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Ba Shu bronze relics are distinguished for thee
exguisite manufacture and mysterious style and
characterized with local features and unigue glamour.
Several years ago, an impontant  discovery  of
archacology in the ancient site of Shu Kingdom in
Saxingdui of Guang Han county of Sichuan, which is
famed to be more unusual than the “vell — known
Chinese eathern horse and warrior figures. made a
great suprise to the world by displaying a mystical,
magnificent treasure of bronze art and opened a new
chapter in the study of ancient Chinese bropse

culture,
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A Brief Introduction To Ba Shu
Bronze Ware

Ba and Shu arc two major ancient tribes living in present Sichuan Province. Alter Yin and Zhou dynasties, the Shu
and Da tribes established their own states, centered in Chengdu and Chonggin areas respectively, so Ba and Shu became
the names of the states. In 316 B. C. , the troops scnt by Qin dynasty exterminated Ba and Shu states and two adminis-
trative offices were set up, named Ba Jun and Shu Jun. As a result, Ba and Shu became names of places and continued to
be used till now. Today, Sichuan has a simplified name Shu and the eastern part of Sichuan is called Ba.

The Ba Shu bronze ware is the most significant part of ancient Ba Shu culture and is well— known for its remarkable
local flavor and unique artistic charm. The extensive study of the bronze is conducive to revealing the historical conditions
of the cultural center in southwest China during pre—Qin dynasty era. The appreciation of the ware is quite an enjoy-
ment and an imagination of the distant past, which acquaints us with the intelligence of the ancestors and with the com-
plexity and exquisiteness of their art.

According to incomplete statistics, Ba Shu bronze ware was unearthed in as many as nearly 100 counties or cities in
Sichuan almost in all areas in the province except the plateau and mountainous regions in northwest part. Similar dis-
coveries were also madc in the neighboring provinces such as in western Flubei and Hunan, in southern Shaanxi and Gan-
su as well as in places of Yunan close to Sichuan.

The main districts in Shchuan where the bronzes were found are on Chengdu Plair: and in the line of Chengdu—
Chonggin—— Wushan mountain. The Chengdu Plain where the climate had been moderate and the land fertile was suit-
able for the ancicnt people to reside and the line in areas of Yangtse and Min river valleys betwcen the east and west
Sichuan had been an important route of migration lor the nationalities. The fact that the bronze vessels were found con-
centrated in these arcas reflects how the Shu people lived and migrated during pre—Qin dynasty time.

In addition to the ancient tombs in Baclunyuan of Zhachua county and Dongsunba of Baxian county, the sites where
mass discoveries of bronzes were made include Sanxingdui of Guanghan in which several hun'icds of bronzes were ob-
tained, Zhuwajic of Pengxian where 40 pieces buried in pits were brought to light in two diggings, Majia of Xindu county
where over 180 vessels were found in a big tomb containing a wood colfin, Qindau town ol Mianzhu county where over
150 pieces were taken from a boat coffin, Wulong town of Dayi county where several dozen vessels were discovered in an
earthy pit tomb, Rongjin county where several dozen pieces of bronze ware were unearthed, among them quite a few Ba
Shu bronze seals, Fuxi of Emei county with 200 or more picces found , Fuling county with several dozen, the most mag-
nificent being the chime of bells decorated with inlaying gold and silver filaments and finally, Qianwei county with several
dozen pieces. DBesides, quite a number of Ba Shu bronzes were also found in the west and south suburbs of Chengdu.

