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Preface

This book introduces the nature of language. It deals with the
sounds that we make when we speak, with the way in which we
construct sentences, with the ways in which our speech varies
between social situations, and so on. It does so by the commonly
adopted method of having chapters with such headings as phonetics,
syntax, social variation. Less conventionally, it has a major chapter
which, against the background of these aspects of linguistics,
presents the principal features of the languages of western Europe.

You have at least one remarkable skill; you can speak a language.
For at least one language you generally know what can and what
cannot be designated by the everyday words, you know what is and
what is not an acceptable way of combining words to form a
sentence, you have a good idea of whether or not a particular
statement would be acceptable in a particular social situation. As a
skilled user, then, you already have a substantial foundation for the
study of language. That foundation and an interest in language are
‘all you need; given those, this introductory book can lead you to an
understanding of what language consists of, of how it works. It
serves as an introductory book for students of linguistics and as
important background material for students of modern languages.
Reflecting my work in continuing education, I have attempted to
write in a readable style that will also make the book attractive to the
many people who want to explore the fascinating world of language
without entering full-time education.

I would like to thank my wife Beryl and a student, Arthur Mclvor,
for taking time to read and comment on my draft. I also thank Beryl
for her support and tolerance while I was working on the book. I
also thank Arthur as a representative of those students whose
interest and enthusiasm help to inspire and reward my work. The
facilities of the University of Edinburgh such as the library and
word-processing facilities have been of great assistance.
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Preface by Halliday

Foreign Language Teaching & Research Press is to be congratulated
on its initiative in making these publications in linguistics available to
foreign language teachers and postgraduate students of linguistics in
China.

The books are a representative selection of up-to-date writings on
the most important branches of linguistic studies, by scholars who are
recognized as leading authorities in their fields.

The availability of such a broad range of materials in linguistics will
greatly help individual teachers and students to build up their own
knowledge and understanding of the subject. At the same time, it will
also contribute to the development of linguistics as a discipline in Chinese
universities and colleges, helping to overcome the divisions into “English
linguistics”, “Chinese linguistics” and so on which hinder the progress of
linguistics as a unified science.

The series is to be highly commended for what it offers to all those
wanting to gain insight into the nature of language, whether from a
theoretical point of view or in application to their professional activities
as language teachers. It is being launched at a time when there are
increasing opportunities in China for pursuing linguistic studies, and I

am confident that it will succeed in meeting these new requirements.

M. A.K. Halliday
Emeritus Professor

University of Sydney
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HEKR, BRXETAAYE, BRAZLERE, d
AT —Fw kA MIAR: FHE. H4E. A EOA
57 IRETFPARETENAST; FRXFTEX
VYHBEREE T, EEFRLTENMEIAHMS T, HET
ik A&k, ¥ EEFMBEHETEFNELTZEA A
T NBx ALk I £ RGEA, B et XA By — Kb iE
B, A THEEURRXERRAEITEESR, ¥ AN,
REHE, KINRKRIZEAZRFAFENLASF —HX
M RESNEET F 5 0BT ¥ XE)

XEEHRBY 54 HMAEEXEF, eBETHEET¥SE
BMAEEF28 ML FH, IHBERNEGEHA XEX
BEREFRZEHEE L RN, HRIFAABRNET F
EMREE#AH, RERE BT ¥ RPN BHFREK
ARE— Ko

KN HEH, WEFL2FER? WK EHEEH
ERATWE-—RERBFTHNRET, stHEL2x, #EH—
EHRGETE NN EHFTIMN, FAHLE BRI ETHEH
fIXERRERBEL, HFHEEHK,

RMNFEZNXERRA B - S HH N ERFRED
HANEHAN; BENFE LA ERE RHEE T FH
W BEART AN BT HFFTF AR TENERS F;
BMNAE, ATREH, BE¥5NAETF2E LT LR
EIRA AT T, KNFL, BLERES, FFIBE
B E, REARAFERELCEIES, TAETH
¥ Ko

