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A PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION ON THE REASONABLE
SEQUENCE OF SGLID MINERAL PROSPECTING,
EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT

Pei Rongfu, Ting Zhizong and Fu Mingke
Abstract

A rational division of the entire process of solid mineral prospec—
ting, exploration and development into sequential stages, first calls for
the formulation .of a complete set of objective criteria for the division.
In essence, these criteria imply no more than a reasonable combination
of geological, technical and economic factors in a certain perjiod. In
order to establish such criteria, it is necessary to follow the following
three basic principles.

1. A reasonable sequence of stages must reflect the objective laws
governing the entire process of the geological work leading from mine-
ral prospecting and exploration to mineral development. I

The objective laws which possess two basic characteristics: (1) They
involve an investigation and study of mnaturally occurring geological
bodies from beginning to end as is the case with other general geologi-
cal sciences. (2) Their tasks stem directly from the needs of social
material production and their object of study is mineral resources as

both naturally occurring geological bodies and economic bodies. They



