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FOREWORDS TO THE PICTORIAL SERIES OF
DESCENDANTS OF EMPERORS YAN AND HUANG

The descendants of Emperors Yan and Huang, which refer to the Chinese people as a whole,
account for over one fifth of the world population. The continent of China is the birth - place of the
oriental civilization of mankind.

The Chinese people had their origin in the ancient Yi tribes in the east, the ancient Qiang tribes in
the west, the ancient Man tribes in the south and the ancient Di tribes in the north, and mingled with
much fresh foreign blood in the historical progress. Because of the differences in their geographic
enviroment and historical development as well as in their mutual integration, the Chinese people have
resulted in the formation of today’s over 50 brotherly nationalities of the Chinese nation and their
various branches, who have created the glorious Chinese civilization, an important and indispensable
part of the entire human civilization.

Modern science and technology has been turning the earth smaller and smaller, which requires
people to look at the world form the perspective of the whole mankind.

Peace, progress and friendship are the most important themes of the world today, and also the
eternal themes of mankind

For this reason, people need mutual understanding all the more.

People have always been shouldering history and standing on the present in their struggle for a
better future. It is probable that through the arduous efforts of several generations of our time, China
will again be able to stand at the forefront of the various peoples of the world and become the light to
illuminate the advance of mankind.

The present pictorial album we are compiling is imbued with the dying sunshine of the sediments
of the ancient culture, the tears and sparkles of the old and new tides, the gorgeous swirls of the
modern times and the puzzles and persistent aspirations for the future.

We wish to dedicate this sincere work of ours to:

The benevolent and wretched land where we live;

The industrious and kind people who have nurtured us;

The descendants of Emperors Yan and Huang, our compatriotic brothers and sisters all over the
world;

And all the human beings who are living with us on this same celestial body;

In the hope

To strengthen the knowledge of mankind about itself;

To increase the understanding of the past and present of the oriental civilization by the world;

To consolidate the flesh — blood ties of the descendants of Emperors Yan and Huang;

And to promote peace, friendship and progress of all the human race.
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At the extreme west end of the Chengdu Plain stand the Minshan Mountains, forming the western border of the Sichuan
Busin, The Minshan Mountains rise peaks upon peaks like countless natural steps ascending from the plain to the plateau

The Minshan Mountains, being a fold of the northeast angle of the Qinghai— Tibet Plateau caused by the plate collision
in the Indian subcontinent. are also the north and east edges of the Iengduan Mountain System, On the north the
Bailongjiang River (the White Dragon River) flows from west to east and the Minjiang River flows from north to south. The
mountain ridges and peaks on both banks of the two rivers are the starting point of the most important T —form national

corridor in ancicnl China which played u vital role in the formation and develapment of the Chinese nation. The legendary

stories about the West Empress who is considered to be the first mother of the Chinese nation, about Nuwa who is known as

.



the creator of human beings, about the Shushan tribe which is said to have marital relations with Emperors Fuxi and [uang

known as the carliest ancestors of the human beings, aboul the first cmperors Gun and Yu of the Xia Dynasty, aboul the first

King Howji of the Zhou Dynasty are all related with the region of Minshan Mountains. It is also from here that the tribes of
Emperors Yan and Huang, the common ancestors of the Chinese nation, went to Central China to mingle with the Yi tribes
in the cast to have created the glorious Chinese civilization, In the term of Hua - Xia (China), Xia came from a descendant of
the Great Yu who lived in the Minshan Mountains while Hua came from the Zhou tribe which resumed the rule after the Xia
Dynasty and had the same surname as the tribe of Emperor Huang. The two tribes. namely the Hua and Xia, were branches
of the Di and Qiang peoples who marched eastward from the Minshan Mountain region, Therefore, the Hua - Xia tribes
were new national groups of the Di - Qiang System whe avcepted and mingled with the advanced cast Yi culture after
entering Central Ching, and became the main body of the later Chinese nation

In & word, Hua— Xia is the cultivated Di— Qiang.

