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Heidi was climbing . . .

to her grandfather’ s cottage



This is the story of a little orphan® girl called Hei-
di, who was so happy that she made everyone around her
happy, too. The story begins on a sunny day, in the
mountains of Switzerland .

Heidi was climbing up a steep@ path to her grandfa-
ther’s cottage®, her Aunt Dete was with her. Heidi had
been looked after by Aunt Dete since she was a baby. But
now Aunt Dete had a new job in a big city called Frank-
furt. She wanted Heidi’ s grandfather to look after the
child.

Heidi didn’ t know it, but her grandfather was a
fierce® old man who only came down from the mountain
when he had goats’ cheese® to sell in Dorfli, the village in
the valley. Everyone called him the Alm-Uncle, because
the mountain he lived on was called the Alm.

®orphan n. L
@steep adj. K, BEWSK)
Qecottage n. /IKER
Dfierce adj. MY

® cheese n. JHEE




Before Heidi and her aunt reached the cottage, they
met a young goatherd® called Peter, who was taking his
goats to the high pasture®. Heidi walked amongst the
goats , chattering happily 1o Peter. She was entranced® by
her beautiful new surroundings. Happily, she kicked off
her boots and skipped @ barefoot on the soft grass.

At last they reached the Alm-Uncle’s cottage. The
Alm-Uncle was sitting outside on a bench, and Heidi ran
straight up to him.

‘Good day, Grandfather!’ she called.

‘Well, well, what have we here?’ enquired the old
man, glaring at Heidi from beneath his bushy® eyebrows .
Dete explained why she had brought Heidi. Then, as she
was rather frightened of the old man, she turned and ran
down the mountain.

At first the Alm-Uncle was angry. He hadn’t seen
Heidi for years, and what did he know about looking after
little girls? But Heidi was such a bright, cheerfid® child

Dgoatherd n. HEA

@pasture n. KBEHY, B35
Qentranced v. A%, B3]

@skip ». BBk

®bushy adj. WY

®cheerful adj. LA, &

SRR




that his heart softened.

Heidi couldn’t wait to explore® her new home. The
cottage was small but cosy@. There was one big room with
a fireplace where all the cooking was done. The only fur-
niture was a table and chair, and Grandfather’s bed. In a
corner stood a ladder. Heidi climbed up and found herself
in a tiny lo_ﬁ® filled with fresh, sweet-smelling hay. From
a little window she could see far down into the valley.

‘Oh, Grandfather,” cried Heidi, °please let me
sleep up here! It’s lovely!’

So Grandfather brought sheets and blankets and made
a snug® little bed in the hay. Then it was time to eat.
Supper was a large chunk of© cheese, a thick slice of©
bread and a bowl of fresh goats’ milk. Everything tasted
delicious.

That night Heidi lay in her soft bed listening happily
to the wind in the pine trees. Soon she was fast asleep,

dreaming of goats and mountains.

Dexplore v. TR, HE
Dcosy adj. BETEFEL
Qloft n. THHE

@snug adj. /NGH)

®a large chunk of —AH:
©a thick slice of — B




I . Choose the best answers according to the sto-
ry.

(DWho brought Heidi to her grandfather?

A. Her mother.

B. Her father.

C. Her aunt.

D. Her uncle.
@What didn’t Heidi eat at her first dinner?
A. Cheese.
B. Bread.
C. Goat’s milk.
D. Fruit.

[I. Tell if the following statements are true or
false.

(DHeidi’ s grandfather was a fierce man but he was kind to
Heidi.

(QHeidi was frightened when she met her grandfather be-
cause he was a fierce man.

(DHeidi liked the life on the Alm.

@The first supper was not as delicious as Heidi thought.




