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Preface
Wang Gungwu

This collection of essays reminds me of an explorer
reaching port after a probing voyage of discovery. The au-
thor began his journey some 13 years ago in Xiamen Univer-
sity by threading his way through some conventional topics
of Southeast Asiancontemporary history. When he arrived
in the United States, he broadened his enquiries to cover a
three-cornered field in which Indonesian views of China
were matched with Chinese policies towards Southeast Asia
as well as with American approaches towards the region.
That was a sobering experience. It revealed to him the lim-
its he would have to accept if he were to pursue these lines
of research any further. He had also visited Europe, Japan
and Southeast Asia. Wherever he went, he touched base
with the new scholarship on globalization and came to real-
ize that national policies and attitudes were restricting his
understanding of the complex issues in all these relation-
ships. Whether couched in international of multinational
terms, the national, nation-state, or nation-building,
baggage was heavy and discouraged many areas of research.

This became even more obvious when he came to Singapore
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and began to teach about ethnic Chinese business organiza-
tions, especially about their modern adaptations and their
extensive transregional and global reach. Here are patterns
and institutions which have not been confined to national
categories in the past, and they certainly could not be so
confined now. In this way, the explorer arrived at a new
harbor to pause and assess his discovery. He took shelter to
sketch out the outlines of the new paradigm that provides
the opening essay of this book.

During Dr. Liu’ s dozen years of trial and explo-
ration, he demonstrated his capacity to write on many lev-
els. I suggest that these levels unfold systematically in this
collection if the essays are read more or less from back to
front. That is, if one begins with section four before turn-
ing to the middle sections, and then finally to his first essay
on Sino-Southeast Asian Studies, the layers of his concern
would be better appreciated. How the author came finally
to peel off his early conventional framework to reach for
newer ways of sifting and analyzing the rich materials now
available would then become clear. Although I had not my-
self read them in that order, I came to realize, by the time
I reached the last section, how helpful it would have been
had I done that. In short, the institutional studies of the
Philippines and Indonesia he started with reveal both the

strengths and weaknesses of nation-based research. He has
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shown that he knows that approach well and is also aware of
its limitations. He had obviously satisfied himself on that
score before tackling the interactive and pluralistic features
of China-Southeast Asia relations. After he had done that,
he felt ready to confront the invariably cross-border aspects
of ethnic Chinese economic activities. By this time, the
shift to a transnational perspective had become the logical
step forward in his new research.

In the second section, he examines closely the Indone-
sian response to the Chinese revolution, comparing the
views of a wide range of political and intellectual leaders,
ranging from Sukarno to Pramoedya Ananta Toer. This
leads him to understand what underlies the perceptions of
China by Indonesians in the 1950s, and to compare these
perceptions with the shifts, twenty years later, in Ameri-
can reactions to a China in the throes of the Cultural Revo-
lution. This study brings out the uneven and unstable inter-
actions that governed the attitudes towards the “Significant
Other” in two totally unlike political cultures. It also alerts
him to the many ways China had set out deliberately to in-
fluence foreign views of China. More significantly, he was
also drawn to examine the actual events and the objective
conditions which changed the external images of China.
There were at least three changes: from an image of pro-

gressive impulses and admirable opportunity to one of cul-
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tural and political self-destruction and then, finally, to the
will and versatility of China ’ s old leaders to embark on
systematic economic reforms. Clearly, there were times
when the subjective wishful thinking among the foreign ob-
servers underwent change because both substance and reali-
ty had indeed altered.

Matching this to a large degree were the shifts in status
and attitudes of the ethnic Chinese in Southeast Asia. The
author’ s three essays on Chinese social organizations in the
third section of the book, with two of them focusing on the
Singapore Chinese Chamber of Commerce and its numerous
constituent bodies, confirm how resilient and adaptable the
Chinese and their institutions were. Before the war, the
associationa and societies were powerful beyond the areas of
trade and industry. The largest among them at times acted
as local authorities which both the colonial government and
the provincial and central regimes in the China treatde with
respect. During the 1950s and 1960s, most of them were
weakened by the nation-building conditions of the newly in-
dependent states in the region. In the face of diminished
roles, some of them could barely survive. Then came the
economic opening of mainland China after1978. The mas-
sive stimulus which this provided has led not only to the se-
lective revival of these organizations, but has also given

them new roles and new worlds to conquer in a rapidly glob-
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alizing world. The key point is that the deep-rooted organi-
zations were predisposed to respond to the kinds of opportu-
nities which this globalization provides, if not specifically
designed to thrive under such conditions. Dr. Liu has fully
absorbed the significance of these changes. It is, there-
fore, not surprising that he has become dissatisfied with the
existing paradigms still largely bound to national categories.
Hence his bold leap for a new analytical tool, the idea of
Sino-Southeast Asian Studies, in the first essay of the vol-
ume.