The turbulent Minjiang River, gathering snow water from thousands of mountains and valleys, rolled down from various
mountain crevices directly to the fertile plan like a  fierce  dragon. Whenever @ mountain flood occurred, the merciless
torrents of water rushed down the mountain to swallow up the people, the animals and the land. This continued to the time of

the greal Emperor Yu and his successor Kaiming and Prefecture Governor Li Bing and son when this evil dragon was finally

subdued and the vast and fertile western Sichuan became # land of abundance. The great credit of the early Di - Qiang people
has up to now been inscribed on the Yulei (Jade - Piles) Hill as well as on cach and every heavy car of grain in western
Sichuan

In the long period of more than 2,000 years since the unification of China by the Qin Dynasty, the Pass of Yulei Hill at
the mouth of Guanxian County has been one of the junctures to link Central China with the outside #nd a passage from Shu

(Sichuan) to the mountain regions. Even today the big characters of ” A Strategic Gateway of Western Sichuan” «1ill remain

on the arch of the ancient pass. Below the Hill, the southward flowing Minjiang River glitters with whitish jade — green

sparkles like dragon scales. In the distance, the Anlan (Billow — Taming) Planked Chain Bridge like a transparent silk ribbon
is lightly draped over the Yuzui (fish—mouth) W
Temple (Dragon—Subduing Temple) stands majestic on the Lidui Mound like a huge colourful lock on the Baopingkou

(Precious Bottleneck) Water —regulating sluice gate. The Erwangmiao Temple (Two Princes Temple) at the waist of the hill

er Dividing Dike in the middle of the river, The elegant Fulongguan

loaks like @ piece of beautiful jude nesting in the dense cloud — like green woods

The worshipped Prefecture Governor Li Bing of the Qin Dynasty in the Erwangmizo Temple most probably belonged to
the Linjun Clan of the ancient Di people in Sichuan while the three ~ eyed Yang Er—lang with a dog was a tribal and hunting
deity of the ancient Di people in the Minshan Mountain region. That is why till the early years of this century the various

as sacrificial offers to the

Qiang — Rong tribes in the Minshan Mountain region “killed 40 50 thousand sheep every ye
temple

Sailing north along the river. the terrain rises gradually and the Minjiang River is squeczed narrower by the steep
mountains and flows more swiftly, The geological structure of the mountains in this region is less stable and borders on the
split zone where mud - rock flow and Jandslides happen very often, whose sound echaes far and wide. That is why still goes

the Chinese saying today “sounding like the collapse of the Di tribes”. The soil here is hard and rigid, unsuitable for
cultivation but the mountain slopes can scrve as good pastures. However, due to excessive exploitalion the originally green
densc forests here have gradually disappeared, leaving only some barren mountains. The north and west (o the Guanxian
Counly are the regions inhabited by the modern Qiang Nationality, the Jiarong Tibetans who are the integration of the
ancient Yak Qiang and the Shu (Sichuan) Di people, and the various groups of the Buima (White Horse) Tibetans who are
the descendants of the ancient Baima Di people. In this region, the Qiang - Rong and Baima people wearing various types of
sheep — skin waisteoats can be seen everywhere. This kind of costume, being a stamped brand left over by the ancient totem of
the Qiang people, has become a specific mark of the various Qiang groups, which is not only characteristic of the various
ethnic groups born out of the anciemt Di - Qiang people in the Minjiang River region but alse of those in the entire Hengduan




Mountain region in different forms or to different degrees.

The steep Feisha (Flying Sand) Pass standing on the east bank of the Minjiang River has now been dug through and the
Chengdu — Aba Highway runs through it to the mountain, leaving the old waste fortress standing all alone on the mountain
top. The Kua'erping village on the mountain was said, as the legend gocs, to be the place where the most worshipped leader
Yu of the casly Hua — Xia (Chinese) people was born. This place was historically recorded as “no Qlang people daring to herd
or cut wood in & hundred li around” and even thase who had committed capital crimes could be exempt from the punishment
for three years once they fled here. Inthis patriarchal shrine of the Qiang people there was originally a small goddess palace in
which Xiuyi, mother of great Yu, in Rong costume, was worshipped. On the east side of the Minshan Mountain north to the

Kuaerping village of Wenchuan County, there was another Shinu (Stone Twist) Kua'erping village in Beichuan County
known as the hometown of Yu, which is up to now a living place of the Qiang people. These two native places of Great Yu
are eah not only situated at one side of the Minshan Mountain but also very close to each other.

