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With gratitude,we dedicate
Chicken Soup for the Sports Fan’s Soul
to Jim Murray(1919—1998 )
who understood that sports were played—
and prayed about and reveled over and swallowed up—>by
regular folks like you and me and Murray himself.

“I’ve never been unhappy in a ballpark,”
he said yand his writing reflected that joy and appreciation.
But he wrote about all sports,and from all viewpoints
—the press box,locker room, parking lot,sideline ,mound ,
goalpost yring or rink. He won the Pulitzer Prize in1990 for
commentary(there isn’t a category for sportswriting)and was
named National Sportswriter of the Year fourteen times by
the National Association of Sportswriters and Sportscasters ,
twelve of them consecutively. These recognitions,and an
ardent following of sports fans worldwide,came to him
because Murray recognized that a person’s dreams ,whether
ending in victory or loss,arise from the soul ,and that’s
what he wrote about—the souls of the players and coaches
and owners and fans that make sports meaningful.
We miss you,Jim,and know that you are writing
compelling glimpses of the angels right now.
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Introduction

When it comes to bringing out the best in the human spir-
it,there is nothing quite like sports. There is an intensity and
a richness inherent in every sporting experience that ampli-
fies our emotions and our connection with the moment and,
indeed , with ourselves. We somehow feel more there,as if we
are momentarily transported to a universe where the colors
are more brilliant, the sounds more vibrant and pure, the
emotions at once more powerful and poignant. On a very ba-
sic level that we seldom consider,it is how we wish we could
feel all of the time. It is this transcendent quality of sports
that inspired us to collaborate on Chicken Soup for the Sports
Fan’s Soul.

We compiled this book hoping to celebrate all that is good
in the world of sports. From major leaguers to little lea-
guers, from hockey stars to figure skaters and from horse
racing to the Iditarod,the stories in this book highlight the
positive and transformative nature of sports. These stories
will inspire you,provide you with insights into the game of
life and leave you with a newfound appreciation for sports in
general. This book is for anyone who has ever enjoyed
watching or participating in any sport, from a professional
athlete to a weekend warrior, from a soccer mom to the
diehard sports fan who reads the sports section before the
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rest of the paper.

Written by people who were transformed through their
experience in sports, these stories celebrate sports as a
metaphor for life in a unique and insightful kaleidoscope of
experiences. Like how a champion thoroughbred winning the
Triple Crown can teach us more about coming from the
heart than a roomful of coaches; or how “ The Greatest”
showing humility at the right time and in the right dosage
can profoundly make an old man’s day; or how a cancer-
ridden figure skater demonstrates the power of passion and
determination in overcoming the most extreme of obstacles;
or how one of the winningest coaches of all time reminds us
that it is perspective and attention to the little things that
makes a true champion;or how the simple constancy of sea-
son tickets shared over the years between a grandfather,a
son and a grandson creates a family bond that lasts a life-
time.

Winding through these and other stories in the book is the
common thread of sports as one of our most important and
powerful teachers. When we open ourselves to it, sports
teaches us to focus and stay the course,or to develop a new
strategy and rededicate ourselves to a goal. It teaches us the
importance of teamwork and reminds us that we must strive
to give our individual all. It teaches us to be humble in victo-
ry and gracious in defeat. At its best,sports will build us up
and it will wear us down;it will build character and teaches
us to overcome adversity.

Most importantly,sports will be there for us like an old
friend when we need to visit that other universe where the
colors are brighter, the sounds are more vibrant and every
moment is lived to the fullest.
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LOVE OF
THE GAME

S ports is life with the volume turned up.

Barry Mano




2 LOVE OF THE GAME

Roger Maris and Me

I grew up in the shadow of Yankee Stadium,and just fell
in love with baseball.

When Roger Maris came to the New York Yankees from
the Kansas City Athletics in 1960,1 was eleven. I had been
burned in a fire in August,so I was laid up for a while and
followed baseball even more closely. I remember a headline
that said Roger Maris“rejuvenates” the Yankees. I had never
heard the word before, but it made me think this Roger
Maris was someone special.

For me,there was something about the way he swung the
bat,the way he played right field and the way he looked. I
had an idol. In 1961 the entire country was wrapped up in
the home-run race between Maris and Mickey Mantle and
Babe Ruth’s ghost. I cut out every single article on Roger
and told myself that when I got older and could afford it,I
would have my scrapbooks professionally bound. (Eight
years ago I had all of them bound into eleven volumes. )

I usually sat in section 31,row 162-A,seat 1 in Yankee
Stadium. Right field. I would buy a general admission ticket,
but I knew the policeman,so I would switch over to the re-
served seats,and that one was frequently empty. I’'d get to
the stadium about two hours before it opened. I would see
Roger park his car,and I would say hello and tell him what a



