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To the Teachers

P roficiency in Listening and Speaking is a book of listening and speaking activities
for advanced students of English. There are 15 main units and a listening test. Each main
unit is based on a different topic or theme and within each of them there are three or more
listening comprehension exercises and some speaking activities, designed to stimulate
students to share their ideas, opinions and experiences with each other. The topics
selected are the ones which are generally useful and realistic, and which students at this
stage need and want to talk about in English. The activities and tasks designed in this
book are generally also interesting, challenging, and more importantly, relevant to the
students themselves.

English is a language that is spoken not just in Britain, but all over the world — often
as a means of communication between people who have no other language in common.
The activities in this book do not attempt to prepare learners for ‘life in Britain or America’
but for using English as an international language. During the course, however, some
background knowledge of these two chief English-speaking countries is also presented
and practised at many points. This is intended to prepare students in some way to live
or work in an English speaking situation in the future.

Proficiency in Listening and Speaking is designed to be used as the oral/aural component
of any course which concentrates mainly on reading and writing skills, e.g. for post-
CET4 and CET6 English courses. And of course, it can also be used on its own as an
intensive ‘refresher course’ or optional course for graduates as well as undergraduates
who need to develop their fluency in English after they have completed their English
studies at the elementary level. This book is also ideal for those pre-departure students
who are on an intensive English course which prepares them to study in an English
speaking country.

Each unit in Proficiency in Listening and Speaking has three or more listening exercises,
the recording for which is on the tapes. Each listening exercise trains students’ listening
skills. At the same time, it provides students with a topic, a range of opinions or some
information based on which students can develop their language competence at a later
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stage. The language and the lexical items introduced in the listening material also help
students to participate more effectively in the activities that follow.

There is generally a ‘before’, ‘during’ and ‘after’ phase to each listening exercise.
In brief, the phrases are as follows:

1. Pre-listening

Learners are introduced to the situation in which each conversation takes place.
They find out their purpose in listening to the recording and any background information
they may need. This is generally fulfilled through some of the pre-listening exercises
that are specially designed for this purpose or through questions and answers that are
included in the directions of the listening exercise. It is noted that the lexical items listed
after each listening exercise should also be introduced at this stage. This is intended to
enhance students’ understanding of the recording in which these lexical items might
prove problematic and therefore hamper their comprehension in the first place.

2. Listening

Usually learners need to hear the recording twice: once to get used to the voices on
the tape and try to get the gist of the text; and the second to find out and note down the
specific points of information required by the task. These tasks may involve drawing a
diagram, filling in a chart or making notes, for example. Sometimes, two listening tasks
are designed on the same listening text, one to check the gist and the other the detailed
information. Often, only one listening task is designed checking both the gist and detailed
information.

3. Post-listening

Learners compare notes or answers with their partners. They help each other in their
understanding of the listening text. Then, the teacher elicits the required information
from the students and makes sure they have the right answers. Usually, a third listening
follows here, which gives students a chance to find out where they went wrong and what
they missed in the previous listening.

In the speaking activities in Proficiency in Listening and Speaking, students work
together in pairs or in groups. Sometimes they can even move around the clagsroom,
talking to anyone they like. The aim is to encourage students to exchange ideas and
opinions with each other. In each activity students are given a purpose or task — and this
makes the activities much more motivating and realistic than just ‘answering questions’.
Most of the time, since students are directed to talk about themselves or things they are
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familiar with, the activities tend to become more meaningful. Of course, this also makes
the speaking tasks easier to do so that weak students can have a go at them. Besides,
the useful expressions and the lexical items introduced in the listening text and elicited
through the pre-listening activities also help students in this way. The tasks are designed
on the assumption that Chinese learners of English are generally weak in this type of
productive skill — speaking. Some speaking activities also incorporate some
language functions such as making introductions, giving explanations, etc.

It is noted that some sort of checking or demonstration should be an indispensable
phase which follows a speaking activity. For instance, when students are supposed to
make some choices, the teacher could later elicit each of the students’ choices and make
some comments if they have made mistakes.

Teachers and students are expected to select the units and activities that seem
most relevant and interesting to them. Furthermore,only a rough guide is provided
in this introduction. Hopefully, each teacher will use Proficiency in Listening
and Speaking in his or her own way, adapting the materials to the needs of each
different group of learners. The book is designed to stimulate learners and teachers
alike, not to control them.

