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An Introduction to Ancient Chinese Jadeware

HAN BAOQUAN

Jadeware, a rare spray of Chinese art, is one of the gems which shine
splendidly among the treasure trove of Chinese historical relics. Dating
back to as early as the period of the Hemdu Culture of Neolithic Age, the
Chinese jadeware lasted for seven thousand years running. In primitive
society, there were handicraft jade works in North and West Europpe, in
Lake Baikal, among Indians of South and North Americas and Maoris of
New Zealand, but they all did not survive very long, and therefore, could
not be mentioned in the same breath with Chinese jadeware. A long and
time-honoured history of manufacturing, an exquisite handicraftsmanship,
an elegant modelling and an artful disposition of the nch and varegated
colours, form the striking characteristics of the Chinese jadewares.

Jade articles caught the fancy of the ancient Chinese people chiefly
because of its adamant substance, beautiful colours and slick surface. In
the old Chinese texicon "Shuo Wen Jie Zi” (a dictionary of Chinese charac-
ters), jade was defined as “a beautiful stone intrinsic with five virtues™. In
the old time, any of the tustrous and rich-coloured mineral ores was called
“jade” by the ancient Chinese; nowadays. however, we know from scien-
tific analysis of mineral components that jade can roughly be divided into
two major kinds: the nephrite and the jadeite. Nephrite is a calcium and
magnecium silicate; being of a fibrous structure, it belongs to the category
of hornblende. The specific gravity nearing 3, 1t is more adamant than most
of other mineral ores except diamond and quartz. Jadeite is a sodium and
aluminium silicate, of a compact crystalline structure, belonging to the kind
of pyroxene. Its specific gravity amounting to 3.33, it is harder than
nephrite. Both nephrite and jadeite would be colourless or white if unaf-
fected by other factors, but usually they are variegated and multi-coloured,
showing a gamut of natural hues, because they are mixed up with other
elements and are under the infection and encroachment of them.

In ancient China, there were a good number of places where jade was
produced: they are chiefly Hetian, Xingjiang, Dushan of Nanyang. Henan;
Youyan, Liaoning, etc. In old literature, it was also chronicled that Lantian
mountains yield beautiful jade. But most of the jade that was produced in
China, was nephrite; thence there was no jadeite articles in ancient-China
treasure-trove. it was not untl the 18th century, when jadeite was intro-
duced from Burma that the Chinese began to make handicraft out of
ladeite

In ancient China, there was a variety of jade articles for various pur-
poses, covering many fields of social life. At first, in virtue of its adamant
substance and beautiful hues, it was used as appliances and adornments.
Owing to the rarity of the raw material and the difficulty in its manufactur-
ing. it was exceptionally valued by those who owned it. When the primi-
tive religion was emerging, people used jade articles as ritual wares to be
dedicated to gods and ghosts. In class society, the rulers offered sacrifices
to heaven and earth and their ancestors with ritual articles which were all
made of jade. Jade was considered “the most precious treasure of the na-
tion”. Besides, in feudal society, nearly all important things had something
to do with jade: the pageant equipages that exhibited majesty and sublim-
ity; the ensigns and medals that indicated ranks of nobility and dignity; the
tokens and tallies that warranted royal edict or other important decrees;
the wril used in grand ceremonies, such as worshipping the god of
Taishan, the cevenant in grand meetings of sovereigns to form alliances:
the credentials of posthumous conferment or obituary statement of an
emperor or an empress; utensils in a scholar's reading room for apprecia-
tion and decoration; and other necessaries of daily life, all these things
were either directly made of jade, or partly furmshed with it.