In both Wenchuan Counly and Lixian County were discovered stone implements and coloured potteries similar 1o the
Majiayao Culture in Gansu Province which is, together with the Siwa Culture, regarded as u relic of the ancient Di— Qiang
tribes. Thi

Maoxian County at the foot of the Judingshan Mountai

to live in the Minshan Mountains from very far remote times,

shows that the ancient Di — Qiang people be

: the only autonomous count

iang Nationality in our

country, where the modern Qiang people five in compact community. In this county and its neighborhood there are many

unique

oups of stone  coffin graves which as the legend gocs belong to the three —cyed Gefi people. The underground stone
collius are in conformity with stone — fortress culture on the ground, but more widely distributed. This neighborhood was
once inhabited by the Ranmang clan during the time of the Qin — Han Dynasties before which, that is, in the tune of Emperor

Huang, it was inhabited by the Cancong Clan and Shushan Clan of ancient Shu State. It was historically recorded that the
Cancong Clan who first established its regime in the Minshan Mountains were those three—eyed people who lived in the
Minshan Mountain caves and were buried in the stone coffins afier death. This custom of living in stone caves and being
buried i

and has been passed on to the present, thus becoming the core of the Chinese funeral culture.

stone coffins indicates that the

hinese concept of “serving the dead as serving the living” has a very long history

On the Qianshan Terrace outside th

Maoxian County there arc still some remmnant old carthern city — walls left over

histocy — the famous ruins of the Jiang Wei Town of the Shu—Han Dynasty. In the time of the Three Kingdoms, the

Shu~ Han State, situated at the southw

st comner of China, was the weakest of the three kingdoms, mainly supported by the
brave soldiers of the Bayi (Di) and the various Qiang tribes in its contest with the Wu and the Wei State. Zhuge Liang,

Prime Minister of the Shu ~ Han State, who knew his subordinates well enough Lo assign them jobs commensurate with their

abilities,

order to better hurness the various Qiang groups, assigned General Jiang Wei an outstanding strategist out of the
Tianshui Qiang Group, to run the Qiang - inhabited region and married Jiang Wei's sister to an official stationed at the
ancient Qing — yi Qiang State.

According to an oral epic, the modern Qiang people now living in the Minshan Mountains are immigrants mainky of the

ancient Baigou Qiang tribes who crossed the snow mountain from the west side to come here successively two thousand years
ago during the period of the Han Dynasty. They conquered the Geji people, descendants of the ancient Shu — Di tribes, who
originally lived in this place, and began Lo propagate and multiply in the vast Minshan Mountain region. Duc to the change
of the geographic enviroment. the tribes near the mountains or river valleys gradually changed their way of lile from a mere
nomadic one to a setiled one consisting of animal husbandry, hunting and farming. They also learned from the Geji people
the arlistry to build stone houses and watch towers, which resulted in the numerous stockaded villages with chained stone
houses and towering stone watchtowers in all the Minshan Mountains, These stockaded villages, though less magnificent than
those built by the Jiarong Tibetan tribes which were a fusion of the ancient Shu—Di people and the Yak Qiang people,
constitute an important part of the western Shu stone watchtower or blockhouse culture

The modern Qiang people are distributed in Wenchuan County, Maoxian County, Lixian County, south of Songpan
County and Bei—Chuan County at the north side of the Minshan Mountain, with Wenchuan County as the centre. Their
population is about 200,000. Besides, there are still several thousand in Guizhou Province identified as belonging w the Qlang




