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The BANK of
=
ENGL

This dictionary has been compiled by referring to the
Bank of English, a unique database of the English
language with examples of over 323 million words
enabling Collins lexicographers to analyse how English is
actually used today and how it is changing. This is the
evidence on which the changes in this dictionary are
based.

The Bank of English was set up as a joint initiative by
HarperColiins Publishers and Birmingham University to be
a resource for language research and lexicography. It
contains a very wide range of material from books,
newspapers, radio, TV, magazines, letters and talks
reflecting the whole spectrum of English today. Its size
and range make it an unequailed resource and the
purpose-built software for its analysis is unique to Collins
Dictionaries.

This ensures that Calfins Dictionaries accurately reflect
Engiish as it is used today in a way that is mast helpful to
the dictionary user as well as including the full range of
rarer and historica! words and rmeanings.
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FEATURES OF THE DICTHONARY

batik [bat-tesk] ~ 1 process of
printing using wax To civ-
&1 areas not to be dyed. 2 fabric
printed in ths way

batman n officer's servant in the
arm @3,

baton n 1 thin suck used by the
canductor aof an orchestra. 2
shart bar transferred m a relay
race. 3 police wificer’s yungiheon.
battslion n army unit consisting
of three or more companies.
batten' n stip of wood fxed 1o
something, esp. to hold it in
place. battan down v secure
with batfers,
battery v hatten on thrve at the
expense of {someone eka),
batter ¥ _hit_repeatedly battar-
ing rem large beam used Io
Dreak down fortfications,
batter’ n mixture of flour, eggs,
and milk, uzed i cooking.
battery r, pf -taries t device that
produces electricity in a torch, ra-
dia, etc, 2 group of heavy guns
operating as a shngle onit. + odf
3 kept m senes of cages for In-
lensive rearing, £.9. bottery hens,
battle n 1 fight between large
armed forces. 2 coeflict or strug-
gle + v 3 struggle,
battla-axa n 1 inforrmal domiree:-
ing woman, 2 (lonmery) large

treavy axe.

battledress n ordinary uniform
of a sokdier,

hnﬂlaﬁald i n

place where a battie is feught

battlamant n wall with gaps
alongt the top for firing through.

bottleship n large hesvily ar-
rroured warship.

batty odi -tier, -tiast Mong eccen-
tnc or crary.

baubie n trinket of Iittle value.

baulk v same as g,

bauxite r claylike substance that
15 the chuef source of alumwiiam,

bawdy odi bawdior, bawdlest {of
wiiting etc.) contaning husnor.
ous references to sex.  bawdi-
nass 1

hawl v shout or weep noisily.
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AD
adj
adv
Anat
Archit
Astrol
Aust
BC
Biol
Brit
Chem
Cof E

conj
L
e.q.
esp.
etc.
fern
foll.
GCeom
Hist
interj
Lit
masc
Med

ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THE

DICTIONARY
anno Domini Meteorol
adjective Ml
adverb n
Anajomy N
Architecture NZ
Astrology Obs
Australia(n) Offens
before Chrise ofig.
Biology Photog
British pl
Chemistey prep
Church of pron

Engtand Psychol
conjugation ®
fast RC
for exampie
especially s
et cetera S Afr
teminine Scot
folowed sing
Geometry us
History usu.
interjection v
Literary W
rmasculine Zeol

Medicine

Metecrology
Military
[aleN ]y
North
New Zealand
Obsolete
Offensive
originally
Phatography
plural
preposition
proncur
Psychology
Tradernark
Roman
Catholic
South
South Africa(n)
Scottish
singular
United States
usually
verk
West

Zaology






Aa

B adf indefinite article, used be-
fore a poun being mentioned
for the First time.

A1 odf informal first-class, excel-
lent

AA 1 Alcoholics Anonymous, 2
Automobile Association.
aardvark n 5 African anteater
with lang ears and snowt.

