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Preface

In this Collection there are 47 papers and abstracts and 2 appendixes categorized in three
major parts, The first part, as the principal subject of the collection, contains the papers and
abstracts on seismo-sociology selected from the International Symposium on Earthquake Prediction
convened in Paris by UNESCO in April 1979. This was the first world-wide conference held
by scientists both in the fields of natural science and social science to discuss earthquake predi-
ction problems, with 318 representatives from 5¢ countries or regions as participants in the con-
ference, There were 7 themes at the conference, of which 3 concerned themselves with earthquake
prediction problems of natural science, such as: ], earthquake precursors; 2. physical processes;
experiment and theory; and 3, methods of earthquake prediction, There were altogather 5) papers
read for these three themes, of which 33 papers with Chinese versions were already published
in the proceedings “The Selected Papers of the Internmational Symposium of Earthquake Predic-
tion” (with Ding Guoyu and Ma Zongjin as chief editors and a preface by Gu Gongxu), by the
Seismological publishing House in May 1981. The other 4 themes on earthquake prediction probi-
ems of social science are: 1, individual and group response; 2. economics of earthquake predic-
tion; 3. the role of institutions; and 4, communication of predictions and warnings. There were
altogather 34 papers read on these four themes, of which 25 papers including one paper om mass
observation and mass preparation activities in China, togather with four additional review papers
for the four themes (one for each theme), and the abstracts for the other remaining 9 papers
are selectively translated into Chinese in this Collection,

The second part contains the relevant papers and materials selected {rom the Intergovernmen-
tal Conference on the Assessment and Mitigation of Earthquake Risk, sponsored by UNESCO
in Paris in Feb, 1976, with representatives and observors from 52 member-ship states and 15
international agencies attending the conference, Afterward, the proceedings “The Assessment and
Mitigation of Earthquake Risk” was published in 1978,in which four subject matters were inclu-
ded. Papers of part 1 of the proceedings, as “Assessmeat of Earthquake Risk” , papers of part
2, as “Engineering Measures for Loss Reduction” , and some papers of part 3, as “Implications
of Earthquake Risk” were published in Chinese under the same title by the Seismological Publi-
shing House in Sept. 1982. The other two papers of part 3and the entirety of part 4 as “The Of-
ficial Report” concerning seismo-sociology are abridged into Chinese in this Collection,

The third part contains the translated versions selected from the book “Earthquake Threat;
The Human Response in Southern California” which was originally published by the University
of Southern California in 1979, Since 197¢, the Palmdale Uplift in Southern California has, for
a period of time, caused psychological panic among the people and social disorder to a certain
extent, Therefore, under the auspices of the U, S, National Science Foundation and the U, S,
Geological Survey, a social investigation was conducted among 1450 adult residents of Los Ange-
les County by Turner, Nigg, Paz and others from the Imstitute of Sociology, of the University
of California, at Los Angeles, from mid-January to mid-March (977, and afterwards this book
was compiled and published. There are ten chapters in the book, Chapters one and two deal
with the question,to what extent are people aware of the Southera California Uplift and of the

various predictions, and warnings concerning possible earthquakes in the near future; chapter
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three examines public expectations about whether earthquake forecasts are related to the uplift
event; in chapter four, the public state of mind toward earthquake hazard are explored; chapter
five is devoted to the public attitude toward earthquake information; chapters six, seven and
eight elucidate whether the public quake-panic psychology can be converted into some kind of
action to deal with earthquake hazard, what measures should be taken and whose responsibility
it is to act; chapter nine describes where people look for information about the earthquake threat;
and in chapter ten how much confidence people place in sciemtific earthquake prediction and
how much in less scientific forms of earthquake forecasting, Of the book, chapters two, four,
six, seven, eight and ten have been selectively translated in this Collection.

The U.S. 1977 Seismic Hazard Reduction Act and the Large-scale Earthquake Countermeas-
ures Act of Japan are also included as Appendixes in this Collection,

This Collection has been compiled in line with the present conditions and demands in China,
and it may be a very beneficial reference to people ever—increasingly interested in seismo-sociolo-
gy, which at the present include mainly research work in societal and economic responses to
earthquakes and to earthquake prediction in China, To perform such kind of research work in
China will help bring the positive effects of earthquake prediction into full play, so as to mini-
mize undesirable social effects of earthquake predictions, especially to minimize possible econo-
mic losses as well as to reduce possible unusual human psychological responses and to avoid
societal disturbances caused by predictions, Thereby this kind of research is closely related to
the socialist comstruction, and can contribute to the realization of the four modernizations in
China,

The papers in this Collection are written by many world-wide wellknown scientists or aut-
horitative agencies and individuals in the fields concerned from the United States, Japas, the
Soviet Union,New-Zealand and many other countries,and all the papers present the latest view-
points, the current status, recen! developments and future trend in the seismo-sociological
research and related fields. There are about 4) persons from nearly 20 working units, who have
done translations and checkings for this Collection, and we are very grateful to them for their
kind concern and enthusiastic support, The translations and compilation of this Collection have
been organized by Song Shouquan, associate directer of the Tenth Section of IGSSB and chief
editor of RDWS, Li Huaying, associate director of the Tenth Section of IGSSB and associate
editor of RDWS, and Gu Ping, member of the Tenth Section of IGSSB and of the Editorial
Office of RDWS, Mistakes are certainly present in the translation and editing work for this

Collection. Critisisms from readers are warmly welcome,

The Section of Seismo-Sociology(The Tenth Section)of Institute of Geophysics,

State Seismological Bureau
The Editorial Office of Recent Developments in World Seismology
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Synopsis

This collection contains 47 papers categorized in three majpr parts: part 1 about papers and
abstractson seismo-sociology from the International Symposium on Earthquake prediction convened
in Paris in April 1977; part 2 about related materials and papers prom the Intergovernuiental
Conference on the Assesment and Mitigation of Earthquake Risk in Paris in Feb, 1976; part 3
about papers selected from the book “Earthquake Threat; The Human Response in Southern
Californin” originally published by the University of Southern California in 1979, as well as
2 appendixes, The authers of all these papers are world-wide wellknown scientists or authorititive
sgencies and individuals mainly from the United States, Japan, the Soviet Union and New-
Zealand and other countries. These papers reflect the latest viewpoints, the current status, the
recent developments and future trend in the present seismo-sociological studies and the related
fields,

This collection has been compiled in line with the present condition and demands in China
to meet the need for reference material for .the ever-increasing interest in seismo-sociology,
which at the present include mainly research on societal and economic response to earthquakes and
to earthquake prediction in China, This collection can serve as reference for scientific and
technical workers as well as leading and managerial members in seismology, geophysics, geology,
engineering seismic resistance and other related fields of natual science as well as in sociology,
eonomics, law and other related fields of social science; for teachers and students of relevant

subjects in universities and colleges; as well as for other related agencies or individuals,

Chief Editors for This Collection: Song Shouquan, Li Huaying
Managing Editors; Gu Ping, Song Shouquan
Draftsman, Song Zhimin
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