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BENIN is one of the smallest African states. It lies in West Africa
on the Gulf (% 5 ) of Guinea, to the south of Burkina Faso and
Niger, between Togo on the west and Nigeria on the east.

BENIN used to be called Dahomey and was controlled and ruled by
France from 1893 to 1960, when it became independent(§£37). In
1963 the army general Soglo overthrew (£ B8 ) the first president
Maga. Soglo set up an army government and called himself head of
state in 1965, but was overthrown and replaced (B4R ) by a civilian
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(JEZE A )government in 1967. In December 1969 Benin had another
change of power with the army again taking over(# ). In May
1970 ,Maga and two other men set up a new government, with each
of them acting as president in turn for two years. However, half a
year after Maga turned over power to the second man Ahomadegbe,
the three-man government was overthrown by the army once more
and General Kerekou became president. In November 1975 Kerekou
changed the name of the nation from Dahomey to Benin. Benin being
the name of a 17th century kingdom covering the same place. Kerek-
ou also announced that Benin wouid be a People”s Republic based on
Marxism-Leninism.
1) Which of the following maps shows rightly the positions of Benin

and its neighbouring countries?

(Bn=Benin; Tg= Togo; Nr = Niger; BF = Burkina Faso:

Na = Nigeria; GG = Gulf of Guinea)
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2) For how long was Benin under the rule of France?
A. For over a century. B. For roughly a century.
C. For over half a century. D. Under half a century.

3) For how long was Benin an independent state before it became a
People's Republic?
A. 15 years. B. 25 years. C. 20 years. D. 30 years.

4) Choose the right order in which the following people ruled in
Benin.
{ Ah = Ahomadegbe; Ke = Kerekou; Ma= Maga; So= Soglo)

A. So,Ma,Ah,Ma,Ke B. Ma,So,Ma, Ke, Ah
C. So,Ma,Ke,Ma, Ah D. Ma,50,Ma,Ah,Ke
5) When and how did Benin get its two names—Benin and Daho-
mey?
A. Dahomey was its oldest name, but it has been replaced by
Benin.

B. Benin was its oldest name. The name Dahomey was used lat-
er,but has been replaced by Benin again.

C. Dahomey was its oldest name. The name Benin was used lat-
er, but has been replaced by Dahomey again.

D. Benin was its oldest name, but it has been replaced by Da-

homey.
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THIS year some twenty three hundred teenagers(young people aged
from 13—19) from all over the world will spend about ten months
in US homes. They will attend US schools, meet US teenagers,
and form impressions of the real America. At the same time, about
thirteen hundred American teenagers will go to other countries to
learn new languages and gain a new understanding of the rest of the
world.
HERE is a two-way student exchange in action. Fred, nineteen,
spent last year in Germany with George's family. In turn, George's
son Mike spent a year in Fred’s home in America.
FRED, a lively young man, knew little German when he arrived,
but after two months’ study, the language began to come to him.
School was completely different from what he had expected—much
harder. Students rose respectfully when the teacher entered the
room. They took fourteen subjects instead of the six that are usual
in the United States. There were almaost no outside activities.
FAMILY life, too, was different. The father’s word was law, and
all activities were around the family rather than the individual (-
A). Fred found the food too simple at first. Also, he missed having
4 car.
“BACK home, you pick up some friends in a car and go out and
have a good time. In Germany, you walk, but you soon learn to like
it.”
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AT the same time, in America, Mike, a friendly German boy, was
also forming his idea. “1 suppose I should criticize(#17F) American
schools, " he says. “It is far too easy by our level. But [ have to say
that [ like it very much. In Germany we do nothing but study. Here
we take part in many outside activities. I think that maybe your
schools are better in training for citizens. There ought to be some
middle ground between the two.”
1} This year ___ teenagers will take part in the exchange pro-

gramme between America and other countries.

A. twenty three hundred B. thirteen hundred

C. over three thousand D. less than two thousand
2) The whole exchange programme is mainly to __ .

A. help teenagers in other countries know the real America

B. send students in America to travel in Germany

C. let students learn something about other countries

D. have teenagers learn new languages
3) Fred and Mike agreed that __ .

A. American food tasted better than German food

B. German schools were harder than American schools

C. Americans and Germans were both friendly

D). There were more cars on the streets in America
4) What is particular in American schools is that .

A. there is some middle ground between the two teaching build-

ings

B. there are a iot of after-school activities

C. students usually take fourteen subjects in all

D. students go outside to enjoy themselves in a car
5) After experiencing the Amenican school life, Mike thought .

. 9 .