This essay deserves to be read carefully. He is not of-
fering yet another geographical frame for us to work with.
He is more concerned to demonstrate that, if we confine
ourselves to the currently dominant teaching and research
structures, we risk missing the fresh insights our subjects
have to offer. He suggests another perspective so that we
might catch the connections which have so far been neglect-
ed. He brings to bear, in support of his argument, some
of the latest theoretical offerings in the study of transnation-
alism, a field now growing by leaps and bounds to keep up
with the rate of globalization all societies are experiencing.
The case he makes for ethnic Chinese having to adjust their
sights to become simultaneously local and global in the new
business environment is a very persuasive one. That this

needs a new paradigm in order to maximize what we can
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learn from recent changes is clear. He does not deny the
continuing importance of the national and multi-national pa-
rameters, nor the need for concurrent study of other cross-
border/ cross-regional approaches. The point he stresses is
that, for fruitful research in future, a Sino-Southeast
Asian construct does provide insights into areas and view-
points that we would not normally see.

The collection of essays here has provided markers on
one scholar’ s journey, one that has found a new harbor to
reprovision himself for new ventures ahead. It is rare to
come across a series of papers that records research progress
as clearly as this one. I commend the intellectual map this
volume provides as one that is both thought-provoking and

illuminating.
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HPWXEREZHERETHEA, eMXER FEHERERK
ERMAREXEEFNERSHESXRABEIHAFER, BR
XYUFESEBHFR B “PEH-ABEY X—FEHEEAR
MHEEXR, BXABERTARMERSSIITHERT BCAE
HRERE FEMGIIMEAN B RS, TR EES 0 S
R RRMERA B, RIEZIBRAESH, B EEE
T 20 L JUHRIE 20 SR HME A2 5 4 T2 35 4
fiE, XA CHEBFMEELKE (BX) $hBUEHEEPR
i, REKKWEETEEPT=AFE: “KEAEEN", ‘B
SMEANEBWIR”. “FEESWEPIR", BRXELAE LR
RULERRFN . FTHBORENRE, B85 T Rudih ) & E XA
BPFR &M, MZESE=FELR, BCXEZNESNT +
KRR EFRFEARSW, EREBRRMHEA XS,
B EANBEREMERITE—ABEERKPELIXAFH—THI
MEBEHHRTED. H_WoNREFZNERRSEXERE
LS a B B B R S, MR R X — R T
BZMRRFEESEXERENZZEESERE, MECH
PeZREERE (REE 20 HEBOFEMMIRGFH) MR
Gl%k, W RMEREEM B ABERESTHEEFINERKE
EEHERSHALE X, EBHFREMTRANEH BRI LR
Kz, E—HEEN ERFRF (B8 CRRANEIERE
) REEBRABFNRE, H—rEdlEER —-FARM
(alternative) ZHHTHER, EEABLEMBR; ZEHATHE, W
EARUER—TTMLHFARER, RZFUKRZH “PEH—FK
MIE¥”, HREERNECAEEIR—FHE HhhE (K
EF—1E0), EFENNEABEIWESIEMBR, 5l
B NS E & RIAT X X — SR AR S IR B R

MEERDE, KR (REREEZFRIEH) EHTE
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BIF R —Ffh <" 8 i 2K, 78 8 W M8 MK LR
(Grand Narrative) SHORSEIEHFT (Empiricism) Z B8 —4
T, BEX AR, SUFREBAEYAIE ¥R RITH A
PEBEFE”  (Rational Choice) H#I3Z K “RIEBAIR” (Area
Knowledge) Z BB FEMR G HILBEZ4, NEBHSLTRE,
KRR T R R F R AT (W#HBEHERXERBE
F), iKEABMABIAY. % IR METFK —2H
RESHERER, FERER EHTERBERERYWESE
. BETHRHRIE, ENSETHX. BR—I%X, KX, #
230 HXHIRR. BUFXER. S, MTISERRR,
HOWHEEEMORDLICRK, HFEXFRFRBEEHTEY
BB XA BT, ETRXMEEETEY, XEEHEE
B2, EFHEEHIFIEIE,

XELXERERAEBNIIREDS, ERAXTEN, RET
HTRIT, BREREXAERER 24, FFEAANANH, REE
MR TR FEHYE, REMEBMARERE B RN ER,
HIFSBUFEREFREF K~ A; XBBIEEELS SR
AR, Mo, —REICHEXHE, ERERPXE, B
WTARDEM, RTHENEAN%ZRFHBFER (BHEFE),
D EC IR OB RES 5SEARITHNIEZS, REBRT—
BB R BRI RO OB R, IR EE N RS E
FIBERLRIE A M, RIS HEEX U REEHH MR
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