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PREFACE

A STUDY TOUR IN CHINA is a practical language-culture textbook. It has
been specially compiled to enable foreigners to leam Mandarin and Chinese
Culture in a very short period of time. As China opens its door wider and
wider to the outside world and as countrywide reform gains increasing mo-
mentum, the economy of the country and its culture have entered a period of
growth and flowering and an increasing number of foreigners are coming to
the country for academic pursuits, for trade and business, for fact-finding, for
cultural exchange in various forms or simply for the country’ s beautiful land-
scapes and scenery. Among them there is an increasing number of foreign
students who come for summer / winter camps or for short-term training pro-
grams of various kinds. While they are here, they inevitably will want to know
more about the country and its unique culture. For example, other than the
basic Chinese language, they may want to have some elementary knowledge
of Chinese history and geography, to learn calligraphy and traditional Chinese
painting, to practice Chinese martial arts, to sing one or two Chinese songs,
to cook some Chinese family dishes, to buy some Chinese native products,
and to visit some famous places of historical interest and scenic beauty. To
meet the needs of such visitors and to fill the gaps in the existing textbooks,
we decided that it would be worth our while to bring out a book like what our
readers now have before them.

The College of Chinese Language and Culture of Jinan University have
successfully conducted over 100 summer / winter camps and training courses
in recent years. The teachers therefore have rich experience in teaching
Chinese culture. Almost every subject of this book was written by the in-
structor who taught the same subject. The language and cultural materials
selected for this book are simple and interesting, easy to leam, and of prac-
tical use. The readers will find this book quite innovative and characteristic .

This book is in two volumes. Volume | is a textbook of Chinese Char-
acters and Language which include four parts: CROSSING THE THRESH-
OLD OF CHINESE CHARACTERS, BASIC CHINESE, SAY IT IN CHINESE
and the appendix A GUIDE TO CHINESE PROGRAMS FOR FOREIGN

STUDENT SIN CHINA. CROSSING THE THRESHOLD OF CHINESE
CHARACTERS guarantees a mastery of 100 basic characters for beginners in




just a few hours by a carefully arranged studying order and clear explana-
tions. BASIC CHINESE (with cassette tapes) is designed to train beginners
in the Basic skills in listening comprehension and speaking. If the students
want to extend their language skills in communication, the part SAY IT IN
CHINESE will be a good help. The appendix offers a brief introduction of
Chinese Programs for intemational students at 64 famous universities and
other educational institutions.

Volume Il is a comprehensive course on Chinese Culture and Arts which
consists of seven parts: A SURVEY OF CHINA, CHINA NATIONAL
TOURIST HIGHLIGHTS, CALLIGRAPHY AND TRADITIONAL CHINESE
PAINTING FOR BEGINNERS, AN INTRODUCTION TO CHINESE CuUI-
SINE, BASIC CHINESE MARTIAL ARTS, SINGING CHINESE SONGS and
the appendix: SHOPPING IN CHINA. The first part A SURVEY OF CHINA
offers a brief introduction to Chinese history and geography and national
conditions. CHINA NATIONAL TOURIST HIGHLIGHTS tells the students
about China’ s Historical and Cultural Cities, Famous Scenic Areas, Trip to
Minority Areas and Unique Charm of the Pearl Rivers Delta. CALLIGRAPHY
AND TRADITIONAL CHINESE PAINTING FOR BEGINNERS leads students
through step be step, from the very beginning to the mastery of the basic
skills in hand-writing and painting. Foreign students will find other parts of
this volume most helpful and interesting. Readers will learn about famous
Chinese special products of local flavour and about shopping places in major
cities in the appendix SHOPPING IN CHINA.

We are very grateful to our American friend Mr. Mark Roth, Prof. Xiong
Deni and Dr. He Qixin, who has proofread many of the translations. The
illustrators of this book are Zhou Heping and Chen Jinjin. Thanks are also
due to Ms Tan Guiying, who has done much paper work. Also we owe
thanks to Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press, The Overseas
Chinese Affairs Office of the Guangdong Provincial People’ s Government
and Alcanta School who have given us great help and support in the publi-
cation of this book.

Zhou Jian
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