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Foreword

by Dong Ying-wu

in the Chinese history of the Eight-Year War of Resistance Against Japan,
there was a bloody battle on the borderland in western Yunnan Province which
was one part of the anti-fascist struggle during World War Ii.This was the weli-
known anti-Japanese campaign in western Yunnan.The Japanese army began
to attack the Chinese rear passageway to Burma in southwest China.The
campaign,which lasted nearly for three years,can be roughly divided into three
stages:

First,the Japanese offensive was from March of 1942 to early May of the
same year.During this period,the Chinese government organized an expedition-
ary army of 100,000 to fight the Japanese in Burma for the purpose of safe-
guarding the international Sino-Burmese passageway and the rear safety of
southwest China.But the action,which aimed at helping Burma,ended in failure
resulting from mistrust and improper command.The result was that the whole of
Burma and most parts of westernYunnan fell into the enemy's hands one after
another,

Second,the campaign was at a stalemate from mid May of 1942 to early May
of 1944.In order to hold back the Japanese invaders' offensive and guarantee
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the rear safety in southwest China,the Chinese army had to blow up the Huitong
Bridge in time to stop the enemy on the other side of the Nujiang River.Meanwhile,
according to the order of the Chinese central government.troops were sent to
penetrate into the enemy's rear area and organize people in the enemy-
occupied area to start a heavy struggle against Japan.By doing so, the enemy's
effective strength was enormously weakened.

Third,the general counteroffensive began in the middle of May 1944 and ended
in late January 1945.In this period,in order to break the Japanese blockade and
reopen the international Sino-Burmese transportation line the Chinese govern-
ment reorganized an expeditionary army of 200,000, headed by General Wei
Li-huang,fought their way across the Nujiang River at the right time.Supported
by the U.S.allied forces and the various nationalities in Yunnan,the Chinese army
took the great advantage of the turning-point in the world-wide anti-fascist war
and immediately launched an all-out counterattack on the Japanese invaders
who were entrenched in western Yunnan.The bloody fighting lasted for nearly
eight months and finally,more than 21,000 enemy soldiers were killed. Eventually,
the Japanese aggressors were driven out of China on January 20th 1945.The
Chinese people in Yunnan won the final victory in the border area.

During the Eight-Year War of Resistance Against Japan in China,the cam-
paign in the Yunnan border area was the earliest fundamental counterattack
launched by the Chinese people and it was also one of those battles turned
from a setback to a victory in Asia's anti-fascist struggle during World War I1.
Throughout the war, the Japanese aggressors pursued the policy of'burn all,kill
all,loot all'and fought desperately,they had created all kinds of horrifying atrocities,
but the Chinese army and people stood without fear of a formidable enemy and
many died heroic deaths.From the very beginning they waged an unyielding
struggle against the Japanese invaders and won an unprecedentedly brilliant
military victory at last. As the old saying goes :"Past experience,if not forgotten,is
a guide for the future."So we should not forget the bitter times when the Chinese
people suffered a fot and were once trampled upon. While the Chinese nation is
striding forward towards the 21st century with a new look,we should always re-
member the heroic deeds and great sacrifice made by those anti-Japanese
martyrs.We should also teach the coming generations not to forget China’s
humilitation in the past.All of us must do our best to develop our country.With the
help of all the cultural departments in Baoshan Prefecture,we have organized
some special researchers to carefully sort out the data.This publication consists
mainly of photoes,charts and some notes for explanation.And it can be used as
a vivid referential book for patriotic education as weil as a propaganda pamphiet
in the future.
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