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Fire Application Synchronous with
Mankind Emergence

This article puts forward the new viewpoint that fire application is synchronous with
mankind emergence, taking the application of hunting tools as the lower limit of fire applica-
tion which includes four phases. Firstly, ape —man began to eat fruit and root —tuber of vari-

ous plants roasted on bush fire. Secondly, ape —man began to keep kindling on the spot. Be-
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fore storm weather coming, they piled stones around fire piles and covered with wet firewood
and leaves, thus the seeds of hunting came into being. Thirdly, kindling began to be moved.
Fourthly, ape—man can manage kindling skillfully and fire was applied regularly. Quoting a
lot of new evidences concerning fire application earlier than the age of Peking Man, the au-
thor points out that Ludul Lake Ape—man’s living time belonged to the first phase of fire
application, the Xihoudu and Yuanmou Homo erectus’s belonged to the second phase, Escarl
and Lantian Homo erectus the third phase, the Peking Man, Yanhuidong Man and Xiao-
huidong Man the fourth phase.
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