Up to now the Ba Shu bronze vessels uncarthed in Sichuan have amounted to several thousand, which can be divided
roughly into 3 periods in terms of the time of their manulacture. The first period covers Shang dynasty, the typical relic
sites of which are Sanxingdui of Guanghan, Shuiguanyin of Xinfan and Zhuwajic of Pengxian. At Sanxingdui, in two
sacrificial pits of Shang dynasty were [ound nearly 1,000 relics including what is considered to be the most numerous and
biggest bronze sculpture groups in present China. Of them the largest bronze statue, the base included, is as tall as 260
centimeters or more, showing a man who, with big eyes, bushy eyebrows, narrow ears and broad lips, wearing a top hat
and gorgeous costume, stood upright with naked feet, two hands gripping. The biggest bronze mask is 65 centimeters

tall and 138 centimeters wide, the eyeballs protruding as far as 16 centimeters. The 54 human head figures seem lively




nd full of expressions. The magic bronze tree, having a height of over 380 centimeters, enjoy tall and straight branches
wlen with fruits and decorated with exotic animals, bells, plaques, and with a knceling human figure on the base. The
culptures also include mythic tigers, snakes and birds. Among the uncarthed from the tombs in Shuiguanyin of Xinfan
re groups of bronze weapons and tools of production. They might have been manufactured for the special purpose of be-
ng buried along with their owners, since they were made smaller, thinner and rougher than the real ones, their shapes
seing similar to those of Yin dynasty in Central Plains. Two batches of bronze were dug out {rom the cellar ruins at

ing Lei, Zun, Zhi, Ge, Yue, Mao, Ben in excellent shapes decorated with beautiful veins.

Zhuwajie of Pengxian, contai
On the two pieces of bronze Zhi were carved inscriptions “Qin Fu Ji” and “Mu Zhen Fu Ji". The calligraphic style of the
nscriptions was the same with that in Central Plains, so the Zhi vessels were belicved ta come from Central Plains.

The sccond period refers to the mid — Warring States, the most impbrlant bronzes of which were found {rom the
wood —coffin tomb at Majia town of Xindu. The most remarkable feature of these relics is that they were set in groups of
five or two picces each, The vessels in groups of five pieces are Ge, sword, Yue, Xiao, chisel, ITu, Lei, knife, saw,
Gutoujin (bent—headed Jin), burin, etc. The fact that these vessels were set in groups of [ive is related to the idea in the
time after the rein of Kaimingshi N (King the Enlightened N } that the five colors blue, red, black, yellow and white
were considered the symbol of ancestors. The vessels in groups of two pieces are Dun, Yan, plate, Zeng, Dou, ete. Also
unearthed were bronze seals, arrowheads, belt hooks. The bronzes produced in this period represent a Ba Shu cultural
tradition partially influenced by Chu and Central Plains cultures. The delicately —made food vessel “Jun San Shi Din” was
from Chu area. Anyhow, the late Ba Shu culture charactcrized by its uﬁique flavors came into being by then.

The third period spans the late Warring States and the carly Han dynasty. The principal sites where the vessels made
in this period were found are Dongsunba of Baxian, Baolunyuan of Zbhachua, Xiaotianxi of Fuling. Baihuatan in the west-
ern suburb of Chengdu and Qianwei, Emei, ete. The bronzes include ritual vesscls and vessels for daily lile like Lei,
Mou, Zeng, plate, spoon, Hu, weapons such as sword , spear, Yue, arrowhead, production tools like Jin, saw, burin,
music instruments such as chime of bells, Chuan, Zheng, ete. The bronze weapons in this period were cast with Ba Shu
Tu Yu composed of veins of tiger, hand palm and {lower base. The vessles unearthed in Emei and Qianwei were later in
their production than these in other places. This might be due to the fact that they were made by the Ba people who
moved to the south alter Ba Shu Kingdoms were exterminated by Qin dynasty.