Why was jadeware so much valued and lasting for so long a time In
the Chinese history? Aside from the reasons that it has excellent natural
attnbutes, such as adamant substance and beautiful colours, the more im-
portant reason is that people extended its natural attributes into the social
realm, bestowing a virtuous attribute to jade. The so-called “five virtues”
that jade was endowed, were: "Benefiting the people by teaching them
the doctrine of moderation, this is the principle of endearment; knowing
the inside from 1ts outside veins, this is the principle of integrity. emitting
a sonorous and far-reaching sound, this is the principle of intelligence;
being better broken than flexible, this is the principle of courage, being
clean and honest without stain or greed, this is the principte of honour ™
Such being the five virtues of jade, the gentleman tried his best to match
with it. It is natural that the gentleman's wvirtues would be made more
manifest by wearing jadewares. So it was particularly stressed in ancient
China that a gentleman should not part with his jadeware without rhyme or
reason. in order to show how clean and flawless, honest and upright he
was. Additionally, on occasions such as religious consecration, court audi-
ence ceremonies. etc. jJade was both the scepter of the supreme governor,
and the symbol of the various high-ranked officials of the state. It goes
without saying that the ruling class was peculiarly fond of jadewares. As a
matter of course, jade was not only such as appealing to man's perceptual
reception by its natural attribute, but also as inspiring man's sense of
worship and respect by its extended social attnbute. And especially so,

when the Confucianists "endowed jade with a philosophical ideology and
thus moralized it by abstracting its natural attribute; endowed it with a doc-
trine of yin and yang (the negative and positive principles of the world) and
thus religionized it by arranging the jade articles according to their various
forms: and endowed it with titles and ranks and thus politicalized 1t by
comparing its dimensions and magnitude.” Such a theoretical epitome had
become the ideological basis and spiritual support of the development of
jadeware in later generations. And exactly owing to the peculiar position it
occupied In Chinese history, jadeware played an important role which
could not be superseded by other artwares in political, economic, ideoio-

gical, cultural, ethical, religious and various cther fieids in the ancient socie-
ty of China.

From archaeological excavations we know that there were no jade-
wares discovered in the Paleolithic Period. This is because the then pro-
ductive forces were rather at a very low level, and their technique which
was marked with chipped stone implements, was unable to process and
shape the jade material, which was too hard to be carved without
polishing. It was only when human seciety had stepped into the Neolithic
Period, when people began to learn, through long accumulation of produc-
tive expenences, the art of polishing, rubbing, engraving, boring, cutting
and sawing, especially, the last process in manufacturing a Jadeware, that
is. polishing, (probably with the tiny particles of gnit, to make the surface of
jadeware look more smooth and clean) and when people’s manufacturing
technique got more and more advanced, that the Chinese people began to
deal with the harder and tougher materials like jade, bone and horn, and
after they had learned to use the arenaceous guartz to process and pohsh
the matenal, a jadeware was finally shaped. From then on. an epoch of
jade manufacturing was pioneered. This might be called the embryonic
period.

In this period, aside from some jade tools of production, such as jade
axes, jade shovels, etc. there were also other jade articles discovered.
which were mostly for the purpose of wearing or decoration, like the pen-
nannular jade ring (jade ring with a nick); a pendant and a semi-annular
jade pendant, etc. A few others were for ritual and sacrificial purposes.
they are, the “bi" (a round and flat piece of jade with a hole 0 its center.
the “cong” {a long and hollow piece of jade with rectangular sidesi. the
“gui” {an elongated and pointed tablet of jade to be held in a ruler's hands!.
etc. These jade articles were mostlynplain-faced and simple-patterned. and
invested with an artistic style of unsophisticated simplicity.

Among the various sites of the Neolithic Period in Central China. in
Shaanxi and Gansu Provinces, there were only a very small number of jad-
ewares excavated, for example, in Banpo site and Jiangzhai site of the
Xi‘an Area, only a very few jade articles were excavated, which are ail de-
corations, like pendants. balls. etc. They are small in size and crude n
workmanship, some were only done with a few strokes of polishing and &
hole bored in the center. In the sites of later Longshan Culture. however.
more jadewares were found, of which the Shimao Longshan Culture jade-
ware discovered in Shenmu County, Northern Shaanxi, 1s rather typical
Their workmanship is a little more advanced, though the two Jade "bi” of
this period. which were included in this book, still look very rough: they
are (rregular in roundness and uneven in circumference and there is no pat-
tern or decoration on s surface Al these show their simphcity ana
unsaphisticatedness in the processing technigue.

