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FOREWORD

A great number of wooden structure-modelled brick-carving tombs of the Jin Dynasty have been found in Houma,
Quwo, Xinjiang and Jishan between Linfen prefecture and Yuncheng prefecture since the founding of the People’s Re-
public of China. These tombs are well-known for the rich content including the acrobatics, music-playing, dancing, play-
performing, the Eight Immortals, the stories about filial and fraternal devotion, tales and legend and so on and the vari-
ous exquisite floral and fauna designs. The abundant brick-carvings proved to be the precious materials for the study of
the ancient architecture, the development of play, the folklore and the popular literature.

The archaeological report on excavations of these tombs of the Jin Dynasty haven’t been published so far for some
reasons. The book “Brick-carvings in the tombs of the Jin Dynasty in Pingyang” is to be published soon at the invita-
tion of the People’s Publishing House of Shanxi and under the agreement of the Shanxi Institute of Archaeology to
serve the needs of the researchers.

During the Jin Dynasty, the South Shanxi under the jurisdiction of the Hedongnanlu and Pingyang was one of the
important political, economic and cultural centers in the North China. The book is titled “Brick-carvings in the bombs
of the Jin Dynasty in Pingyang” because most of the brick-carvings published in this book are found in the tombs of the
Jin Dynasty located in Houma, Xiangfen and Jiangzhou which were under the jurisdiction of Pingyang in the Jin Dy-
nasty.

The book consists of three parts concerning study, plates and annotations, in which more than 400 plates are con-
tained. The book can not only provide the important materials for the study but also can meet the needs for apprecia-
tions and collecting.

We’ ve completed this book during such a short period, so some problems or mistakes may exsit in this book for

our limited knowledge. Any discussions or criticism are welcomed from the résearchers both at home and abroad.
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