In the chronicle division of Ba Shu bronze, some missing links remain to be bridged by new archacological discover-
ies. In addition, the new [indings at Sanxingdui of Guanghan in recent years have raised a number of issues for research.
The study of Ba Shu bronze ware will lead to more fruitful results with the unfelding of the ficld and office work. Com-
pared with other vessels of the same period in other arcas,Ba Shu bronze ware has its own distinguished local features. Ba
Shu vessels differ from those of Central Plains obviously in the combination of vessel sorts. The ritual vessels in Central
Plains were mainly Din and Yin and their combinations were strictly regulated, cspecially alter West Zhou dynasty . ac-
cording to the status of their owners, such as 9 Din combined with 8 Yin, 7 Din with 6 Yin, 5§ Din and 4 Yin while in Ba
Shu area {ew Din pieces typical of tripodal vessels were uncarthed. Instead, quite a number of Lei picces were found.
They were deliberately manufactured with various techniques by craltsmen, because they symbolized the status and pow-
er of their owners. The bronze Lei in West Zhou dynasty found in Zhuwajie of Pengxian was inlaid with turquoise where-
as this inlaying technique was not applied to big bronze vessels until later in East Zhou dynatsty in Central Plains, Some
Lei vessels were presented by plane decoration veins and three—dimentional sculptures with three layer veins underlying
the themes. Some were solemnly depicted by dragon patterns and monstrous animals carved on the covers.

the masks, hu-

The majority of the bronzes in Sanxingdui were uncarthed tor the first time. Some of the pieces
man [igures, statues, magic trees in quaint and mysterious styles, were unique not only in Ba Shu bronzes but also among
relics in other places of China. How those vessels with special characteristics were originated is still a problem to be tack-
led.

The weapons occupy the first place in numbe:’ among Ba Shu bronzes and possess special characteristics in shape and
manufacture. This has something to do with the [act recorded in history that the Ba Shu folks were “mostly tough and

audacious”. The usual weapons in Ba Shu arca are Ge, sword, spear and Yue. Ge has a relatively larger number of



shapes. The Ge with a long, flexurcless and veinless head was probably made no later than in Yin and Zhou dynas
the Ge with saw —like head was produced i Shang dynastly, the triangled Ge with vein decoravion and & narrow he
the head was cast during the time from Yin and Zhou dynasties to Qin, Han dynastics if it was found in west Sichuan
during the Warring States if found in east Sichuan; the Ge, with two holes in wid — flexures and low relicl tiger patue
on the lower part of its heads the tiger’s car erceting and slantingly covered with Ba Shu signs or characters, was «
ployed in batile tor rather a long time {from Spring and Autumn to Warring States: the Ge having a long. narrow I

and a lexure —like bs

cand the Ge with two holes in miad —flexure covered with veins and lower extending part of
head on each side « cre also produced in Warring States time. The typical Ba Shu sword is the Trameless. willow 1
shaped and short— hilted one which was introduced into Ba Shu area in West Zhou dynasty and developed mio matur
during Warring States. This sword {ound in east Sichuan was a little different from that in west Sichuan in its bei
thicker and narrower . so they are respectively called Ba — patterned sword and Shu— patterned sword. The thin hilt b
two small round holes through which twa picces of wood plates were attached and lastencd by winding threads and pain
ing lacquer. The willow —leal shaped sword with a thin and frameless hilt could be used as a’lance for pelting attack an
this was confirmed by a hisorical storv about a man from Ia clan called Wu Niang hitting 2 cave by lancing a sword. Ax
chaeological discoverics also show the simular use ol the swords; seven swords of different sizes put together and two o
three willow — leafl shaped swords buried with ather articles. Ba Shu spear usually has a pair of arched ears. a hole reach
ing the tip and a shrinking body. the whole shape looking like a pouch. It's worth pointing out that many weapons ir
carly shapes were found among the late relics and weapons made in diflerent times were also unearthed from the ruins.

The vessel Mou. with a small mouth and shrinking neck. has a bulging waist and a circular base. On its body there
s one or two rope - like rings and sometimes also a cover inked with the ear by a bronze chain. Fu and Zeng have a light
and thin rougheast cach attached with rope--like rings. The three vessels mentioned above were first made by the Ba Shu
ancestors and introduced northward into Qi Kingdom and eastward 10 Chu Kingdom as well as to other places. On its
decoration wing of the chime of bells inlaid with gold lilaments unearthed rom Xiaotianxi of Fuling was cast a vivid tiger
pattern covered with cloud designs and set with a black bead in its eye. displaying a strong local style of adornment.