AB abie-bodied seaman.

aback odv taken aback startled
or disconcerted.

abacus [ab-a<cuss] n beads on a
wire frame, used for doing calcu-
laticrs

abalona [ab-a-lone-ee] n edible
seg creature with a shell lined
with micther of pearl.

abandon v 1 desert or |eave
{fone’s wife, children, atc). 2
ive u‘: (hope ete.) altogether
+n 3 lack of inhibition.  abhan-
doned odf 1 deserted. 2 uninhib-
ited. abmndonment 1

abase v humiliate or degrade
{oneself!. abasement 1

abashed oy embarrassed and
ashamed.

abate v make or become less
strong. abatement o

abattoir [ab-a-twahr] r slaughter-
house.

abbaess 7 nun in charge of a con-
VENL.

abbey n dwelling place of, or a
church belonging o, a commu-
nity of monks ar nuns.

abbot n head of an abbey of
monks.

abbreviate v shorten (a word)
by leaving out some letters. ab-
heeviation n shortened form of a
word or words.

ABC n 1 alphabet. 2 basics of a
subject,

abdicate v %ve up (the throne
or a responsibility).  abdication 7
abdomen o part of the body
containing the stomach and in-
testines. abdaominal adj

abduct v carry off, kidnap. ab-
duetion 7 abductor 7
aharration n 1 sudden change
from what is normal, accurate,
of correct, 2 brief lapse in con-
trol of one's thoughts or feel-
ings. aberrant adf 5 owing aber-
ration,
abet v abetting, abetted help or
encourage in wrongdoing. abet-
tor 7
abeyance # in sbayance not in
use,

abhor v -horring, -horred detest
utterly.  abhorremt 6d) hateful,
igathsorme. abhorrente 1
abide v 1 endure, put up with 2
Obs stay or dwell, e.q. abude witls
me.  abide by v cbey (the law,
rules, etc). abiding odj lasting.
ability 0, pf -tias 1 competence,
power. 2 talent.
abject adi 1 utterly risérable 2
Iackmg all seif-respect. abjectly
adv

abjure v deny or renounce an
oath,

aplative [ab-lat-v] m case of
nouns in Latin and other lan-
GUAGES, indicating source,

agent, or instrument of actian

ablaze odj burning fiencely.

able odi capable, competent.
am odv  sble-bodisd odj strong
and thealthy.  able-bodied sea-
man seaman who s treined
certain skilis.

ablutions pl n act of washing,

ABM antiballistic missile,

abrtormal odi not norrnal or Ysu-
al. abnormally odv abrormality
il

sbhoard adv, prep on, in, ontg, or
iro {a ship, train, or plane).
aloda 1 home, dwelling.

abolish v do away with. aboli-
tion n  abolitionist # person
who wishes to do away with
something, esp. slavery.
abominabla adj detestable, very



abomination

bad. abominable snowman
large apelike creature said to live
in the Himalayas  abominsbly
ody

sbomination n 1 sormeons oF
something that is detestable, 2
strong diﬁuke

aborigine [ab-or-rij-ince], abo-
riginat o oﬂglnal mhabitant of a
country or region, esp. (A< Aus-
traha. aboriginal odi

abort v 1 have an abortion or
perfarm an abortion on. 2 have
a miscarriage. 3 end a plan or
process before complation,  abor-
tion n 1 operation to and a preg-
nancy. 2 ieformaf something gro-
lesgue, abortionmt £ person
who perfarms abartions, esp, il
legally. abartive ody unsuttess-
ful,

abound v be plentiful,
ing crdy

about prep 1 concemning, on the
subject of. 2 in or near (a place).
+ adv 2 nearly, approximately. 4
nearby ahoit to shortly going
ta, e.g. obout o Jeowe not
sbout to deterrmined nol to, e.g.
P mat obolt 10 gre up mow.
abmurt-turn 7 complete  change
of atiitude,

above adv, prep 1 over or highar
(than). 2 greater {than}. ¥ superi-
or ({to). above board in the
open, without dishonesty.

ahracadabra n supposedly mag-
ic word,

al:ll(lrnsion n scraped area on the
skin.

abrasiva odi 1 harsh and unpleas.
ant in manner. 2 tending to rub
or scrape. ¢ 3 substance for
cleaning or pohshing by rubbing.
abreast adv. o side by side.
abreast of up to date with.
abridge v shorten by using fewer

abound-

words, shridgment, abridge-
Theart 1
sbroad adv 1 to or 1in a foregh

country. 2 at large.
abrogate v cancel (a
agreement) formally.
tign

law  or
abroga-

abstract

abrupt ady 1 sudden, unexpec-
ted. 2 blunt and rude abruptly
adv  abruptnesa n

abscass n inflamed swelling con-
taindng pus

abscond v ieave secretly

absall [ab-sale] v go down 2
steep drop l(:;y 2 rope fastenad at
the top and tied around ane’s
body.

