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UNIT 1

BIRDS AND POULTRY (&& %)

bird &
1. a bird in the bush:sth which one hasn’t got yet;sth uncertain

REFHRE; TIEEHE

He complained to Mark that the book dealt with nothing but
birds in the bush; It was unpractical. i 7] 3 T HI4B i X A4
PR S, — S W AELER.

2. a bird in the hand :sth which one has really got; sth certain B

AFMAT FREMNS

TI’'m tired of promises. I'd rather have a bird in the hand any

day. REMETZLITFE REBHLLAENRA,

3. A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush: A definite chance or
offer is better than an uncertain one. —SEFHRTFTHISAE
s BIFMRTEARTRM

4. a bird of passage:sb who doesn’t stay anywhere long AT
EBYA

He left for Rome again yesterday. He is usually a éird of pas-
sage. MHERXEFLT,.MhE-PTBHREHA.

5. an early bird;sb who gets up or arrives early BEZHEFHA

John’s quite an early bird; he gets up at 6 o’clock every day of

the week. AEENTEEM A, FREENLER.

6. a home bird :sb who prefers to stay at home rather than going to

1



parties ,travelling, etc ZRZ A B Ah i 3 S e B9 A

Don’t invite her to our party. She is a home bird. NEBIFL
KEMBENH L, W AHFHI.

7. The early bird catches/gets the worm. (or:It’s the early bird
that catches/gets the worm. ) ;: The one who gets up or arrives
early will be successful. HEEAH

If my bargain is a better one than yours, it’s because I was here
early; The early bird gets the worm. TRBIH B XML
REEF IR E KGR LR,

8. A little bird told me :someone told me #H AR ; Wik (¥ F
FARE B ERED

A little bird told me that they may be getting married soon.
ik A S RREE S .

9. The bird has flown : The person needed or wanted has gone away
or escaped. FIT(EIOMAERT GHET)

He owed me a lot of money. I was given the address of a flat in
London where he was supposed to be living, but when I got
there the bird had flown. WX TRBEER.BEANL TR
FEAC BT HEJE AR B BT A it , PR 24 R B AR LI, b 20108
T.

10. birds of a feather (flock together) : People with similar tastes or
views (often bad) go together (i 48B% 4 : birds of a feather)
WARE, NBBES s — 2 5%

The neighbours thought that she and her boyfriend were birds
of a feather. WEAMI\NBMBH BRAR—ELZ5.

11. eat like a bird:eat very little RZEHR

She couldn’t understand why she failed to lose weight when she
was, as she said,eating like a bird. WHFAHA,HE 24
M IR IZ AR A T R EHEAR T .

12. for the birds:worthless,silly (HE{ERIE)BILE X TEHFE



I think that plan is for the birds; don’t even suggest it to the
boss. WINAMIHUABTTE, RELERZHER.
13. give sb the bird : make rude noises at him WS ZEFEA ;B

%
They started to give the actor the bird when they saw his perfor-
mance was bad. LM {TEH B E AN FEH L, EF
36 18] ftb N BRI
14. It’s an ill bird that fouls its own nest. : FFiF H O H£ ¥ NI
Y X HLARA MG
The parents warned the son to keep his mouth shut as it’s an 7/l

bird that fouls its own nest. LEEWILFHFIFRBR, ZEAR

Ao .
15. kill two birds with one stone:use one cause to get two results
— i AU — 2P A8

Jane killed two birds with one stone by shopping and visiting the
museum on the same trip. B IEH X —WEET K XESM
THEYE, HR—EFE,

16. the birds and the bees: basic facts about sex, esp as told to
children (% x4 JLEPFIY) A K AR

The mother is telling her child the birds and the bees. TEFEE
WETFREEM N,

brood B (FE)
1. brood above/over :overlook;envelope ff#; %58

The house on the hill brooded above the village. LT A B IF
WENF.

Hate brooded over the town. HABEE & /N,

2. brood on/over:think deeply,quietly and long about sth  #H#8;
&H
She brooded over the plan, trying to find some mistake in it.

3



52 B A R AR R
chicken /\3§

1. chicken: youthful person thought of as inexperienced ¥ 2
HERA

He tried to sound like a man of forty but he’s just a chicken. He
couldn’t be more than nineteen. itk HEFW+ L AWK
WL EERT AL EE LY.

2. chicken: who lacks courage;coward HB/NH;IER

You’re a chicken: that’s why you won’t climb the tree. {2
ABEAN R BT VA A R BURAR R .

3. chicken out (or: chicken out of doing sth) :decide not to do sth
because one is afraid [N EHN R E A FESE

Bill chickened out when the job got too difficult. 24 T {EAS78
FRAERT, RIB T K.

4. Don’t count sb’s chickens (before they’re hatched) : Don’t take
for granted sth that has still to happen. EXK# L ¥4k,
eeREY 1)

It’s quite possible that you will get the new contract but don’t
count your chickens before they're hatched. R BB
XGHE R, EREAESLERY.

5. no spring chicken: (used mostly of women) no longer young
(BHRLAHOERERT

She needs lots of make-up to hide the fact that she’s no spring
chicken. WET WHKEHHERBHERT .

