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A Brief ;lntrodhction to“Special English”

The Voice of America ( VOA )is the Voice of
the United States Government, It is broadcast in
different languages to all over the world ‘thro'ugh
24 hours, The programs of VOA are varied and
colourful, The aews is always broadcasf in time,
The programs ate desngned to give you ‘a - 'variety
of informed opinion so that you can make up ‘your
own mind about what i’ happerung in"the world,
Since VO& reflects ‘the opmmns of American govern—
ment, you shisuld learn how to dtstmvulsh ‘between
right and wrong ’oased on your country’s 1nterests

Here we are not to introduce all of 'the progr—
ams of VOA in detail, only to focus our ‘at¥éntion
on Special English programs,

On October 1, 1959 the Voice of America
( VOA) began broadcasting its first Special English

news programs, 'The programs were originally
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the reaction of those who heard them was so enth—:
usiastic that Spezial English sews programs were
soon being broadcast to olher areas and, eventually,
several series of feature programs were also added
in Special English, Now “almost' everyome - in the
worldicad hea,r at d;ea‘st*bn'e to=minute Specxal Eng—
lish news program every day of week, they are
broadcast once each evening in Africa, Europe, andr‘
Latin Amer;ca. twice each evening in the M1dd'le‘
East andl Soitth Asia,and three titfies each morning and
once each evening in East Asia and Pacific, In add~
ition to the news programs in Special Enghsh,«there
are now also A-minute Daily Sgience. Reports, and
seven weekly feature program, series, .each broadca.st

3
on its own special day of the week,

T6 Chinese ‘listeners, the VOA broadcast’s ;;

alf hour program at 6:30, 8:30, 20:30 évery “day
on short wave, The programs are the same 'as
those to other parts of the world, The prégram’
begins thh ter minutes of important’ world “hews,
The tews is followed by a short repott on seitfice
or agriculture, On weekends, this’ shott gpiogram
is about American words afid phrases,” They’ explailf
the words and tell how they became part ‘of thb
language, :
A lénger Special English report ﬁd‘llem!s the.
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science or word, program, These longer feature
reports are-about many: different things, They are
different each day of the week, ( |
Here is.a list.of them below,,
A List of Special English Programs

[ju, e _.Q " = ; 1 j’l‘ime Meter| - kHz

iy FFOpram _(CAERE EDIHB)| (Fi)
EreryDay| Newys - 1, 18.5 | 15395
s 25,2 | 11925
{ Sunday - Bcoplp in A;ner:ca , 0630 31,4 | 9545
, = 0830 41.8 | 7210
Mosday. . | Thisis America . . . | ° 49.0 |- 6130
‘ Tuesday_ Science i the News 16.9 | 17765
, 16,9 | 17740
Wednesday| Space and Man Ol 19.5 | 15410
- . — : 2030 25,1 | 11965
Thursday | the Making of'a Nation leo |31,1] 9660 .
— - . 31,4 | 9555
Friday - | American Mésaic’ =7 | .. 41,2 ] 7285 .
48.9 | 6185

Saturday Americas Stories- | e ' 4

 What exactly is Special-English and what has
made its programs so populary It is easy to answer,
Because ( 1) it is _American 4 English based on a
vocabuary of, about .1, 500 of the most useful and
common wordS, (2).itris written and .- broadcast
ia shert, diregt sen,tences, and (3 )1t is read over,
the air_at 90" wogds peri ;nmute, or abqut tWo—thxrd
the: speed of standard English programs, In addition,
to its clarity, directness, and ease of comprehenz

sion, one of the basic reasons for the »pop}xlgﬁty
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of Special English is that, like .all American Eng=
lish, it is a vital, living, adaptable language, VCOnE
stantly changing to nf;eet the needs of modern ,life;_

Despite all the care that goes. into the Special
English programs, it is good English, it is the 1evél
of English Ameticans speak most frequen'tly. Alths
ough there are hundf_e_ds, of thousands of- words in
the English language, ,agd although p,rofessiénal
speakers, lawyers, writers_agdrot‘h.ers do use more
complex sentences, all liﬁguists know that most
people use only several thousand basic words in
our everyday dealings, and use them in sxmple,duect
sentences more often than not Thus, though. crea-
ted by VOA for some of its programs, Special Eng-
lisk is actually the level of Enghsh the nativeborn
Americans have been speaking and hearxng most fre—
quently all their lives, Spec1a1 English is not over—
ly simplified or childish, It is good, simple adult
Enghsh Because of this, Specxal English programs
are appreciated by both those who have but httle
skill or pract1ce in English, and those who have a
great deal of ‘skill and practice,