MERRMNWEZ, TENR AEEER, XALE
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REERNALEGNLER? R4, RERRXE-—TAX
WERFER, RPEXEHFHEAIAKRNER, BILAX
F BB HRMHE,

RINBESA—F, AVBANNERFRET XS
MREEFHREKRGERY, ERXEFREZAULE
#E

EEERREITE, FAEINZTEEFE AR FMH. KiE
BERAE, T ETEHNEXNET, CERGEE, 7
AAEEBN #THREEX, TETEA2HE&HKE,
EREFEEFXFH, £ZERNES, NBHEMSO
FRRAAR, ATHHIEEAFTHEAARE,

EEERE®RTE, BRANTHTEH - BFEH, FLLT
2HREH. AAR, 95T EWNEFRAZAH LEREE
¥, HE(4E#H R Chomsky; wH A#, EF 4B+ 4 1k
s ; BAEAN, WIBERARRAELT EA A 7%,
YT ETE/ K,

KRENEHY, FLHFEHUEIRLAFTEERTFH,
HAUNXGHEERETHR, TEELE, ©HANLHSE
ERAEEZHEE, TEUE, E0FE ot F# ¥ E,
FEFOLE, BELY; BT A EHEZRREHREE,
HELEFHEFERTER, WHEEHFAL,

rRx s R, RNEHHw, AELRNENN A,
SR Bk, BETERLETIART. ¥ 7 &k#, RN
BEZESNEHER, FLEIOAZEE. BRATXA
XHE, RERMNETREHER,

EhmEEMXER, RINEFFE T T h X,

—FHE, EHHH, RMNKke, K, KAREHH
EH, ENFARE-—RZLs, tFRK—FIB LR
zZH, BEFERABE¥NETHRERZTEATHAN
W, X FRTEFLEN, EHET¥. BT Rit¥ R
HAFEMR, RNBANTEF; ¥, EXFLALHAH
F12



%, RANEEETH XN RHFEE

A, RMN#FTEARLNEL AT, AL
ERWASFBRXRHR, I EEHTFERE, FEFPUA
FEFEEATAE, WFHERRTRHREREL LA,
ATBRN-FZh, AXEFE-—FHFERNBELXE
T-—7FFEEHFEAH. BHFFARLREL, R
EERFNA-TREHMN, ZFEFEMBEE &, —
TRFHENE, $EER,

EHERAXH, RNEBEZFEZEHANENSEN
BEMHSAFREMAR; RNEEFTHEARE; B
BEAREEXMN, BB L#BAFRRFERR,; FA
BFEXBE TR, BHHENQAEXHFHEREK FEXK
WARREF RN BRI RN AL NEHAE, F— KiE
EXPNRAEEE, AHTHERNNES BR, &
WItEfEFEREZAAN, RNITGRELEEN-IRE,
FINE CHER, HFXUE, LAk,

)
e L
7 &

L 2

1+t U
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XE—-ABERGENTEESFEATZH,

ARRAXREERZHERT (RABE) WAREH, FiHE
HMEBEETX LB HEIINERMNEEMBREN, 1E&HR, KRAESWH
BiE, HEXMESREAMBY . Bmff LIEMN, XHEET, K
MATLRERXAS,; YRBEENESXNREE —EHE,

FHPF—TMEARERGE, HAEEELERZHEFIE
BFEMRMARBERET X, BRFELERESHRE, PHLEIAR
E; —UINLKHFRE, F"REZEFEMEFEZETHH. By
HEMBREEY, BRESTEEESENSTAE, XAAUE
BRAGMEEH, NEETHLZHETUER, BRLREBESTFRER
BEANBN, HESXHOEHERT ., B2, AR TEE,
EERAERKKEZ, MENERES, REHANBELSANS, BT
FLEE-HBRXFRAEENW S, MiZiK, EXHLEY, B
SHBTL, ZERERET. SN AEEEA T RENE X
VLEA D, XEEMR, —, WA EXFERE; =, TXEEH
B =, TR BEAE, WH, EEOHTFARRERB®IE,
k| RHIFSIES