However, in the sites of the Hongshan Culture which scattereg =
Northeast and Inner Mongolia of China, the Dawenkou Culture of tre
Shandong Area, and the Majpabin Culture, Songze Culture and the Liangzhu
Culture along the Southeastern Coast of China, large amounts of ade-
wares were unearthed, of which the jade dragon of the Hongshan Cuture
and the jade “cong” of the Liangzhu Culture, are the most exquisite. repre-
senting the highest attainment of jadeware manufacturing of the prmtae
society of China. Meanwhile, we can see evidently from the papace
marks left on the surface of the two “bi” of the Liangzhu Culture, that tre
primitive people knew the application of the rotating wheels and must
have used them in the polishing of jadewares. Obviously, the jade man-
ufactunng had entered a new era, and began to be separated from s:core
workmanship at large and became an independent art

Since the slave society came into being in China, the jade manufaci--
ing technique had made a great stride along with the emergence of re
bronze implements. We have found in the stratum of the Xia-Dynasty C.-
fure of the site of Erhtou, Yansh County, Henan Province, a large numpe”
of peculiar bronze implements: there are, for example. a yigsaw for cutting
the bit and the tube of a drill, a rotating wheet for polishing stones, etc A




Another batch of jadewares, presumably the funeral objects of the
Weiling Mausoleum, was discovered in the vicinity of Weiling Mausocleum
of Han Yuandi, at the Xianyang City. They include a white jade immortal
galloping horse, a jade bear, a jade eagle, and a jade “bixie” (a mythical
winged animal, who was said to be able to counteract evil force and help
the wearer gain a good luck). Their realistic style, plus the crystal-clear
substance and the refined polishing, renders them a conspicuous effect.
the horse seems really galloping; the bear, ponderous and clumsy; the
eagle, hovering vigourously in the air; and the "bixie”, ferocious and trucu-
lent...indeed, they are the choicest masterpieces of the Western Han
Dynasty. Besides, there is a jasper pig-shaped pillow unearthed at the site
of the city wall of Chang'an, the old capital of the Western Han Dynasty,
vividly depicted with a succinct and skilled hand, which is reckoned to be
the implement of the royal family, too. Generally speaking, the jadewares
of the Han Dynasty may be found everywhere in the tombs of the Han
Dynasty. Typical of them are those that were discovered in large numbers
n the tombs of Liu Sheng and Du Wan, at Mancheng County, Hebei Pro-
vince; the tomb of the King of Southern Vietnam at Xianggang, Guangzhou
City; and the several big tombs of the King of Zhongshan and other impor-
tant royal personages at Dingxian County, Hebei Province. These jade-
wares, being manufactured with choice and crystal-clear jade material, fine
polish and graceful modeliing, adequately show us the high attainment of
the jadeware manufacturing technique of the Han Dynasty; especially
those unearthed at the tombs of Liu Sheng and Du Wan, which reveal a
complete series of funeral jadewares in the heyday of the Western Han
Dynasty. Owing to the prevalence of expensive burial at the time, funeral
jadewares were constantly exhumed, the most commonly seen around the
Xi‘an area, are jade cicadas, jade pigs and jade plugs. a pair of jade pigs
were exhumed at Shanmenkou, Southern Suburbs of Xi'an, which, howev-
er. unlike the usual recumbent ones, are in the posture of running. They
are really exquisite in workmanship and lifelike in depiction. In like manner,
the jadewares unearthed from the tombs of King of Zhongshan and others,
are artwares that embody the style of incessant innovation of the workers
and magnificence and gorgeousness of their works in the Eastern Han
Dynasty; especially, the hair-thin gossomer engraving, vigourous yet
smooth, had farreaching influence on later jadeware manufacturing in
terms of aristry.

During the Wei, Jin, and Southern and Northern Dynasties, owing to
the constant internecine wars, plus the then prevailing impact of Buddhism
on the Chinese art, the jade manufacturing was by far the inferior to that
of the previous period both in quantity and quality in spite of its inheritage
of the tradition of the Western Han Dynasty. This can be preved by the
fact that there were fewer jadewares excavated in the tombs of this
period 0 the areas of Xi'an, Nanjing, Anhui, etc.