absent odi 1 not present. 2 lack-
ing. 3 natlentive. +v 4 stay
away. absently sov  absence
1 being away. 2 lack. absantes
n person who should be present
but 5 hot.  abssnteeism n persis
tent absence from work or
sthool.  absent-minded adi mat-
tentive or forgetful. absant-
mindedly odv

absintha r strong green aniseed
flavoured liqueur

absclute odr 1 complete, per-
fect. 2 not limited, uncondition-
al. 3 pure, e.g. obgointe ofcobol
absolute zero Fhyncs lowest pas-

sible  femperatare,  -25315°C,
absolutely odv T completely
e nfer) 2 certainly, yes. absolut-

ism n government by a ruler
with unrestricted power.
absolve v declare to be free
from blame or sin  absehution n
absorb v 1 soak up {a liguid) 2
take in. 3 engage the interest of
(somenne).  absorption 1 sbsor-
bent ogi able to absorb fiquid,
ahsorbency
abstain « 1 chocse net to do
something, 2 choose not o
vole  shstainer 7 abstention
abstaining, esp. from voting. ab-
stinenca 1 abstaining, esp. from
drinking alcohol.  abetinent od;
abstemious  [ab-steem-ce-uss)
adi taking wery little alcohol or
tood. abstemiasimss 1
ahstrac‘t adi 1 earsting as a qual
or idea rather than a material
o t. 2 theoretical. 3 (of art)
using patterns of shapes and cal-
ours rather then realistic like-
nesses. 44 4 summary. 5 ab-
stract work of art & abstract



abstruse

word or idea. v 7 summarize.
8 remnove, abstracted odi 105t in
thought. abstractedly o ab-
straction #

abstruse od) not easy to under-
stand,

absurd adj incongruous or Fidicu-
lous. ahsurdly adv absurdity #

abundant odi plentful.  abun-
dantly odv sbundance n

abuse v 1 use wrongly. 2 ill-treat
violently. 3 spaak harshly and
rudely to. ¢n 4 prolonged ill-
treatment, & harsh and wvulgar
comments. 6 wrong uie.  abus-
ar 7 abusive odf abusively odv
abusivenass 7

abut v abutting, abutted be rext
o or touching.

abuzz ad; noisy, busy with activ-
ity et

abysmal oo Informal extrernely
pad, awful. abysmally adv

abyss A very deep hole or chasm.

AC alternating current.

Bl account.

scacia [a-kay-sha] i tree or
shrub wath yellow or white flow-
ers,

academy 1, pf -miaz 1 sodiety to
advance arts or sciences. 2 insti-
tution for training in a particular
skill. 3 Seot secondary  school
academic ad; T of an acedemy
or uniersity, 2 of theoretical In-
terest only. +n 3 lecturer or re-
searcher at a university, academ-
ically odv  academigian 7 mem-
ber of an academy.

acanthus 1 1 prickly plant. 2 or-
namentai carving in the shape
of an acanthus leaf.

ACAS Advisory Concliation and
Arbitration Service.

accede v 1 consent or agree {to),
2 take up {an office or pasition).
accelarate v [cause to) move
faster. accelesation ri acceless-
tor v pedal in 2 motor vehicle to
increase speed.

accent n 1 distinctive style of pro-
ngrciztion aof a local, national,
or social group. 2 mark over a
letier to show how it 3 pro-

accompany

nounced. 3 stress on a syllable
or musical note, + v 4 place em-
phasis on.

accerituate v stress, emphasize.
accemtuation 7t

accapt v 1 recenve willingly, 2
agree to. 3 consider 1o be true.
accepted udy generally approved.
acceptance 1 accagtable odf 1
tolerable. 2 satsfactory.  accegt-
gbly adv acceptability n

aceess 1 1 means of or right to
approach or enter, e v 2 gbtain
{data} from a computer, acces-
sible odf easy to reach. acces-
sibility o

accassion n taking up of an of-
fice or position.