6. sb’s chickens have come home to roost: (of a bad action) have a
bad effect on the doer (FFFIRIIXMNAEAEERH, B EE
R

When the police discovered that my uncle had been cheating

money from the public, everyone was glad that his chickens



had come home to roost at last. MBEEPHHRBIH —EER
BAREERE, B ABHEE, & THBEHA,
7. That’s your chicken. : That’s your own business. HRFHAC
M
I’'m sorry we can’t help you. That’s your chicken. BHIEK (]
AT IR BERE CHH,
8. Which came first,the chicken or the egg?: (used to say that it is
difficult or impossible to decide which of two things came first
or which action is the cause and which is the effect) 2%
R RERR?
Let’s stop arguing! No one can answer which came first, the
chicken or the egg. F|F [ BABRERCEBCRELESH
&,
9. a chicken and egg situation/problem/thing:a situation in which

it is impossible to decide which part caused another and which

is the effect of another — M MEFHBHHERXEN AT S

&
The committee is facing a chicken and egg situation. ZHR 4B
BT HEE,
cock A%E
1. cock and bull story:fantastic,usually false,story FEEERIHE;
LB,
He told a cock and bull story about being robbed by giants. il
RHCEEARYT . AREHBZ K.

2. cock of the walk/loft:chief person of a group,esp one who is

too proud FFEFREMH A i Ldg

That boy was cock of the walk until my brother beat him in a

fight. AN BEHEHRS, ABIRTIHITT 1.

3. cock a/sb’s snook/snoot at: put sb’s thumb to sb’s nose to

5
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offend (BRBIIMARR ERRMFEARLL 85 F
J& —

The football player was severely punished as he cocked his snook
at the referee.  BRA- 2 BRiZ 31 B B 4 fig I &% 10 T 8 21 7[5 %
i,

. go off at half cock:

A. become angry £5 ;% K

My boss went off at half cock and shouted at his secretary for
being late. EHRAKF=L HFRBEBKT .

B. (of a plan,ceremony, etc. ) start before everything is ready;
happen or begin too early, so that something goes wrong
GHRL RSO B R T L MR I BT 26T 2248 e 21T

The plan to murder the president went off at half cock because
the signal was given before it should have been. HFzIF
WS RIAL, ¥ERARENITRBEET .

. keep an ear cocked:pay close attention because you want to be

sure you hear sth you expect or think may happen Bi#HZ
U/
She kept an ear cocked for the sound of Joe’s key in the front

door. W& HAUTIT FHITTHARHEINA .

. knock sb/sth into a cocked hat:defeat completely;cause to fail

T Bfd sk
He’ll knock all the other competitors into a cocked hat. (B}

WA BT

. live like fighting cocks :live very well,esp eating the best food

WL AR A FE R A

The family won a big bet on the Derby and began to live like
fighting cocks. X—FREBERDPERT —KEE, A1
GG E o
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B38; (AXE)REIY

. as the crow flies:the straight distance between two points ¥ H

R EEH M

It’s only a few miles as the crow flies, but more like twenty
through the mountain roads. HZRHEGIJILEE (HEEHD
NHBERE - TRHE,

.a white crow sth which is rare B A H

His collection of stamps is regarded as a white crow. fth ) 8 HE

BAAREE

. crow about:speak proudly &% Hik; kg

I wish John would stop crowing about his examination results.

{E IR 298 %) B Wug B 28 %5 RS .

. crow over:delight in the defeat or misfortune of a rival (J&X+F

BRAD MR FEEE
Harold’s crowing over beating George at golf. M FEITE /R

KRBT IEHFRE.

. crow sb’s head off :boast J WK KE

The Tories crowed their heads off when they won the 1970
General Election against the predictions of all the opinion
polls. HFHAREMB TN, RFHERB 1970 F£H X
ERT M AITRRRER .

. eat (boiled) crow: be forced to admit humbly that one was

wrong BiHING; A&
His predictions were completely wrong, and he had to eat crow.

A BT 2 T . AEBANGE.

. have a crow to pick/pluck/pull with sb:have an unpleasant mat-

ter to talk about with sb & —#3E5 FEN)F LA HEHE

Kirk had a crow to pick with the manager as he was fired with

no reason at all. MW ICHERE . BIEBRNSEIHA.
7



8. stone the crows: (used as an exclamation of surprise,shock,dis-
gustrete) CRAVEBI, #Rud . B RES
Well,stone the crows, he’s done it again!  WUF, X+ T,
cuckoo #BY
1. cuckoo:silly;mad  (EERIE) BE;WIE
He’s gone completely cuckoo. {BREHE.
2. a cuckoo in the nest:a child whose parentage is doubtful XU3E

AHEE T FRABANEH B ZRHA

His parents died early and he became a cuckoo in the nest. {3

BRL, S AN,

duck 8
1. a dead duck :scheme,etc which has been abandoned,or will fail
BRI 1 TR 2R ML T RILSF
The plan is a dead duck; there’s no money. X/t %l & Fiik
ZHREMMERT .
2. a lame duck:a person or a business that is helpless or a failure
AR A Bk