I\

During the Sui and Tang Dynasties, China was a strong power with a
prosperous economy. In such a good circumstance, the jadeware manufac-
tunng industry developed with a great impetus never before seen. During
this period, the tools for jade manufacturing were further improved:
various types of drill bit (knife] and drill tube, different-sized grinding
wheels and the diamond stylus which can directly inscribe on jade, had all
been in wide use, effectively improving the proficiency and accuracy of the
jadeware processing. Under the influence of painting and sculpture of the
time, the jade manufacturing also took as its subject matter the figures,
animals, flowers and birds of daily life, orienting itself to the secular and
realistic trend; and simultaneously, it treated its object with an artistic ex-
aggeration, so as to highlight the key part, thus giving it a tincture of
romanticism. Large amounts of fine and practicable jadewares emerged;
flower-and bird-designed decorations were adopted on most of the jade-
wares, these were the two features never before seen in the manufactur-
ing of jadewares.

There are a number of jadewares unearthed at the tombs of Li Jingx-
un of the Sui Dynasty in Xi'an, among which are a gold-burroned white
jade cup and a pair of gold-inlaid white jade bracelets, with a slick and soft
substance and a refined polish, appearing guite tuxurious and distingue,
under the radiance of both gold and jade. The jade girdle "kua” (a kind of
girdle pendant or trapping, denoting the rank of the wearer), which we dis-
covered in large number in the tombs of the Tang Dynasty, are mostly
carved in low relief with a chiseled foil, and with lines carved in intaglio for
the detailed parts; and their subject matter being mainly female dancers or
players, attendants or retainers in the court; most of them being figurines
like people coming from the west, with high nose and full beard, playing
music and dance. there are also six jade pieces of head ornaments exca-
vated in the site of Xingaing Palace of the Tang Dynasty, among which we
can see on a paper-thin, leaf-shaped hair decoration, with designs of ram-
pant flowers, mandarin ducks and pomegranates engraved on both sides.

How can the craftsman arrange so many designs in so smalt a space In
neat array, and yet their images are so vivid and vital, is indeed a marvel!
Besides, a jade openworked square compact unearthed at the site of Dam-
ing Paiace of the Tang Dynasty, is also such an artware, that is, covered all
over with openwork flowers and mandarin ducks designs and daintily and
dexterously wrought. We can see from these precious artwares what a
high level the artistic technique had attained, and how unique and original
their artistic style is, during that time.

If it i1s true that the jadewares of the Sui and Tang Dynasties were ex-
aggerative in form and structure and vivid and vital in tone and gualities,
then, it is also true that the jadewares of the Song Dynasty are succinct,
realistic and natural, all the more stressing the portrayal of the object’'s in-
ternal world, attaining to a new height of combining the form with the spir-
it. The white jade wearing pendant engraved with flower and bird designs;
the pietra dura plague pendant engraved with deer and crane designs; and
the white jade plague pendant with goose designs, excavated at Xi'an, are
all vivid and vital, and full of pep. From these jadewares we can see how
deep the influence of flower and bird painting of the time is on the man-
ufacturing of jadewares; and how impartant a result of realism and secular-
ism the jadeware had achieved in its decorative style. And what is more,
the fashion of collecting and collating the stone-and jade-wares which was
prevalent in the Song Dynasty, also help to advance the manufacturing and
circulating of the imitation jadewares.

During the Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties, the Chinese jadeware
manufacturing had stepped in-to the zenith of its development. A highly
developed jadeware manufacturing industry had successively taken place
in Suzhou, Yangzhou, Hangzhou and Nanjing of Southern China; *and In
Beijing, Tianjin, etc. of Northern China; among these places, the most
commonly known was the Alley of Zhuanzhu of Suzhou, where expert and
prominent workers and craftsmen converged, whose exquisite artistry was
made known all over the country. During the Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynas-
ties, there were special organs in charge of jade manufacturing in the royal
palace, called the jadeware Workshop of the Royal Family or the jadeware
Workshop of the Ministry of Works, who were to meet the great need of
the royal family for jadeware. The jade material mainly came from tribute
During this period, the application of jadeware in society was more wide-
spread, concerning more fields of daily life. Huge-sized jade engravings
were outcropping continually, too. To manufacture jadewares merely for
the purpose of furnishing and appreciation had been a vouge and the main
trend of the time. The technique of jadeware manufacturing was also
promoted to an unprecedented height. Under the deep influence of other
sister trades, such as painting, calligraphy and technical sculpture, the jade-
ware workers also pursued artistic conception and romantic charm, tem-
perament and interest, so as to meet the refined tastes of the literati. Dur-
ing the Qianlong years of the Qing Dynasty, owing to the adequate supply
of jade material, the encouragement of the royal family and the social re-
quirements for jadewares, the artistry of jade engraving had obtained a
peerless achievement.