MXEZANHERE, FHREGBSFHVEE, BERIFOA
THz—,

BEHRMBESWEEAR. BERAXEBENGEN, EF
—HEPHRE; BEHRERINMRZTLSINRY—FHTRALR, —
miE, WEFIAEE, BEEHEEEBHRTY. BIERESRKIANE
B, BEEIEH. XREEHNTEREEESH K. BEEYUKE
TRARHART, AFNMAERU R AEi S0k, BHFTE
EHRRARMESEN ., BEE¥CLREERETFS S X EMHBE,
CELRBEINFEZHENF¥WEXROE, EEHSEFENT AR
TR EEBERKXHEM .

EESRASEE, EEEE, XHEES; H/0%M (), B
KEf (A, B, E), #E 5HHHR (KBR) FX, X5AH
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NEHR (B4) FX; SHabAER B5RK. HE. it
X, HEMUR, RTUMRIETES, MENHNMLEH, HBA]
UBIRE S/ EFYH LR, HRENAREHR, BEEREHS
F.OWIC, B, BXE; BIRESHHEYH RN, EEEE
EHaRR, SRMMER, 5XHHXE, SHEIKXE,
HAMBEHEWR R, SXE¥. BHIFENXR. B THEMT AR,
BEEFHEARKER T RIS, XESXELH I ML ER
MRIETHNBEWNERE. BT¥. TOA%¥., ALE, BESE,
BN, TR, RREERSTMERZ, A, FALE, BH
FWREGH S, XAMARITHEL, EERRRES SHFER
BIXFR, MRESTIINBHRM XA, EEE—-WITFER. #IW,
MRIESSHEHXER, CLETHERBRHHEETE. AXKE
¥ MMRAEBEBTERMWRXR, C2FTHERABKOEIET ¥
WM H XX, MRHIEF®. THRES¥E. WLIE5¥F
H. BIRESSES ZHNXANFURIETFAEST REE; N
hREEAEREES, CHEHLESEF,
EAESFHN—RATIHERS, FBEE T EEFWTE.
EERHE L. WL BXE. BFE. BAF. BEE ARz,
XFHRE, HEETE (B LE), HEESF. MBREHT
Rft4, BARPFEEZE —BEFIINALHEBSTF. WRRZ T
it 2, MHAE “FKEES" —8. i, BHRETERE—
BH, ENEEFTHRAZR, HIWHFREANEREE “EFEK”
MR E X, HE, FEBRFECHFE: A\ . +
EARHESHEE XA TR, BELSHERmEL, H
FofmEpmait. Bk, SHRHE, FEHAFUEBELE. 8
ERRE—-IEH, AHILIMXFAE—T%F, BRAEHRE
F, REEABRSNELR. SHPRBREFCAWMBEET . &K
BE, HPWRARRLAENEN, BERUALANAR; BAHE
FAMATEA LB TERE -, FEo-SlBAFRIE LT
Wiz, EIFEREXMEERARGER, XB—F “FIH1" #
#, LURH “B177, WEZECEESHSH.
TIXMRELFH LR BERR BT KB XTFRE,
EARE R, MREE-VERMALRE, FHELARETFIEA;
BlFFHOFHBER; EEHFERFAHLIAARE, XMHEEARY
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RBNFEEHNE T FI O ELEE. BT ERE XEARGE A4
BlF, T—BXFHMLEER, MEERGIEH:

Sociolinguistics is a branch of linguistics which concentrates on

language in society, in other words, it tries to examine how

and why people use language as they interact with other

members of their society. Sociolinguistics examines variety in

language and has shown that language is not merely used to
communicate ideas but also to communicate our opinion of
others and of ourselves. Even the simplest utterance such as

Hello! can reveal that the speaker wishes to be friendly and

informal, and that he or she is probably British ( many

Americans would prefer Hi!). In considering any spoken

communication, therefare, a student will notice that a

speaker’s language reveals information on his sex, appropriate

age, regional and perhaps ethnic origins, education and

attitude to his listeners.