BLLessOry n B -ries b sup-
plementary edoart or ghject. 2 per-
son nvalved in a crime although
not present when it is comimit-
ted

accident A 1 mishap, usu. one
causing injury or death. 2 event
rappening by chance. scciden-
tal adi 1 happening by chance
or unintentionally. +n 2 Music
5Lmbol indicating that a sharp,
flat, or natural note is not a part
of the key signature  accidental-
ly odv accident-prone odf often
having accidents.
acclaim v 1 applaud, praise. s n
2 enthusiastic approval.  gecls-
mation n
acclimatize v adapt to & new <li-
mate ar environment.  agclimati-
zation: n
accolade n 1 award, honour, or
praise. 2 award of knighthood.
actommodata « 1 provide with
ledgings. 2 have rgom for. 3
oblige, do a favour for. 4 adapt
of adjust {to something). 2ccom-
modation # house or room for
lwving in.  accommodating  adf
abliging.
accompany v -nying, -nied 1 go
along with. 2 eccur with. 3 pro-
vide a musical accompaniment
for, accompaniment m 1 some-
thing that accornpanies, 2 Music
supporting part that goes with a



accomplice

solo.  accompanist 7
accomplice r person who helps
ancther to commit a crime.
accompdish v 1 manage to do. 2
fimsh.  accemplishment 1 com-
pletion 2 pevsonal  ability  or
skill accomplished odf expert,
proficient,

accord i 1 agreement, harmony.
+v 2 fit in with, of ane’s own
accord voluntarily.

accordance n in  accordance
with corforming o or accord-
ing to.

aceprding adv aceording to 1 as
stated by, & w conformity with.
aceordingly odv 1in an appropri-
ate manner, 2 consequently.
aceordion n portable musical in-
strument played by rmoving the
two sides apart and together,
and pressing a keyboard or but-
tons to produce the notes, s
cardignist 7

accost v approach and speak to.
account n 1 report, description.
2 business arrangement making
credit availatida, I racord of mon-
ey received and paid out with
Ihe resuiting balamce. 4 persoh’s
money held in a bank. 5 impar-
tarce, valye ¢ v B judge to be
oa account of because of.  ae-
countable odi responsible  to
someone or far something,  a¢-
countability n  account for v 1
explain, 2 make up, constitute.
accounting » skill or practice of
maintaining and auditing busi-
NEss aCCounts.  mecountant oper-
san who maintainsg and  audits
budingss arcounts.  accountancy
n

scooutraments [ak-kao-tra-
ments] pf n cothing and eguip-
ment for a particular activity
accredited od; authorized, offi-
cially recognized.

accretion  {ak-Wreeshun] n 1
gradual growth 2 something
added

actrug v -fruing, -crusd increase
gradually. sccrual n
accumulete v gather together in

acid
increasing quantity.  accumula-
tion 7 accumulative oy  accu-

mulater rr rechargeable electric
battery.

accurate od) exact, correct,
curately adv accuracy n
aceursed odi 1 under a curse. 2
detestable,

accusative » grammatical case
indicating the direct object.
accuse v charge with wrong-
doing. accussd n Bcouser r7oEc-
cusing off atcusstion n actusa-
tory odf

accustomn v make used to
customed adi 1 usual.
{to}. 3 in the hatut {of).
ace r 1 playing.card with one
symbol an it 2 informal expert,
3  Tenms  unreturnable  serve,
% ad) 4 Informol excellent.

acerbic [ass-sir-bik] adf harsh or
kitter. acsrhity n

acetate [ass-it-tate] n 1 Chem
salt or ester of acetic acid, 2
(also  acetatm rayon) synthetic
textile fibre

acetic [ass-see-tik] ad) of or in-
volving winegar.  acetic acid col-
ourless liguid used to make win-
egar.

acetons [axg-t-tone] o eolouress
liquid used as a selvert
acatylans [ass-set-lieen] n col-
ourtess flammable gas used in
welding metals.
ache n 1 cull continuous pain.
+v 2 be in or cause continuous
dull pain. aching ad), n aching-
b adv

achieve v gain by hard work ar
ability.  achiswamant n some-
thing accomplished. achiever n
Achilles heel [ak-killeez] n
small but fatal weakness