The representative works of this period are: “the Great Jade Ocean of
Dushan” of the Yuan Dynasty. now preserved in the Pavilion of Jade Re-
pository, Tuancheng, Beijing; a number of jade articles such as the jade
“gui” (tablet). jade {ar, jade “jue” (a kind of wine vessel with three legs and
a loop handle). jade pendant. etc. unearthed at Ding Ling Mausoleum of
Emperor Wanli of the Ming Dynasty, especially, the "Great Jade Mountain
of the Great Yu Harnessing the Flood”, of Qianlong of Qing Dynasty, in im-
itation of the tone of Song Dynasty, all these really hitting the acme of
perfection. There are a great number of fine and exquisite art streasures
handed down to present: the four jade articles collected by the Board of
Management of Cultural Relics of Xi'an City, are: a jade engraved goose,
which looks vivid and true to life; the white jade plum cup of the Ming
Dynasty, which shows a tone of naturalness; and the white jade open-
worked round box of the Qing Dynasty, which presents us a superb waork-
manship; all these show only a small part of the jade engraving during its
heyday, and from these we can imagine the whole.

Since the founding of the People's Republic of China, the Board of
Management of Cultural Relics of the Xi'an City, has carried out a number
of archaeological excavations in the Xi'an area, chiefly through the co-
ordination of the capital construction; and has collected_the cultural relics
unearthed or still scattered in society, among which, 3.000 odd are jade
articles. Now we compiled this album of about 100 jade articles of the
various periods from among them, in the hope that this systematic display
of the jade articles (mostly published) will help you to trace the develop-
ment of jadewares in ancient China. We sincerely expect correction, be-
cause of the inevitable mistakes due to our limitations.




these things show clearly that the skilled application of these implements
would have greatly facilitated the manufacture of jadewares and made a
progress in its craftsmanship, with the result that a more regular and pre-
cise formation, a more labourand time-saving polishing and a more
smooth-faced and neatly patterned looks of a jadeware had been achieved.
In the meantime, owing to the increasing need of jadeware by the slave
owners, the jade manufacturing became more and more centralized into
the metropolis and important cities, forming itself gradually into a separate
and specialized trade of handicraft. Thence the jadeware manufacturing
had stepped into its burgeoning period.

The jade articles unearthed in the Erlitou cultural site belong to the Xia
and the early Shang Dynasties. They are of a number of types: for exam-
ple, there are the jade dagger-axe; the jade knife; the jade battle-axe; the
jade “"gui”; the jade tablet; the jade “yuan” {something like a "bi", but with
a larger hole and a narrower rim); the jade handle, etc. all of them being
exquisitely manufactured. The jade articles of pageant equipages and ritual
wares were mostly evolved from weapons and tools of production. The
Jade dagger-axe, unearthed at the Laoniupo site of early Shang Dynasty, in
the East suburbs of Xi'an, could serve as an example. It was exquisitely
polished and regularly shaped, and used only as a non-practicable pageant
equipage. In the tombs of later Shang Dynasty, unearthed jadewares are
numbered by thousands. In the Tomb of Fuhao alone of the Yin Dynasty
Rumns of Anyang County, there were as many as 755 articles of jadewares
unearthed in 1976. These jade articles fall into six major kinds they are
ritual wares, pageant equipages, tools, life necessaries, decorations and
miscellanies. Among these things, there is a jade "gui” (a round-mouthed
food vessel with two or four loop handless), a replica of the namesake
ritual ware in bronze, i1s a paragon of its description ever found. Besides,
there are many jade decorations in the round, like the jade figurine, the
jade dragon, jade tiger, jade elephant, jade crane, etc. all being artistic rari-
ties, exquisitely polished and realistically engraved. The jade figurine looks
a little dull at the first sight, but when you look at it more carefully, there
seems to be a hideous expression on its face. Taken as a whole, this
batch of jadewares had made greater advances than ever in terms of
formation, pattern, polish and engraving. We can see from this and many
other batches of jadewares unearthed in the sites and tombs of the Shang
Dynasty that the metropolis where in the royal Yin family lived, had be-
come the largest centre of jadeware manufacturing at that time. In the
court of the Yin rulers, there must also be some relevant officials who
were in special charge of the handicraft workshops for jadeware manufac-
turing, where at the skilled workers and expert craftsmen from all over the
country gathered and lived in compact community to supply jadewares for
the royal and noble families; and the chances are that their technique must
represent the highest attainment of jadeware workmanship at that time.