Besides . several Ba Shu vessels in special shapes, though few in number, arc quite impressive. A casc is the double
sheathed sword. A pair of swords could be inserted into the sheath decorated with cloud design and mace delicately. The
sword . being light and sharp as well as splendid and practical, can be used both as an effcetive lancing weapon and as a
decoration {or appreciation. The bronze sword found in the boat — coflin tomb of Baolunyuan of Zhaohua was cquiped
with a handle of nearly 20 centimeters for the convenience of chopping. One piece of Ji discovered in Zhuwajie of Pengxi-
an was cast seperately [or its body and sharp edge (Ji in Central Plains at that time was cast integrally ). On the Ji were
carved a hook —beaked huge bird, powerful and vigorous, and a small bird below  Also [ound in the toml was an cnor-
mous spear cast with a lively lizard which was about to jump and catch its prey. Sclemnly shaped and elegantly manufac-
tured . both of the vessels might be symbols of rovalty and ctiquette, The Qutoujin found in Xindu and Emei has a unique
shape with a rectangular socket and a bent edge top. An unearthed dagger. its head being rectangular and the handle
pear shaped. was covered with [ine decoration patterns and looked exquisite.

The Ba Shu vessels were found 1o have quite a lot of decoration veins, Tu Yu and characters on them, The main
patterns on bronze in carly stage are Kul — dragons. Taoties, oxen. rams. cicadas, clephants. cloud and thunder patterns
and whorl designs. These potterns . though adopted from those in Central Plains, displayed their local feature with their
combinations. For instance. the Kui veins on the Lei found at Zhuwajic of Pengxian were intentionally arranged upside
down. The three dimentional images like coiling dragon, ox head and pictures in reliefl such as body of ox and ox head
with snake body on the vessels enjoyed a special local style. Undergoing a sharp change. the decoration veins on the later
bronze became lively, dynamic and original. A bronze Hu unearthed at Baihuatan of Chengdu can be considered a repre-
sentative work of decoration veins inlaid with gold and silver filaments, showing lueid patterns of picking mulberry
leaves. musical feasting. water and land battling. On Ba Shu weapons and seals appear some picture — like signs seperate-
lv or in group, which are called Ba Shu Tu Yu composed of hand palms, heart, human head, tiger. . 1. = cte,

They scem 1o have designative meanings, cspecially when they were applicd onto the seals. This might be what the Ba




Shu written language originated [rom. The square —shaped seal Tound in the wood coffin lomb ng
to its being covered with patrerns of bell—like Lei symbelizing royalty + of stars and human images and to having a nose —
knob decorated with animal face picture on the opposite swelling side. is called the raval seal of Shu Kingdom, Judged
from the shope and manulaciure, the several Ge picces discovered in Pixian, Nindu and Wanxian may have been made in
late Spring and Autumn or carly Warring States. The inseriptions on them arc not enly dillerent Trom cither the seal
characters of Chu Kingdom or characters in other places, but also dillerent from Ba Shu Tu Yu. Being square characters
i vertical columins. they should belong 1o a comparatively mature ideograph. The language. which has not been deci-
phered yet. is assumed to be Ba Shu characters popular in Sichuan area before the unilication of whole China. The lan-
guage dicd out after the unification by Qin dynasty and the irresistible assimilation of cultures as a whole in China, The
study of Ba Shu characters and signs is an important aspect of the study in Ba Shu culture and a breakihrough point for
the stucy of Ba Sha history.

