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?; Pre-reading Questions

1. What purposes do you primarily use your computer for?

2.Do you often go online? What can you do on the Web?

3.Do you find the Internet funny? Why?

4 If the computer could do anything you want, what would you

find the most useful or interesting?
w w w w w w

(1)  Build the highway and watch the town grow. At first a few shops
appear and maybe a restaurant. Then a hotel opens. Eventually new
houses are built. A village is born.

(2)  This is also how the virtual world' has developed . Think of the
Internet as the road carrying information between two computers . Think
of the World Wide Web as the village . At first it is just a place on the
virtual road where travellers meet. More travellers come bringing new
kinds of personal, academic and commercial information. New villages
are started . Eventually , communities of the mind stretch out over the far
horizon® . _

(8)  Every village has a founder. Tim Berners-Lee is the man who
wrote the software programme that led to the foundation of the World
Wide Web . Britain played a vital role in developing the first generation
of computers. The parents of Tim Berners-Lee both worked on one of
the earliest commercial computers and talked about their work at home .
As a child he would build models of computers from packaging materi-
al.

(4)  After graduating from Oxford University he went on to the real
thing. In the 1980’ s scientists were already communicating using a
primitive’ version of E-mail. While working at a laboratory in Switzer-
land Tim Berners-Lee wrote a programme which let him store these
messages. This gave him another idea. Write a programme that will let



academics from across the world share information on a single site. In
1990 he wrote the HTTP* and HTML programmes which form the basis
of the World Wide Web.

(5) How did he get the idea” He tells us in his own words—and on
his own website. “There have always been things that people are good
at and things that computers have been good at. But there is little ove-
rlap’ between the two. One of the things computers were not able to do
was store contacts from different sources.The dream behind the Web is
of a common space in which we communicate by sharing information .”
(6)  The next year his programmes were placed on to the Internet.
Everyone was welcome to use them and improve them if they could.
Programmers adapted his codes to work with different operating sys-
tems. New features like web browsers and search engines were devel-
oéed . Between 1991 and 1994 the number of web pages rose from 10 to
100,000

(7 Tim Berners-Lee could have followed the Microsoft route by
forming a company to sell the programmes he invented. Or he could
have joined an existing company. But in his view the Web is a lan-
guage, not a product. Charging a fee for using his programmes would
have slowed the growth of the Web. And other companies would make
similar products to compete. Instead of one World Wide Web there
would be several smaller Webs . Each would use incompatible (7~ ] 3
25 #9) software . The Web is valuable because it uses a common comput-
er language to reach people and share information. Competing webs
would lose this value. Imagine if somebody sent you a bill’ every time
you spoke a word of English.

(8)  In 1994 Tim Bemers-Lee formed the newly formed World Wide
Web Consortium ([H BRI Hl)or W3C. More than 200 leading compa-
nies and laboratories are represented by W3C. Together they make sure
that everyone ,no matter what their equipment or software, can partici-

pate equally on the web. At a commercial level, this means sharing

-




technical information so that everyone involved has a fair chance to
reach consumers. For content providers, it means encouraging a respon-
sible use of the medium.

t9)  Right now the world is focused on e-commerce. The invention of
the Web has seen new companies grow at an astonishing rate . It brings
rapid rewards to people with imagination and new ideas. Sometimes it
seems like millionaires are created overnight. This was made possible
because Tim Berners-Lee gave his invention away.Now he reminds us
that if the Web is to keep its appeal it needs to be more than just a
shopping mall® .

(10)  “The Web can help people to understand the way that others
live and love and are human. It helps us understand the humanity of

people. "he says .

@ Notes

1. virtual world: unreal world on the World Wide Web
2. the far horizon: the furthest distance the eye can see
3. primitive: something in its original form which has not been

improved
4. HTTP: hypertext transfer protocol , &8 3C 4 1% 4 th i
5. HTML: hypertext mark-up language the computer programme
used to publish words on the Web, ¥ X &45i0i1E5 S
6 .overlap: when two or more edges or boundaries cross
7.sent you a bill: an expression meaning “made a charge for
products or services”

8.shopping mall:a building containing shops