Achilles tandon n cord conhact-
ing the calf to the heel bone,
achromatic adf 1 colourless. 2
Music with no sharps or Rats.
acid n % Chem one of a class of
compounds, corrosive and  sous
when dissolved in water, that
combine with a base to fom 2
salt. 2 Slong LSD. « adf 3 contain-

ac-

ac-
2 used



acknowledge

ing acid. 4 sour-tasting. 5 sharp
or sour in manner.  acidly at
acidic odf acidify v -fying, fied
acidity @1 Acid [House| i type of
funk-based electronicaily edited
disco  music  with “hypnotic
sound effects. acid rain rain con-
taining acid from atmospheric
polhution.  acid test conclusive
test of value,

acknowledge v 1 adrmit,

nize. 2 indicate recogrution of (a
person). 3 say one has received.
acknowledgment, acknowledge-
mant n

acma [ak-mee] n hghest point
of achievement or excellence
acne [ak-nee] n pimply skn dis-
ense,

acolyte n ¥ follower or attend-
ant. 2 Chrisiamty person who as-
sisls a priest,

aconite n 1 poisonous plant with
hoodlike flowers. 2 poison cb-
tamed from this plant.

acomn n At of the oak tree.
stoustic agy 1 of sound and hear-
ing. 2 (of a musical instrument)
not  electronically  amplified.
acoustics n 1 science of sounds.
+p 2 features of & room or
bwilding determining how saund

5 heard within it.  acoustically
acl
acquaint v make familiar, in-

form. acguainted adi  sequaint-
ance n 1 person known. 2 per-
sonal knowledge,
acquiasce [ak-wee-oxs] v agree
to what someone wants.  acaqui-
£ T acqui a4y
aCQquire v gain, get.  acquisition
n 1 thing acquired. 2 act of get-
ting. acquired taste 1 fiking for
somethung at first considered un-
pheasant. 2 the thing liked.
acquisitive odi eager to gain ma-
terial poOsTESSIONs. acquisitive-
ness n
acquit v -guitting, -quitted 1 pro-
nounce (someong) innocent. 2
behave in a particular way. ae-
quittal A
acra n measure of land, 4840

active

square yards. acreags [ake-cr-
rijif n land area in acres.
acrid [ak-rid] adi pungent, bitter.
acridity n
acrimonious odf bitter in speech
Of Manner, acrimony A
acrobat n person skilled in gym-
nastic feats reguiring agility and
balance, acrobatic odf acrobat-
ics pf n acrobatic feats.
acronym A word formed from
tie initial letters of other words,
such as MASA,
acropolis [a-rop-pol-liss] n cita-
del of an ancient Greek <ity.
acrass oy, prep 1 from side to
sde (of). 2 on or to the other
side {of). ecross the board ap-
plying egually to all.
acrostic n lines of writing in
which the firt or last letters of
each fine spell a word of saying,
acrylic n, ods {synthetic fibre,
pamt, etc.) made from acrylic
acid. acrylic  acid  strong-
smetling corrosive tiguid
act n 1 thing done. 2 law or de-
cree, 3 section of a E.Ia}r or ap-
er2. 4 one of several short perfor-
mandes in 3 show. 5 pratended
attitude. v & do something. 7
behave in a particular way. B per-
form in a play, film, et<. act of
God unpredictabie natural
event. acting n 1 art of an ac-
tor. « ag; 2 tempaovarily perform-
ing the duties of. actor, actrass
n person who acts 1n a play,
film, etc.
actiniumy n Chem
chemical elermnent.
action n 1 process of doing
something. 2 thing done, 3 law-
suit. 4 operating mechanism. 5
minar battle. actioneble adi giv-
ing grounds for a lawsuit. ac-
tion replay rerun of an event on
a television tape.
active adj 1 moving, working, 2
bursg, energetic. 2 Grommar (of 2
verd)

5

radicactive

tn a form indicating that
the subject 15 performing the ac-
tion, e.g. threw in Kim threw the
boll.  actively odv  activity 2 1



actual

state of being active, 2 {p! -tinx)
fgisure pursuil.  activate v make
active. sctivation i attivator n
activist n person who works en-
ergetically to achieve political or
social goals, activism n

actual gd) existing in reality, ae
tually odv really, indeed. actual-
wy

actuary n, p/ -aries statistician
who calculates insurance nsks.
actuarial adf

actuate v start up (a device).
acuity [ak-kew-it-ee] n keenness
of vision or thought.

acumen [ak-yew-men] » ability
to make good judgments.
acupunciure » medical treat-
ment involving the insertion ot
needles at various points on the
body ncupunctunstn

acute ody severe, 2 keen,
shrewd. 3 sharﬁ sensitive. 4 (of
an angle) tess than 90°, +n 5 ac-

gent {) over 2 letter to indicate
the quality or length of its
sound, as n café.  acutely adv
acuteness o

ad n informal advertisement

AD anna Domini

adnge [ad-i] 7 wise saying, prov-
erh.