Succeeding to the Shang Dynasty's technique. the jadewares of the
Western Zhou Dynasty had a similar jadeware workmanship to that of later
Shang Dynasty. But from the middle period onward, they began to form a
style of their own, little by little, in the manufacturing of jadewares. In
comparison with jadewares of the Shang Dynasty, theirs seem to be more
simplified and more exaggerative, more vivid and lifelike. For example,
most of the jadewares unearthed in bo Tomb, Baoji County, Shaanxi Pro-
vince, are flat like a plague, few of them being three-dimensional; they
were simple and succinct in modelling, but seemed to be left unadomed in
detail. THe crafts men seemed to lay emphasis chiefly on the main charac-
tenstics of the object: they sketched lines in a more vigourous and
smoother way, and made their work look more vivid and natural, thus gain-
ing a more entrancing and attractive artistic effect. In addition, in the ruins
of Fenghao, the capital city of the Western Zhou Dynasty, there were con-
stantly jadewares discovered, among them, the most commonly seen are
decorations like the semi-annular jade pendant, jade fish, etc. Besides
these decorations, there were also ritual wares, like the jade "bi", jade
“cong”, etc. They were generally simple and succinct, and made of an in-
fenor substance. But occasionally there were some select ones: for exam-
ple, in the tombs of the Western Zhou Dynasty of the said ruins, we disco-
vered a jade semi-annular pendant with a bird pattern and a blue-coloured
Jade fish, which are top-notch master-works, superb in substance, and ele-
gant in modelling. In another tomb of a nobility, of about later or middle
period of the Western Zhou Dynasty, there were unearthed a number of
Jadewares like the jade deer, jade ox, jade hare, and jade bird, all being ex-
ceptionally exguisite, instinct with a unique style of the Western Zhou
Dynasty. Especially in this excavation, we found for the first time, the
funeral jade articles, in the shape of a man's eyes, nose, mouth, etc. put
on the dead lody's face, which were all delicately manufactured.

Up until the Eastern Zhou Dynasty, the jadewares had undergone a
change in their style: unlike those simple and succinct ones of the West-
ern Zhou Dynasty, they were decorated with patterns more complicated
and variable; and look more majestic and gorgeous; the detailed parts also
changed their patterns from plane to low relief; and the decorations are

mostly in designs of coiled dragons, whirls, animal masks, etc., very similar
to that on the bronze wares. All these changes, after all had laid a founda-
tion for the future evolution of jadewares in the Warring States Period

[1f

During the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States Peroa
China was in a historical era of social transformation, and feudalism was
gradually established in China proper. After the disintegration of the sever
Warring States, a strong and unified feudalist power, never before seen i~
Chinese history, under the Qin regime {which was soon superseded by the
Han regime) was set up At this time, because of the widespread appirca-
tion of the steel and iron implements, the tools used in jade manufacturing
were also improved; especially, because the innovation of wheelsacceler-
ated the speed of its rotation, coupled with the adoption of emery which s
harder than jade, in the polishing of jade articles, the technique of jade
manufacturing was given a great impetus and was making advances by
leaps and bounds. During this time, the jadeware manufacturing in China
was made moreand more perfect and had stepped into a new pernod of
speedy development.