FIHERHXITHNE, SHH—BRIFE “KiF” B#%, B5B%;
EUBlFFL, BEEHE—IRIE.

“Hello, it’ s me.” That may be all that we need to hear to

recognize somebody who rings us up if we know them {fairly

well, for no two people speak exactly alike. His or her speech
profile has been shaped by such factors as where he or she grew

up, by the kind of education that he or she received, by his or

her occupation and by the same range of factors in respect of

his or her parents. His or her speech profile is, of course,

affected by whether it is his or hers that is appropriate. It is

affected by age. It is affected by many other physical
differences that influence the individual’ s acoustics. That

makes up the individual’s voice quality. The unique nature of a

person’s speech is his idiolect.

HHIHARW, EEMEHFT, E_ROXFHRZEEN. T
TR BB, DRESRBE AL, FARRERBEREK, XF
REERMWHEIERX, B8, Bk, Hx, ¥JHERRIMK
ELEIEA I T, BB AE IR B2 AR MR SR A L E,

F16



EENZXASIFGG, EEUEEZEILANEENS, NEFS
ZIMBHREBEFELZKERT . VHEE ik, BEFELTIARE,
BEEEBAERE (glosary), BEFEHLHIE, HOkM—E, K&
EXRBIENIESEER (pp.198-206) FATEH], %I RiHE
RSP, —ET LAIIEREE R, JFRIRF, HimBERiIR. BHERE
FIEZESHE, BEHATIHNE, WHREH (BFHE 1997 FHH);
AL, ANHFERBB, BRE[EEFRHH.

A BIEA B HUX B — MEB R & B R 37 s

2% FEIR{A?

FEMBESRN4: BENWENL, BEWRARE EF
IREMBETHR D, EERAXFHN; BSHEALREZHR LY
—Yl. FLIYBEEH TR, BF-BMHESARER, AR
WHRSE, BRREANLNEBESEHMARRER. HEREFL. &
EREUZHASR. BERAXXITFHREDID.

HARKIES PRRHBGEXHARE S, BHE, EFFERN
ELXaH—ARE. XAFERFARKETLREE, Hushd
XRAZBAFRERXPH—FHIRE, BREELE, fim, &5
B—H 8", RERUEBETHA T SEMRRO DA ZMBE LR
BRE. H/gou/XANMFEEFFIRER “W” XMHPRBEH L B
H” B, MM E—REFREN. BMm, 52— “&
g7, MEREEARHEEHENEEEARY, TWR-ETUER
TEFRBORIE B M SLNAE S 34 i 0 i) R 45 ) R AR O 1B S B JL 7S
BH, AKESHFLARWEALEE, BEWATRIEN; hpwye
WRERCAER. S ERARN, ETERRSW, R Ly
WRA—-MME, NETHRRSURE, BRAFEYIESHBEE.
BERERENIT R TEBH, FUFLBREE. YR, BHA
B, ARFIETHRARSERRN GVWRBLEEH; NI4E
BREFIANKEETHF NI RRBE ) AXPMEXEHETH
FETW-HE. B, FEWEIEW, LENADMEMIEE BT
RFEXHIEN. XREATESRAEREIN—FE,

EEASHNEE, BT REBZI, WRURERTE, 9L
FIRFEME, SRR HERT, WA EAMEEREYEAME
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. FEEFE =ML BE T I

EEARRMREAN, WERFEHE, WARL, XAHRILH
B, WLXAEEWAN, RRESXEARPRE RGE. HFRX
WHHMETERD HHAFLE, EXE, EEEMEFMLE, )
fb, EZFEBFRALHESEL, MEE RO AR .