VOA broadcasts its Special English progrsams
for only one reason; those who want to hear
English-language broadcasts may do so even though
they might have difficulty comprehending the total
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vocabulary, complex sentences, or rapid speech of
moTe advanced Standard English: The Special
-English programs have, however, turned out to
have a special additional value to many listeners,
Millions of listeners around the world now use the
pf‘og;am;s’to learn or increase their knowledge of
Engli’sfl.‘Thus, in maay countries the Special English
programs are required listening for entire classes of
students, Many others who are formal students of
English, or who are studying it on their own, tape
the programs for repeated listenings to improve
their listening comprehension, vocabulary, and con=
wérsationaI_Skills, ‘

Special English has been communicating ideas
to _péople in every p¥rt of the world for almost 28
years, Its listeners reach all across the English
language, from b‘eginnérs‘ to native {English speak-
ers, There aré millions of its listeners at every
corner of the globe and of every occupation and
age, : o v .
" The Special English programs of VOA have
grown to bea Well{-deser{red and very popular success

all around the world,
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TR vyt .
The Features of writing Broadcast Scrips

Broadcast writing which is writing for tbe ear
is a little different from newspaper copy which is
writing for the eye alone, Although the principles
of ‘broadcast writing are not different from those
of print journalism——clarity, accuracy, horesty of
expression, There 'aré, however, some differences
in the application of these principles,

. The first rule of broadcast news is that the
story must be clear at once, Unlike the newspaper
reader, the listener has no second chance to go over
the material, Radio and TV znews is as fleeting as
the. . wind——here for.the instant, then gone,

There-are several ways the broadcast news wri-

ter .makes his or her copy clear, ‘

_ Broadcast news writers use everyday words, the
language of conversation, Colloquialisms and con-
tractions are acceptable, The style is informal,
Look at some brief news items on the CBS ( £ Ik
¥\ 7)) television news program “Newsbreak?®,
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( 1) Nato ( North Atlantic Treaty Organization,
JbABERAL AR ) foreign ministers, meeting
in Rome,today said nyet({iEHer, =10) to
Moscow=rejecting the Soviet demand for a
moratorium on deployment of nuclear arms
in/Europe, :

ib%ﬁﬁ’%&’“ﬁ&?%Aﬂﬁ, z:v(?ﬁi*@.ﬁ\

XFREERMGTRERRBIRR,
( 2 ) A Singapore Airlines jumbe jet left Sou=

"t

theast Asia today with 8 new way to help
passengers pass the time, The plane, bound
for San Francisco, is fitted out with  six
slot machines——for high fliers,
&Fs —EEMBERBERSAFNETFREE
TCE=ET. FEEBTA aHRbl, ‘E{E@ﬁ%
%ﬁ" Ry iR &M Tﬁb’&ﬂﬁlﬁﬁﬁﬁ 2. :

Broadcast news writers s:mpl:fy the. complex,
The story written for a newspaper plunges right
into the heart of the event, The broadcast 'story
often has a brief introduction before the theme is
stated, Each of the stories above has an introduc=
tory clause or sentence, Now let’s ook at another
story. - . .
"The mayor and the city council are feuding
ag'ain, This time, the issue is the eity’s



sales tax, ‘
TRETRENHES L, XRSBELRAT
SR B P
The writer used this as & brief introduction to
the heart of the story. ‘The writer then went into

the details, : j\ f},";f
. . : . -/
The city council last night turned down |- ,,)
a proposal to increase the city salestax / . -

from 3 to 4 percent, Mayor George Grogan
said the city faces trouble unless it takes
in more revenue, And the oanly way the
mayor can see to add to revenue is to
raise the sales tax, But the council voted
six to oné against the increase, |

R TN ST THATSEBRNSY 1
BWEMRRRR. FTHRE - BPRETRETHFD -
Teei b R R R . RN JPE—R-
WEeRRREHEE. BRUSREUAL
—RAEmeiE,

Sentences are short for broadcast stories, Long
sentences cannot be read easily by the announcer,
and the listener has a hard time following them,
We know the way to write short sentences, Follow
the S-V-O style, Look at the broadcast version,
Every sentence begins ‘with a subject, and the verb
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