During the Warring States Period, which was characterised by tre
spoilage of the established institution of "rites and music”, the feudal ru -
ers of various states competed with one another in the manufacturing of
jadewares, and to wear jadewares had been a fashion among the inteiiec-
tuals and government officials. Not only are the jadewares unearthed in
the tombs of the Warring States Period throughout the country, numerous
in amount, but they are also excellent in gquality. Of those jadewares, the
most well-known are that unearthed in the Tomb of Marquis ZengiYin at
Suixian County, Hubei Province, the number of which amounting almost 10
more than 300. They are chiefly decorations and furnisnings, like jade "bi”
semi-annular jade pendant, jade “pei” {also a kind of jade pendant as orna-
ment worn on the girdle), jade belt-hook and other jade pieces in the
snape of animals. They are elegantly modelled, delicately engraved and ex-
quisitely shaped. Among them, there is one jade pendant(pei) composed of
many joints, whose workmanship is particularly superb, maybe. reali
worthy of the praise "as wonderful a work as surpassing nature”™ It was sc
dexterously designed and so complicatedly engraved that there was no
such artwork ever before encountered in Chinese history. Another piece
that is comparable to this one is a big semi-annular jade pendant uneartred
in one of the tombs of the Warring States Period at Huixian County, Henan
Province, which is composed of seven pieces of jade and two gilded cop-
per animal heads, and is so peerlessly exquisite that it had won the fame
of “the royal orown of jade articles”. In the Xi'an area, there were aiso a
large number of jadewares unearthed in the tombs of the Warnng States
Period. In 1978, a batch of jadewares were unearthed at Huxian County. in
which there is one jade plaque of lizard-typed dragon, which locks quite
original and animated, in a galloping and soarng posture, giving us such an
impression that it seemed to be a living thing, full of dynamic energy in
brief, all these jade articles are invariably incarnated with a style of meticu-
losity and delicacy, charactenstic of the Warring States Period

During the Qin and Han Dynasties, when the state power of the feud-
al regime was in its heyday, a new artistic style in the manufacturing of
jadewares, a style of fortitude and magnitude, naturalness and uncon-
strainedness, directly opposite to the meticulous and delicate style of the
preceding period, had gradually come into being. The manufacturing arus-
try of jadewares during this time, had shattered the shackles of the pattern
and design of art, extricated itself from the mysterious and oracular atmos-
phere of religion ever since the Shang and Zhou Dynasties, and had found
a new way of development in the wide-spread application of the techri-
ques of hollow engraving, rehef and openwork, under the impact of the
realistic art of painting.

However, there were only a few jade articles of the Qin Dynasty aisc-
overed. In 1971, a cellar of jade articles of the Qin Dynasty was unearthed
at the Northern Suburbs of Xi‘an, in which there are altogether more than
80 jadewares, all being gray jade engravings, some of which are una-
dorned ritual wares, such as the jade “bi", jade "gui'(tablet), etc. others,
simple designed furnishings, such as the semi-annular jade pendant. ade
tiger, etc. In addition, there are 20 odd more jade figurines, both maie and
female, all plaque-like; and only the head and the upper part of the body
were depicted with a few strokes of lines; and the brows, eyes. mouth
and nose were carved in intaglio; and on the male's face., beards were
carved and buns of hair slanting on one side of the head. very much re-
sembling the pottery figunines of warriors in the pit of Qin Shihuang s
Mausoleum. Poorly manufactured and with a rather inferior workmanship
as they were, their realistic style is thought-provoking. Besides, a jade gob-
let was discovered in the ruins of the A-fang Palace, which is a rare
artware, displaying a very high artistic attainment with its beautiful mode'-
ing and gorgeous designs.
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1. & (Fasst)

Jade axe (Neolithic Age)
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2. k7 (FHsBH)
3. X7 (FasRA)D

Jade axe (Neolithic Age)
Jade knife (Neolithic Age)



4. 5% (Fossbsil)
6. k& (o)

Jade Hairpin (Neolithic Age)
Jade “bi"" (disc) (Neolithic Age)
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