MIEE WA ST AN, W, NEH K AEMHME T %
AR, MRS K; ARESERHARERFESRRGES,
XK, BREFHHAETH, YHRBEFT¥. U EXE
HE, AHEEREHTITE,

BE ECE

WRIESPREAWRS . WH-TEEFHA— MW
EXFHRET ST TFREL, BA—PBEXRUEFEHBESZSA
WK IR, HIBH spick and span REESTFF, HE XET clean; WiE
M “HE BARSH. MEMEEIREESHEARRS X EE
/v, kick the bucket FF die SR —Fl, B, HHT LHBA/N
T, 2 unhealthy PHJ-un BRREE. —MR/MYE L BALIYEE
(morpheme), — MBI HE —MEE (W warn), WA UEF L4
W& (M unthinkable PH=NHE), H—HEH, BREFHH go,
goes, went, gone, going, [FJBTF — i go MEIRERX, W—4d
fI (lexeme), &M give in, make up, look after 25 & J& B Yo 4y 1]
i, FEVRSL, |— i AL ER B 1 b — 4 Bl 37 R BOR I &k b
H,

Rk, RETT BN E LHAE . AW AR/ DYRE
BREIBXWEHERX . IREFETARTHALAR, BHE, &
fireman fl blackbird MEEARHET . FFLLERNEAKR, WRRE
BIF A LRI . BA, RITEBAIN SATIHENE
XEBAEHWE., EAFESP, AWECHIEXHE L, &
B 1 shall give & LAEBIEP AP NAFEIX, Je donnerai, MAEH
BFES, —MAMB T daré,

FARABERE? RBEFAST? CRBBHIEHEY? 5
FrigZz BB AT K, BRORKEFES, AMNFTF Sk
RIRE LR R, HRAELSRMUEF LA EREEN,. #E5FEHN
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RERNEHEAN . —THBEMFER R X A0, FREE T E
T. WEMARENR, FEE -EMRMEHE. LW, FKTHFWHELE
MATRAKTFELEME; SOEWEEEEIMIER”, £/,
BUER SLATRRAEE 6. %", W slide, slippery, slimy %;
M cr-BIRRAEE “EREIWAE", U0 crash, crush %, HE, Bl
HpkE A TEHRGES, —HEBBHCERMES, EEE T,
AfR, RE-THEZEMRFA LR ZEESHAMEMZLY: BT
XA, #E (m] TTE8. R THAREHELERT RN, IR
EBEARBE AN, FRAEESHEZRXAMERE, THHRIA
LR ER L.

R “Fi” BOFRE, CERFEFEBERE, WEEE—1
FiEle? FHET 1B H panvelo (/NBREH); FHE T IEH lenco, BT
RIS (ERNKAMNT); %iENAH monchoir, RER MR,
BN FIEE “S&F+ /7, EIEMFWME ‘DN +F7, EiEY
handkerchief & 20457 S HWE?

BB FF Lk, HERFELR, BE LY T EZ —8E
M (conversion), HZ W MBhER, WBahiAMZAH, EES
WA BNE SR EE. B R ERIRLE (derivation) : ERIE b
In—A4~E %, I discover BR undiscovered %5, &4~ B #1585 B i
IR KR . FORER editor —1, AfTINABERFNIA edit R4
HEY, TR edic AMBNA. 8 XM EM (extension) R Y
TR FTE: W 8 W, WO” B 0T BEE SR
Ao

ok, EEAMERE —RBAR —NFE, EEEF TSR,
i shoemaker, fire-fighter, fireman %, K 8, B8 & K — 17
By, HP—P PN E T, breakfast fl lunch §E —H R T
brunch, ¥ L4+ A B MZAIIR; camera recorder & FE—H, BT
camcorder, BFIE S FHAE —/MRSFEIRNKRE, HEHEEIES
B, EBMEEREHTIFE X T XN, EEN tea XB IUE,
DUER “HE” EEEHEBN—MES; ‘T, N7, “HE
HFXRETFHEE, Al AAN R A FEHMMER, WREEFE,
R E BYiERE LR, MREH honeymoon ¥ B ¥LIEHY lune de miel,
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E=F BEF