adagio [ad-dahj-yo] n, pf -gios,
adv Music (piece to be played)
slowly and gracefully.

adamant gdj unshakable in deter-

mination or purpose. adamant-
ly adv
Adam’s apple » proecting

lump of thyraid cartifage at the
front of the throat.
adapt v after for new use or new
conditions. adapisble odf sdagst-
ahilty n  adaptation 1 1 thing
produced by adapting some-
thing. 2 adapun'% adaptor,
adapter » device for connecting
soveral electrical appliances to a
single socket,
add v 1 combine (numbers or
uantities). 2 join o some-
thing). 3 say ot wite further
addendum a, p! -da 1 an addi-
tion. 2 appendix to a book etc.

adjacent

adder » small poisonous snake.
addict n 1 person who 15 unable
to stap taking grugs. 2 informal
pefscn devoted to  something,
addicted odj addiction n  addic-
tive adr causing addiction.
addition » 1 adding. 2 thing add-
ed, in addition besides, as wefl,
addiional gdf additionally odv
additive n somethi added,
esp. to a foodstuff, to improve it
or prevent deterioration.
addlad 2dj confused ar unable to
think clearly.
address n 1 place where a per-
san lives. 2 direction on a letter,
3 location, 4 formal public

ech. o v & mark the destina-
tion, 25 on an envelope. § speak
te. T give attention to {a prob-
lern, task, etc.). ad n per-
son addressed.
adduce v mention something as
evidence or proof,
adenoids [ad-in-aid2] pf » mass
of tissue at the back of the
throat. adenoidal o having a
nasal voice caused by wwollen ad-
anads.
adept od;, r very skiful {person).
adequate od; 1 sufficient,
enough. 2 not outstanding.  ad-
squately odv  adequacy n
adhee « T stick (o). 2 be devot-
ed {to). adhsrencs n adherent
n devotee, follower. sdhesion n
1 sticking (ta). 2 jeining togeth-
er of parls ol the body that are
normally separate, as after sur-

gery.

adhesive n 1 substance used to
stick Lhmg: together. + adf 2
able to stick to things.

ad hoce gdj, odv Latin for a particu-
lar purpose only.
adiou fadew] inter farewel,
goodbye.

ad infinitum odv [atin endlessly.
adipose odj of or containing fat.
ad). adiective.

adjacart ody 1 near or next (to).
2 having a common boundary.
3 Ceom {of a side in a right-
angled triangle) lying between a



adjective 7

specified angle and the right an-

ate.
adjective n word that adds infor-

mation about 2 ngun o prg-
naun. adjectival adj
adjoin v be next to  adjoining

adj
adjoure v 1 close (a court) at the
end of a sesmon. 2 pestpone
temporarily, 3 Informal go else-
where. adjournment »
adjudge v declare (to be).
adjudicate v 1 give a formal de-
cision an {a dispute). 2 judge {(a
competition) adjudication n
adjudicator n
adjunct n subordinate or addi-
tional person or thing.
adjure v 1 command {lo do). 2
appeal earnestly.
adjust v 1 adapt to new condi-
tions. 2 alter shightly s0 as to be
suitable. adjustable ady adjust-
ar n adjustment
adjutant [aj-co-tant] noarmy af-
ficer in charge of routine admin-
Istratin,
ad-lib v -libbing, -flibbed 1 impro-
vise a speech cto. without prepa-
ration. + n 2 improvised remark,
admin n fnfermal admunistration.
administer v 1 manage {busi-
ness affairs). 2 organize and put
into practice, 3 gwe {medicine
or reatment)
agdministrate v manage {(an or-
ganization). administration
administrative odi administrator
fl
admiral n highest naval rank
Admiralty n former government
departinent in charge of the Roy-
al Navy.
admire v regard with esteem
and approval.” admirable adf ad-
mirably odv  sdmiration n ad-
mirgt n  admiring oy admiring-
W ach
admissible ugq allowed to be
brought 0 as evidence in court.
admissibility »
admission r 1 permission to en-
ter. 2 enrance fee. 3 confession.
admit v -mitting, -mitted 1 con-

adv.
fess, acknowledge, 2 concede
the truth of. 3 allow n,  admit-

tence A permission to enter,  Bd-
miittedly odv it must be agreed.
admixture n 1 mixture. 2 ingre-
dient.