A. a better education should include something good from both
America and Germany

B. German schools trained students to be better citizens

C. American schools were not as good as German schools

D. the easy life in the American school was more helpful to stu-

dents

TOM Brennan was working in a Philadelphia office building when he
noticed a black bag. The bag contained a bock.
THIS chance discovery ended a 12-day search by the Library Compa-
ny of Philadelphia for a historical treasure—a 120-page diary kept
190 years ago by Deborah Logan, “a woman who knew everybody in
her day,” James Green, the librarian told the magazine American
Libraries .
MOST of the diary is a record of big events in Philadelphia. It also
includes a description of British soldiers burning Washington, D. C.
in the war of 1812. She describes President James Madison on
horseback as“perfectly shaking with fear” during the troubled days.
George Washingion, she writes, mistook her for the wife of a
French man, and praised her excellent English.
THE adventure of the lost book began on September 4 when Cory
Luxmoore arrived from England to deliver the diary of his ancestor
(H52) to the Library Company, which he and his wife considered
to be the best home for the diary. .
GREEN told American Libraries he had the diary in his possession
“about five minutes” when Luxmoore took it back because he had
promised to show it to one other person. On returning to his hotel
. 10 -



after showing the precious book to Green, Luxmoore was shocked 1o
realise that he had left it in the taxi.
WITHOUT any delay, Green began calling every taxi company in
the city, with no luck. “I’ve felt sick since then,” Luxmoore told
reporters.
ACCORDING to Green, no one has yet learned how the diary came
to the office building. Tom Brennan received a reward (3 Jil) of
$1,000. Philadelphia gained another treasure for its history, and
Luxmoore told reporters, “It’'s wonderful news. 1’m on high."”
1) This article mainly tells about the story of

A. a lost diary B. Deborah Logan

C. Cory Luxmoore D. the Library Company
2) From the text, we learn that the diary is now owned by

A. Tom Brennan

B. an unknown person

C. a Philadelphia magazine

D. the Library Company of Philadelphia
3) Philadelphia is thought to be the best home for the diary because

A. it was written in Philadelphia

B. it tells stories about Philadelphia

C. people in the city are interested in old things

D. the British and the Americans once fought in Philadelphia
4) Which of the following shows the right order of what happened

to the diary?

a. Tom Brennan found the book in an office building.

b. The book was shown to James Green.

c. Cory Luxmoore arrived from England.




d. The book was left behind in a taxi.
A.abced B.cbda C.acdb D.cabd
5) What did Cory Luxmoore mean when he said “I’m on high. "?
A. ['m rich. B. I'm famous.
C. I'm excited. D. ['m lucky.

(3]

AN American Woman Anna Jarvis was the first person to decide that
mothers should have a holiday in their honour each year. Miss Jarvis
started her campaign in 1906 in her home city Philadelphia. She
wrote thousands of letters to congressmen (B2 ), city offi-
cials, teachers and newspaper publishers, proposing an official holi-
day for mothers. She travelled all over America, trying to get sup-
port for the idea. Her battle went on for years.

- IN 1914 the Congress declared the second Sunday in May each year
as Mother's Day. Anna Jarvis wanted Mother's Day to be a simple
event. She thought children could honour their mothers by spending
some time with them as an act of love and respect. However, the
holiday turned out to be a major event for department stores, flower
shops and greeting-card industry, which Miss Jarvis didn’t like.
AMERICANS spend millions of dollars on gifts for their mothers on
this day. Younger children often try to prepare and serve breakfast
for their mothers. Fathers may offer to take care of children so that
mothers can enjoy themselves. The holiday becomes an important
time for family gatherings.

1) Miss Jarvis
A. kept writing letters to persuade people to love and respect

their mothers
- 12 -



B. kept writing letters and making speeches for pecple to support
her idea
C. declared the second Sunday in May as Mother's Day
D. did all she could to persuade people to accept the second Sun-
day in May as Mother’s Day
2) Miss Jarvis proposed Mother's day in order that people could
show their love and respect to their mothers _
A. by spending some time with them
B. by offering them precious( 25 ) gifts
C. by eating in restaurants together
D. by taking care of children for them
3} On Mother’s Day, department stores, flower shops and greeting-

card shops ___ .
A. are closed B. have fewer customers
C. are full of people D. only have women customers

4) Miss Jarvis didn't like _____.

A. department stores

B. flower shops

C. greeting-card industry

D. the way people spend Mother’s Day
5) On Mother’s Day .

A. all women, young or old, receive gifts

B. families gather together

C. all people stay at home
D. no one goes to work

6) “Major” is supposed to mean “ ” in this passage.
A. more important B. usual
C. common D. ordinary

.13.