The government should not waste money supporting lame
ducks. BN RLIR S & HiX Sy T E A r .
3. a sitting duck :sb or sth that can easily be hit or attacked 5
iy B AR

We're sitting ducks here. We’ll have to move around behind the

hill where we can’t be seen. BITREXILESERT.H

BRAXBILEAARHHEEA.
4. duck out of (deing sth):avoid (duty,responsibility etc) #Fi.
BEEF, TS
It’s his turn to wash up but he’ll try and duck out of it. 3|
fIEE T, (HR A ) Sk

5. a fine day for young ducks:a rainy day f§ K



Well, it’s really a fine day for young ducks today. "8 ,%4 R
WTHRE®BXY.
6.like (a) duck in (a) thunderstorm:looking with upturned eyes,
as if faint or rejected 1R S ; FE LR
Stop looking like a duck in a thunderstorm, and try to be patient
with your aunt,even if she is difficult. B|FELFEKH, RE
i o o AR R IR 35 o (E R AR Lo
7. like water off (a) duck’s back: (usu criticism or sharp words)
without any effect R $EHLIE . IR EOREE M BIRYR
To most politicians , insults are like water off a duck’s back.
BE IR BENRAEFEEN .
8. play ducks and drakes:make flat stones skip across the surface
of the water ¥J /K&
Tony is very good at playing ducks and drakes as he has prac-
tised a lot. FCREH %, Br AT KZEREST.
9. play ducks and drakes with:spend money carelessly; have ad-
venture with ¥EE;RB; & = §5%
We can’t go on playing ducks and drakes with the company’s
prosperity. RIIABHEHEATMNERXERT.
10. take to sth like a duck to water:learn or get used to sth natu-
rally and very easily BT 5 %22 LGN (3
Mike’s delighted. He took to his new job like a duck to water.
F BB M TR T m B
11. Will a duck swim? ; There isn’t any need to question sth as it’s
easy to see (F F 52 [A])) AR A f v 2
—Can you drive? HRESHFFEG?
~Will a duck swim?  HB3& )G ¢

egg &

1. a curate’s :sth that is satisfactory in some ways but not in
egg y

9
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others BERRKLMAANL FIHRER
The book is something of a curate’s egg. XAEHBEHFKL , BE
FE.

. a nest egg . money saved for future use fE&%

They have their nest egg in the bank—they hope to buy a house
in two or three years. fhfiJESRITELF TRk . HEW =4
JERERETF.

. as sure as eggs are/is eggs:without any doubt Z& B[R]

As sure as eggs is eggs, they will be married in less than a year.

ETEEM, T N2

. egg sb on:encourage sbiurge sb EiZh . ABEEA

Mary egged her husband orn to save up some money and start

his own business. HFFFILRELK, BCHLHA.

. have/put all sb’s eggs in one basket:make all sb’s plans depend

on the success of one thing; risk everything on one attempt,
as by putting all sb’s money into one business ¥ FF 45 848
BA - WE—H

By spreading their investments over a wide range of securities,
they avoid the risk of putting all their eggs into one basket.
At 47738 I B BF W 3L 4% PR 5] A HE S5 L B S0 BT A B B BN —
TAEFWRMAER.

- have egg on/all over sb’s face:seem foolish B7E B%E; YA H

A

The train robbers seem to have got away with no trouble at all;
the police have egg on their faces today. KZELIBALF 2T
SERBR T EESREERTR.

.in the egg:not ready;at the early stage ¥ 7E%]HA

When the president learnt some of his generals were planning to

kill him in a car accident, he ordered his assistants to kill the

plot in the egg.  HBRRBILAH EEREIFHERKT



HEDEH2BFIRBE N KEHFZT.
8. lay an egg:fail badly, esp while trying to entertain (JL¥§ AR
BED K TR
With that last joke he really laid an egg. RERIE — %I,
b JECT BEOR
9. teach sb’s grandmother (how) to suck eggs:try to teach or give

advice to sb who is more knowledgeable or experienced than

oneself HE[]FHH

He is always telling the director how to run the business;that’s
like teaching his grandmother to suck eggs. HERBEEIF
R MERHIFE.

feather FJE
1. a feather in sb’s cap:sth to be proud of F|MIHFEMFH

It was a feather in Janet's cap being made head secretary. J§;
REERBSBREETILINE.

2. as light as a feather :very light in weight ®IE3E

—Let me carry your case. itBFEEHRMFET.

—No,thanks. It’s as light as a feather. Wi, AH. FH TR
®.

3. fine feathers make fine birds: (prov) a person can look impor-
tant,rich,etc,just by wearing fine clothes GE)ABEXKEL
B¥

As the saying goes: fine feathers make fine birds. David looks
so smart in his recently-bought jacket. {&iEUL: AEAKEL

B¥. RKEFEFTHRIRAERBERT .
4. in fine/full/good/high feather :in good condition,health,or hu-

mour ;cheerful and happy HEIH B HHER; ERE

Bill seems in very high feather since his book was so successful.

HRMF BRI E L EMEN.
11