The teacher has three main things to do while Proficiency in Listening and Speaking
is being used:
1. To get things started — making sure everyone knows what they have to do and
possess the necessary vocabulary to do so.
2. To monitor the group at work, and sometimes, participate in it, and decide when
to stop the activity.
3. To lead a short follow-up discussion after each activity — providing further

information or making comments or doing any remedial work necessary.
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Accommodation

1. a. P air-work Speaking Look at the list below. When you look for a place
to live, which of the things in the list are important for you? Discuss your

answers in pairs and tick the right choices.

. It's large.

. It has a lot of light.

. It's modern.

. Transportation is convenient.

. It's not expensive.

. It's quiet.

. There's a swimming pool nearby.

ol d(ovn|Un] Al —

. It's in a nice neighborhood.

. It's near the center of town.
There is a parking area.

. It's near a school.

It's near a supermarket.
The neighbors are friendly.
There are friends or relatives nearby. ;
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It has the best quality. 7 N N
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1. b. P air-work Speaking Where is your home? Is it a house or apartment/
flat? How many rooms do you have? What are those rooms? What
items of furniture or equipment do you have in each of the rooms? Discuss in

pairs and write down at least 8 items.

.

<> in a living/sitting room :

< in a bedroom :

< in a kitchen :

<>in a bathroom :

1. c. istening You will hear a woman calling house agent about an apartment.
Write down the information about the apartment as you listen to the tape.

Information about the apartment

The rent :
Which floor:

No. of bedrooms :

No. of bathrooms :

Which day to see it :

What time to see it :
The address :

COCOOOO 0
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1.d.

Tannenbaum and Minsk (a house agency)
Lexical items: Daily News (name of a newspaper)

hang up

L istening Below is the floor plan of a small apartment. A young couple is
moving into this apartment. They have to arrange each piece of their furniture
in a proper position. Listen to the tape and mark the positions of the furniture on
the floor plan by writing down their names in the right places.

double bed bookcase  stereo and speakers
The furniture they have: | television armchairs  dresser

desk table lamp  chair

Xy || ©
D 5
3%
|
|
J— = ;- J
Lexical items: scratch get around to it
diagonally
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1. e. P air-work Speaking With a partner, discuss your own home (or your
parents’ home). Describe your home to each other and take notes on what
your partner says. You may draw a picture of the home to help your description.

Your description should include the following information:

type of accommodation (house or apartment)
its location

different rooms

arrangement of the rooms

items in each of the rooms

locations of the items

description of its outside (garden, balcony, etc.)

THIS IS MY HOME

2 a. Listenlng You will hear a conversation between Mrs. Hunt and a house
agent. The agent is showing Mrs. Hunt around the house she wants to buy.
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2. b.

Listen to the tape and note down the information you hear about the house.

3 hall '

7 east-facing room

3 west-facing room
0O kitchen
9 garden

7 dining room

71 location of the house

T staircase

3 bedrooms

73 single bedroom

J bathroom

%

airy power point built-in cupboard
Lexical items: sink unit partition wall double glazing
invalid blue tiles

P air-work Speaking Discuss with a partner and describe to each other
what kind of accommodation you would expect to have in the future.

Your description may include its location, size, piece of land, No. of floors,

~ different rooms, decoration, items of furniture and equipment, outside facilities,

etc. You may also draw a simple picture to help you with your description.

THIS IS MY FUTURE HOME IN X YEARS
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2 .. G roup-work Speaking Look at the following advertisements. Which
of them is more ideal for you? Why do you like it? First carefully read
all the abbreviations. Then ask questions and discuss them in groups of four

or five and make your choices.

4 Apts. Rent ) / Apts. Rent A
Overbrook Northeast
Beautiful 4 rms & bath |st fl. DITMAN 69333, rms & bath, refrig,
C1> $520 mo. Pay own utilities. Call wiw carpet, $430 including ht & 4)
Pat at 878-8130 after 5. hot water, nr trans. No child/ pets.
322-2531.
Apts. Rent OXFORD CIRCLE 2nd fl, I BR
Kensington mod. bth & kit, w/w carpet <5>
CZ E.York, 2318, kit br, bath, wall to $460+. 698-9581

wall carpet, | person. 634-3603.

TORRESDALE Ave. 2 bedroom

Somerset & “D" St. | rm efficien- modern kitchen & bath, wall to
@) cy apt. Kit,, bath 3rd fl. $375 mo. wall carpet, 2nd floor, private <>
$175 security deposit. Available entrance, adults preferred, $575

immediately. 926-6068 mo. 824-2018
A S
apt. apartment rm room ’
fl. floor mo. month
E E. East kit. kitchen
br bedroom St Street
| refrig. refrigerator wiw wall to wall
% ht. heat nr. near
| trans. transportation mod. modern




