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US high school students live

colourful lives

Editor’s note:®

In this series, you'll read the names of Jodie, Robert
and Sarah very often. They are three children from the same
family. Jodie, 19 years old, is the oldest child and goes to
college. Robert is Jodie’s brother, two years younger than
she is. He is still in high school. Sarah is the youngest and
she goes to elementary school.

Social life

In US high schools, there is often as much interest
in other students as there is in school subjects. You can
see this when you look at a typical high school yearbook ,
there is a picture of every teacher and student. Other
photos show teachers and students at football and basket-
ball games, in class, at club meetings, or at school
dances.

@ editor’s note % &%



Choosing leaders is a large part of high school life. The
children decide which students should help direct school
business and lead them in the Student Council.® The council
is usually a group of five or six students who talk to the
school administration and teachers about what happens at
school. About once a month, some of the Student Council
leaders go to a meeting of the PTSA (Parent Teacher Stu-
dent Association). There they work with parents and teach-
ers to make their school better.

For many students in US high schools, the important
things in their lives are making friends, being popular, and
having a good social life. Many students go out together af-
ter school — to fast food restaurants, movies, or dances.
One big social event that takes place in high schools is the
“prom,” (from the word promenade; originally French for
“to walk”) or school dance. The students go to the prom in
couples. The boys wear “tuxedos,”® and the girls wear
beautiful dresses.

During the high school years, students make strong
friendships. They remember high school friends and other
students long after they have finished school. So every 10
years or so, they come together. They have a special party
called a “class reunion”. with others from their graduating
class and all the students who finished school the same year.
At that big class party, the students look at old yearbook
photos and talk about what happened at school and what has
happened since then. They often remember the high school
years as the best years of their lives.

@ The children decide ... Student’s Council.  E Fl R E F ¥ 4
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Sports in school

Americans learn sports as part of their education. They
learn two or more ball games, such as football or basketball.
At high school, they choose groups of boys or girls to make
teams. They choose those who are best at that sport. These
teams compete against teams from other schools. In many
schools students learn wrestling, running, tennis, golf and
swimming. They have teams for some of these sports, too.

Robert’s high school basketball team is very good. They
have won the most games against other high school basket-
ball teams in their state. Robert’s parents, friends, and
teachers all travel with the team to other schools to watch
them play.

Robert’s team practices often. The team meets every
day after school, and two Saturdays a month. Sometimes
Robert wishes he had more time to meet with his friends,
and he doesn’t like getting up early on Saturdays. But most
of the time he is happy to be on the team. He loves basket-
ball, and he enjoys playing against other schools.

The games between schools are often very exciting.
Other students, the ones not on the team, love to watch
them. They let everyone know this by shouting and cheer-
ing when their team plays well.

Their is a special club of girls and boys (mostly girls)
who jump up and down and shout for their football team.
They call themselves cheerleaders®?, because they lead ev-
eryone in shouts and cheers. They wear clothes of a special
colour — the colour of their school’s team. The football
players wear that colour, too. Each school has a team colour

@ cheerleaders %4 A 47 %



and a team name. Cheerleaders call out the team name in
their cheers. They practice many hours to learn the special
jumping and cheering. Cheerleading is almost a sport itself .

Every classroom has an American flag in it. From ele-
mentary to high school, students start each day by standing
up and saluting the flag. They put their hands over their
hearts and say the “Pledge of Allegiance®.” This is a
promise to the country. It was written by people who came
to the US over 200 years ago. Saluting the flag helps people
think about the United States and its freedoms.

Ceremonies in school

At many high schools and universities there is a big
football game once a year and a parade afterwards. This is
called “Homecoming.” Students who graduated from the
school like to return for Homecoming to see their old friends
and teachers again. In the parade cheerleaders and football
players walk together. The school band plays loud music for
their fans and team. The parade is full of the school colours.

In US schools there are ceremonies for students who
have done good work in school or who are excellent at
sports. At these special ceremonies all the students and
teachers come together. They watch the school director give
prizes to the students. Sometimes the prize is money to be
used for study at university.

When students graduate from high school, each of them
gets a prize. The prize they get is the high school diploma,
written on nice paper with the name of the student and the
school. Afterwards the graduating class has a big party, or
“prom.” Everyone wears fine clothes and a band plays dance

® Pledge of Allegiance X X ¥ &
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music. It is a party to remember. Students, teachers, and
parents have worked hard for each diploma®. Graduation is
the greatest ceremony of all in US schools.

@ diploma ¥ ¥ iF#, X%
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A new trend as US public

schools offer foreign languages

WASHINGTON — As ties between distant nations
deepen and spread, US public schools in almost every state
now offer core subjects in a language other than English — a
new development for a nation with a historic tradition of iso-
lationism and monolinguism.®

The teaching of key, non-language subjects in foreign lan-
guages, or “language immersion programmes”® — which were
first established in Canada — have become ever more popular in
the United States.

“It’s definitely a trend,” said Nancy Rhodes, a
spokeswoman for the Washington-based Centre for Applied
Linguistics (CAL), a nonprofit organization.

Since 1995 alone, according to CAL, 15 US school dis-
tricts have started new immersion programmes in languages
ranging from French, Spanish and German to Chinese,

Hawaiian and others.

@ isolationism and monolinguism 3L ¥ X ¥ iE £ X
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One programme under study by CAL has nearly 700
students “immersed” in French, in two elementary schools,
two middle schools and one high school, all located near
Washington in Prince George’s County, Virginia.

The students are taught the country’s full course cur-
riculum in French starting in kindergarten.

Bonnie Bundy, an aide to Prince George’s County su-
perintendent Jerome Clark, said the magnet language pro-
gramme was created in 1984 partly to help desegregate®
county schools, where more than 70 per cent of their
130,000 students are African-American.

The immersion programme is growing every year, with
the county school board meeting this week to consider a sec-
ond high school French immersion programme, Bundy said.

The immersion programme is not meant to be a mere
“language programme,” said Pat Barr-Harrison, the county
school district supervisor of foreign languages.

The goal is to teach students the core subjects, she
said, as well as to learn a second language.

The first students to go through the programme will
complete high school next June with an international bac-
calaureate (qualification for higher education).

Elementary school students study in French all day
starting in kindergarten. Results have shown that the stu-
dents tend to do very well academically, Barr-Harrison said.

Kindergarten students could answer questions in French
just one month after the beginning of the school year, ac-
cording to Bundy. “I found that fascinating that they could
pick up the language so quickly,” she said.

Bundy said the programmes will stay because parents,
many of whom do not speak French, demand it.

@ desegregate F L F KB H



“It’s a very popular programme,” she said.

Isaac Yehiel, a French immersion teacher at Greenbelt
Middle school, said he was proud of his students.

The parents, he says, are very interested in their
children’s education and come to the parent-teacher confer-
ences.

Jay Gordon, who has two middle and high school chil-
dren who went through the programme, said both of his
children had excellent teachers.

Gordon, who speaks no French, said he wanted his
children to have the advantage of learning a second language
in elementary school.

“I thought it would be valuable for them to learn a lan-
guage when it’s the easiest,” he said.

“It’s been a great education experience,” he said. “I'd

»

send my kids again.’