admonish v reprove sternly.
monition r

ad nauseam [ad naw-zec.am)
adv fotin 10 a boring or sicken-
ing extait.

ado 7 fuss, troubile.

adobe [ad-eh-bee] & sun-dried
biick.

adolescence ;1 pericd bebween
puberty and aduithood.  adolss-
et f, odf (person) between pu-
berty and adulthood.

adopt v 1 take (someans else’s
child} as ane’s own. 2 take up (a
plan or principle}.  adeption »
adoptive odf related by adoption.
adore v 1 love intensely. 2 wor-
ship  adorable odj adoration n
adoring od; adoringly oav

adorn v decorate, embeailish.
adornmant n

ADP automatic data processing.
adrenal [ad-resn-al] odi near the
kdneys, adranal glands glands
coveting the Lop of the kidneys.
adrenalin, adrenaline n hor-
mone secreted by the adrenal
glands in response to stress
adrift adj, oov § drifting. 2 with-
out a clear purpose,
adroit adi quick and
adroitly gdv  advoitmass »
adsork v (of a gas or vapour}
condense and form a thin film
an a surface.  adsorbent adf ad-
sorption n

adulation » uncritical agmiration.
adult odj 1 fully grown, matgre,
+ 2 adult person or animal.
adulthoad n

adulterate v spoit something b
adding inferios material.  adul
teration n

adultery n, p/ -teries sexual un-
faithfulness of a husband or
wife, aduiterar, adulteress n
aduttarous gdj

adv. adverb.

ad-

skitful.



advance

advance v 1 go or brng for-
ward, 2 further {a cause}. 3 pro-
pose (an idea). 4 lend (4 sumn of
money). +n 5§ forward move-
ment. & improvement. 7 lean,
+pt 8 approaches to a person
with the hope of starting a ro-
mante  or  sexual refationship.
+0df 9 done or happening be-
fore an event in  advance
ahead. adwanced adj 1 at a late
stage i development, 2 not el
ementary. advancement n pro-
maotien.
advantage n 1 more favoyrable
posttion or stale 2 benefit or
profit, 3 Tenmis peint scored afier
deuce. take advantage of 1 use
{a person) unfairly. 2 use (an op-
prarunity). advantagequs ady
advantageously adv advantaged
odf in a superior social or finan-
cial position,
advent 5 T arrival. 2 {(A-) seaspn
of Four weeks before Christmas.
Adventist 7 member of a Chns-
tian sect that believes in the im-
minent return of Christ
adventitious od added or ap-
pearing acodentally.
adventure n exciting and risky
undertaking or exploit.  adven-
turer, adventurass n 1 person
who unserdpulously seeks mon-
ey or power, 2 person who
secks adventures.  adventurous
adf adwemurously odv
adverb n word that adds infor-
mation about a wverly, adjective,
or other advery. adverbial odj
adversary [ed-verse-er-ree] o, pi
-saries Qpponent of enemy.
advarse gdj 1 unfavourable. 2 an-
tagonistic or hestile.  adversely
adv  adversity n very difficult or
hard circumstances.
advert n Informal advertisernent.
advartisa v 1 present or praise
{goods or services) to the public
in order to encoudrage  sakes. 2
make (a vacency, ewent, etc.}
knewn pubiicly.  advertisement
# public announcement to sell
goods or publicize an event. ad-

8 aeroplane

vertisar n advertising od; n
advice n recammendation as to
what Lo do. advise v 1 offer ad-
vice to. 2 notify (someone).  ad-
viser, advisar n  advisshle od
prudent, sensible. advisability n
advisory od) giving advice.  ad-
vised odf considered, thought-
out, e.qg. if-odved. adwisedly
adv deliberately.

advacaat n liqueur with a raw
egg hase.

atvocate v 1 propose of recom-
mend. +n 2 person who public-
ly supperts a cause. 3 Soot barris-
ter. acvocacy r

adza n tool with an arched blade
at right angles to the handle.
aagis [ee-|iss] n sponsorship, pro.
tection,

aeolian harp [ee-oh-lee-an]
muzical Ihstrument  that  pro-
duces scunds when the wind
passes over its strings.

apon  [ee-on] a1 mmeasurably
long period of time.