BXHHRIESHOE L. RE/RY, HARKE HBEXENE,
HE AN, WRHS, EUWERNHE, —ERHMeBEKAR
wke, WETLIR, WAREKR, FIEEEY, EEAWEEREN

HRIFERTROED KL, WRKEBTHRNNGAT, BEXD
NAWHE —XR—KTE. ITR2PRTHNTEFHBIMTL2E
B MR AERFLNERKRARMIETE. 2HEEANAEAA
HIAFEKESGARHET. ZETH hil KB4 28 E A W mountain,
LR AR, 58, g5, BSAEFERNERBETTH
B, —ARANLAT a5 A3 B 8 L X (semantic range), MIEIED
uncle 5 X HLIBHY “AU" KB E. A3 RHE A RLHR — 4
EXYE, W “EE&7, “Bi7, “BE” FFHEERRXRIFTULY
(semantic field); “£L”, “BB”, “H” SR EIHE L,

WAKEXHARGHE. W, "5 QIFRELN? “4” 65
‘B EMRBRESRE? RNEEIRENZIBRERETAR L FRIEXX
£. % B EEE (EEiFES EXGE) (hyponym), “I187, “Rg”
F0 K TREE (FRIEST E). BEEAM Tz —_REX
Ao A, Biadr —MiEM B ARE, W @R —iHEEE A
EFH. BRAF—EFE, AAAE XX A HE X (synonym) Fi
& X3 (antonym) XHBAE. AHUEFE, RUAEEARAZS
AE, FTREFERIE BRI SCER ER XA, FAE, R GAZEIRR R
AER: AVNEREAHEN (‘87 5 “987), AMNGFEEE PR
R H N

WA E XX BZRERMN T ENRE. ZiEX blond, R 5
hair R ; SUBH “HEA/DR” TW “Be” 5aEKRAEXE, T
BN Z BB AT, FE A% for the sake of appearances, %)
Figi “ATiLEEAE",

WHWIEXRKEUEXH S —PMEBER AL LH
(polysemy). [E & R X1 (homonym) #1[F&H FIF XiF. SiEW
chair & “HF”, w2 “EF", “FEML". wel B “¥F” HE
“H”; meet Ml meat B & X; %AW wind 53117 wind MEE RET F
X
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R XRBR T SMEZ S, EFH N, wELE AT E 8 A8
R SRR BN o B L RE AN A E R B SRS E, — A
BAF LM TEME L (MAMRA): &Y, iR, SURY,
AR, KATH, BEH, EEH.

A EH AU N RFNERFNIEEMT, IEREFEAESEHE
FPBXAMULKRBEFFEENL, BRMXGRWBAIESTEANT
AOHmMEE. Flm, R A7 FLREE, AR R,
RETG? ZENERE “RAAN WEE, EHFRRMIY
—Aa, UEERTE,

BUE EEF

EEFMRETHNET. RIEEH, HAENEREAA,
BHAREFUTMAMREN TR, EEUTBURERINEANEL S
#E, BB (LBHTE). i (LERTSE). KR, B (EE
M), & (FR, HFEHMNER). FF, (XEPLERE, BEHY
HEEER, ABIEN.) FIBEFIES R, —REF. F1
HHRE, BEMOBEREIRL, RHAREHY; R OBY
R, REEHTE. FRSEW. BWRERSN, 2BF; K
rRME. NXEHMZAEME, RIMNEFENEBEST. BhET.
T, AEE. EEE. KBTS,

REFRAARAFENTOAE, SESTEE RERERITH,
bR, XMEEF (RBEF) (plosive)e SEBEWTLE
£, HEUREEdET, XMBEE (fricative) s BIEKMTEHEE,
RIEIER B MET, R EEE T (affricative) s KMEBBEZ
FH, EEAMR/AD, FRUSIEESR, BMERRE (glide). & (j] M
(w] XE4EERTE, HRIEETETRSES.

BTREMMUMEE TS, BAIUS -1 HEENM. W, X
EZERE [p] #1 [blo

MEXEEL EN. BRUEFRKEMUBE, BRELTTUA
FTHE. RTHF. GLE. ATE. ¥R THE. KTH; BEF,
AUAREEMERBE. #E5K, FELE. WTSEHN=Z4TH
(fm fire BEATTE )

BEFETRRS, WERABRMIHE, WRIHAZWA, o,
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