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The Great Wall, which coils like a guardian dragon over the undulating
terrain of northern China, is comparable to any other historic wonder of the
world in significance and grandeur. The building and rebuilding of it reflect
the ups and downs of China’s dynasties over a period of more than 2,000
years.

In the days when wars were fought mainly by infantry and cavalry, stur-
dy city-walls and well-guarded passes were of vital importance in defence. So
the Great Wall was one of the most stupendous defence works built in ancient
times.

In the Spring and Autumn period (770-256 B. C.), when the various
dukedoms that China was divided into were in a constant state of internecine
warfare, defensive walls were built around cities and along the boundaries.
After unifying all the states into the powerful Qin Dynasty in 221 B. C. , Qin
Shi Huang, the first emperor of the Qin Dynasty joined up the northern walls

of the former states of Qin, Zhao and Yan and lengthened them to form a bar-




rier extending more than 5,000 km. Reinforcement of the Great Wall contin-
ued throughout the following dynasties, among which the Han (206 B. C. -
A.D. 220) and Ming (1368-1644) periods saw feverish efforts to shore up this
huge defensive barrier. Most of the wall which can be seen today was rebuilt
in the Ming Dynasty. It covers some 7,300 km, from the Shanhai Pass in
Hebei Province in the east to the Jiayu Pass in Gansu Province in the west.
Fortunately it retains its dignified and ancient aura as a result of good preser-
vation.

The Great Wall has hundreds of passes and over 10,000 watchtowers.
The wall, following steep terrain and displaying every variety of ancient mili-
tary architecture, is the main body of what used to be China’s main redoubt
guarding the fertile Central Plain against the barbarian hordes. The Ming
Great Wall is ten m. high and five m. wide, on average. Five horses can can-
ter side by side along the top of it. The battlements were manned by bowmen
in times of attack. The defenders were housed in forts located at strategic in-
tervals. Also situated in a regular pattern were beacon towers which gave
warning along the full length of the wall and far inland of the approach of any
enemy.

There are dozens of passes on the Great Wall well-known for their mag-
nificent views and important locations. Situated to the northeast of Qinhuang-
dao City in Hebei Province, the Shanhai Pass —the “No. 1 Pass On the Great
Wall” —extends into the Bohai Sea at the “Old Dragon’s Head,” at the east-

ernmost end of the Great Wall. The square pass joins mountainous terrain



with the sea, and was easy to defend but difficult to attack. The Juyong Pass,
located in a valley at Mount Yanshan, 50 km. northwest of Beijing, was built
in the Ming Dynasty and is famous for the lush greenery of the hills round it.
In addition, there is the delicately carved structure called Cloud Terrace at the
pass. The westernmost end of the Great Wall, the Jiayu Pass, is located in
Gansu Province and is preserved almost entire. It is called the “Soul of the
Great Wall” for its dignified and towering structure.

As time went by, the Great Wall lost its military importance and became
a historic relic much beloved of sightseers. Visitors today, standing on the top
of the Great Wall, are often amazed at its awesomeness and marvel at the
great power of the ancient Chinese people in conquering nature. There is an
old Chinese saying that goes, “He who hasn’t been to the Great Wall is not a

true man,’

> which is also a warm greeting to every tourist coming to gaze upon
this wonder of the world.

The Great Wall is a milestone in the history of the world’s architecture.
The present well-preserved Great Wall was built in the Ming Dynasty. It ex-
tends some 6,300 km. , from the Shanhai Pass in Hebei Province in the east to
the Jiayu Pass in Gansu Province in the west. This album concentrates on the
Great Wall skirting Beijing, and the famous scenic spots along the wall, pre-

senting its magnificent views from different angles.
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The Great Wall is a mighty defensive bulwark which has witnessed over 2.000
years of Chinese history. Its construction started in the Spring and Autumn and
Warring States periods (770- 256 B. C.) and was completed in the Ming Dynasty
(1368-1644). The existing Wall starts at the Jiayu Pass. Gansu Province, in the
west and terminates at the Shanhai Pass. Hebei Province, in the east —'a total
length of over 6,300 km.
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Old Dragon’s Head

The eastern end of the Ming Dynasty
Great Wall is actually in the sea off the
coast of Hebei Province, It is called the
Old Dragon’s Head, as it extends to the
Bohai Sea, just like the head of a huge
dragon.
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Shanhai Pass >

The passes in the Great Wall were gen-
erally built at gaps between mountains .
or at the confluences or turns of rivers
and valleys. In the east of Hebei
Province, jutting into the sea is the
“No. 1 Pass Under Heaven,” the Shan-
hai Pass.
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Cloud Terrace at Juyong Pass

More than 50 km, northwest of Beijing is the
Juyong Pass, one of the most famous passes in
the Ming Dynasty Great Wall. In the pass
there is a white marble terrace built in the
Yuan Dynasty (1206-1368). The terrace bears
exqguisite carvings of the Four Heavenly Kings
and passages from the Buddhist scriptures in
six languages.
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Badaling Section of the Great Wall

Badaling, a famous section of the Great Wall,
is located on a ridge of the Yanshan Moun-
tains, which stand at the north end of Juyong
Pass and rise to 1,000 m. above sea level. The
terrain is difficult of access and a strategic posi-
tion. Badaling is one of Beijing’s major tourist
attractions.
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Badaling at sunset.
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