aprate v put gas into {3 liquid),
as when making a fizey drink.
aeration

aerial od 1 in, from, or operal-
ing in the air. 2 relating to air-
craft, #n ¥ metal pole, wire,
et¢., for receiving or transmit-
ting radio or TY signals,
aerobatics pf n stunt flying.
aerahatic Gdf

asrobics 1 exercises designed o
increase the amourt of oxygen
in the blood. aerohic  od)
aarobicalty agv

aerodrome n small airport.
aerodynamics n study of how
air flows around moving solid
objects. aerodynamic ady
aerofoil n part of an aircraft,
such 25 the wing, designed to
give [ift.

agrogram n airmail letter on a
sm?ie sheet of paper that seals
to form an envelope.
aeranautics n study or practice
of aircraft flight. aeronawtical adr
aeroplane n powered flying vehi-
cle with fixed wings.

n



aerosol

aorosol n pressurized can from
which a substance can be dis.
pensed 25 a fire spray.
aprospaca n earth’s atrmosphere
and space bey()nd.
aasthatic {iks-thet-ik] adj Telating
to the appreciaton of art and
beayty,  sesthetics n study of
an, beauty, and gond taste, ass-
theticalty odv  asstheta [oass-
theet] n person who has or af-
fects an extravagart love of art,
aestheticism n
asther o same as ETHER.
astiology  [ee-tee-ol-a-jeg} n
54me as FRLoGY,
afar oav frem afer from or at a
great distance
affable ooy frendly and easy 1o
talk to  aifably odv  affability n
affait » 1 event or happening. 2
sexual relatignship outside mar-
rage. 3 thing to be done or at-
tended to ep/ 4 personal or
business intdrests, § matters of
public interest,
affect' v 1 act on, influence. 2
rmove {someone) ernobionally.
affect! v 1 put on a show of. 2
wear or use by preference, affec-
tation n attitude or manner put
on to impress,  sthected adi 1 dis-
playing affectation. 2 pretended.
affection n fandness or love, af-

foctionate adi loving. affection-
ately ooy
affianced [af-fie-anst] odi O

{ashiomed engaged to be married.
affidavit [ai-fid-dave-t} n written
staternent made on oath
affiliate v (of a group) link up
with a larger group.  sffiliztion
sffinity n, pf -ties 1 cose connec-
tion or diking, 2 ciose resem-
biarce. 3 chamical attraction.
affirm » 1 declare 1o be true, 2
uphold or confirrn {an ea or
belief). affirmation 7 afflrma-
tive 1, aof (word of phrase] inds.-
cating agreement

affix v 1 attach or fasten. +n 2
word or syllable added to a
waord to change it meaning.
afffict v give pam or grief to,  af-

afterbirth

fliction n

aifluent odf having plenty of
money. affluenta n wealth

afford v 1 have encugh money
te buy. 2 be able to spare (the
nime etc.). 3 give or supply. af-
fordable adr

afforast v plant trees on
estation n

affray n ncisy fight, brawl.

affront v. n insult,

Afghan ad of Afghanistan or its
language.  Afghan hound large
slim dog with long silky hair

aficionado [af-fish-yo-mah-da] n,
! dos enthusiastic fan of some-
thing of sormetne.

affeld adv far ofiald far away.

aflama adj burning.

afloat ach, odr 1 floating. 2 at sea.

sfoot o odi happening, m op-
eration.

aforesaid, aforsmentioned og
referred to previously

aferathought odf premeditated,
e.g. with molice oforethought,

Afr. Africaln).

affrlaid adj Y trightened. 2 regret-
ul.

affoe-

afresh acdv again, anew,

African ady 1 of Africa. » n 2 per-
san from  Africa. African-
American 7 1 American of Afri-
can descent. eadi 2 of African-
Americans.  African violat house
piant with pink or purple flowers
and hairy leaves.

Afrikaans n language used in $
Alrica, related to Qutch,
Afrikaner o White 5 African
whose mother tongue is Afri-
kaans.

Afro- cornbining form African, £.q.
Afro-Corapbegr
aft adv at or towards the rear of
a ship ar aircraft.
after prep 1 follawin
place. 2 in pursuit of. 3 in mita-
tion of scon 4 at a later time
than. # aav 5 at a later time. =f-
ters pl n informol dessert.
afterbirth » material expelied
from the wombs after childbirth.

in trme or



