too perfect., Two objects
made of wood never look quite the same , even if
they have been made by machines,

It is not likely , either, that plastic fibres will
ever completely take the place of natural fibres.
Materials made entirely of plastic fibres are not quite
as beautiful to look at as silk , or quite as soft as
wool, Besides, clothes made of pure plastic fibres do
not 'breathe’ like clothes made of natural materials—
at least, not yet] They make the wearer feel hot and
sticky . Therefore cloth manufacturers now usually
mix cotton or wool with the plastic fibres,

Certainly more and better plasties will be made
in the future,

FINISHING TIME
WORDS PER MINUTE _

EMEENE

I. Fill in the blank with suitable words;

1, Plastics are artificial .

2. Plastics have been used for




purposes,

L

3, Two objects made of wood will never look

4, If you drop an object made of hard plastics

onto a hard floor,it will .

5. Plastics of the second type are .

Choose the best answer to complete each senten-
ce;
1, Plastic fibres are
a, as beautiful to look at as silk,
b, more beautiful to look at than silk,
¢, not so beautiful to look at as silk,
2, Plastic fibers make the wearer feel
a, very comfortable, b, comfortable, ¢, hot
and sticky,
3. If you put soft plastics too close to a fire,
they will
a, catch fire, b. melt, c. bend,
4, The author implies that plastics industry
a, will develop in the future,
b, will cease to develop in the future,
C, will remain unchanged as today,
5. The d:sadvantage of plastics is that they are
a, too hard,
b. too soft.
¢, too perfect,

% COMPREHENSION



New Words

1. plasticf’/plestik] a. ¥EH plastics n, ¥8¥}

2, mould[meuld] n, #; o, %%, ¥WE

3, bend[bend] v, 75

4, clothes made from plastic fibres FB¥HFAEHR
B A AR

5. keep their shape HIFENIHINE

6, wear out H#H, HIR

7. spread[spred] n, o, ¥k, A, 5%, WiTF

8. the trouble with plastics ZE¥l&fkE

9, perfect[posfekt] o, B, TE—&

10.either[’aido] adv , (HFEERRBERNZE, U
MR E <)

11.as beautiful to look at as silk Mm% HATHERGEM

12.at least, not yet, BAHRIERLTT

13.sticky[/stihil a, JBK5, PN L]



STARTING TIME .

3.A NEW WAY OF LIFE /B =R

(386 WORDS)

The history of our form of government begins with
its settlers. Most of the early settlers came from FEng-
land. They lived in groups called colonies, The
King of England was their ruler,

The English scttlers founded the Virginia colony
at Jamestown in 1607.1t was the first permanent English
colony, In 1620 other English people came to America,
They were known as Pilgrims, They went to Holland
first, In Holland, their children began to forget the
English ways, They decided to leave Holland and
go to the New world, They struggled to build homes
and to exist, After a hard winter, the Pilgrims who
survived held a feast with the Indians who had helped
them begin their new way of life, This was the first
American Thangsgiving

More Englishmen, as well as people from other
European countrics, came to livein America, Many,
like the Pilgrims, wanted to be free to worship God
in their own way, Others were looking for political
freedom, Traders were seeking to make moncy, The

poor and the unemployed people wanted jobs and the

9