lia Shu bronzes possess their own [eatures in terms of casting and production teehniques. The analvsis of the bronze

sword from Mianzhu shows a dillerence of casting techninue between Ba Shu bronzes and Central Plains vessels in that

the Tormer consisted of heat treatment with twice forging. The twice quenching technigue made the veins (plating) fixed
and the inner —structure of the metal even. Thus the weapon was quite improved both Tor its mechanical properiy and its

resi

stance 1o corrosion. According to the component analysis of the bronze (rom the twa sacrificial pits at Sanxingdui. the
vessles uzually have a low content of tin and a high content of lead. Almest ne phosphorus exists in the bronze made of a
mixture of bronze and lead or of bronze and tin whereas the vessels made of copper. of bronze. tin and lead and of bronze
and tin contain a tiny amount of phosphorus 1o increase mobility of the casting liquid. This indicates that in the lete period
of Yin and Shang dynastics. the Sku people had mastered the technique of selecting dilferent copper materials for eilfer-
ent uses and shapes. The proofs showing the superb inlaving craltsmanship in Ba Shu bronze are the bronze TTu uncarthed
from DBaihuatan of Chengdu covered with leasting and water — land battling designs. the chime of bells inlaid with gold fil
aments and bronze 1o mixedly inlaid with water and cloud veins. both being found in Xiaotianxi of Foling. All these lu-
cid and clegent designs, being painstakingly carved and engraved . manifese an excellent craftsmanship and prove o be
Artistic Lreasures,

Iia Shu bronze ware is closcly connected with the development of ancient Ba Shu histary. The history of ancient Ba
Shu is the history of the Ba Shu ancestors improving production, exploring and developing Sichuan. During these pro
cesses when the Ba Sha people promoted the growth of themselves, they shared immigration and emigration and became
merged with other people. The fact can either be found in historical record or be vellected in archacological discoverics.

The most well-—known story about the origin of Ba people is of Lin Jun (the chicl named Lin), The history book
says the origin of Lin Jun was unknown and can’t be examined in detail. The Book of TTou ITan (East Han dynasty ) in-
forms that there were in Ba Jun Nan Jun Man five houscholds named Ba, Fan. Qin. Xiang and Zheng whao had their ori-
gins in Wuluo Zhongli mountain, In the mountain there were two caves——a red cave where the son named Ba was born
and a Llack cave where the sons of the rest four houscholds were barn. They didn’t have a chicf among them and alter
warshipping the God and ghost, they decided whoever hit the cave by lancing a sword would be chosen as their chiel.
Only the son called Wuxiang from the Ba houschold succeeded in hitting the cave. The athers exclaimed and asked again
to take an carthy boat. Whoever floated in the boat could be the chicl. All except Wuxiang sank. So Wuxiang was sup-
ported as Lin Jun. According to this story and the examination of geohistory. it is generally believed that Wuluo Zhongli
mountain was in Changvang of 1lubei and the Ba kingdom under Lin Jun had the origin in the southwest of Tubei. The
archacological findings in Yichang, Yidu, Zijiv and Zhijiang of Hubei do conlirm the existence of cultoral relic ruins called
Baimiao Culture which is distinetly dillerent from other cultures in western ITubei. The time of the ruins can be dated
back to the mid - Xia and Shang dynasties and is probably believed 1o be the cultural site left by Lin Jun. Tn 1972, an in
complete carthenware boat was unearthed at TTenghuatou in Yidu of TTubei. After restoration. it can be seen the whole
length of the boat is 7. 2 centimeters with carved lines of veins on one side of the boat and the hull. This vessel. exact 1o
the desceriptions ol the story that when Lin Jun and others were vying for the leadership, they made an earthy boat, en-

graved veins and designs on it and put it in the water, is believed to be the ritual utensil employed in choosing chicfs a-



maong the ancient Ba people. This indieates the connection Lo con the ealture represented by the carthy boat and the Ba
tribe of Lin Jun. Later, this tribe moved westward into the eastern part of Sichuan 1o set up their own state,

Another branch of Ba people differred from the clan under Lin Jun in their living arcas, totums and origins, Accord
ing 1o Hua Yang Guo Zhi (Annals of Huayang Kingdom ). the Ba people established their capital in Jiangzhou
(Changqin) governing Dianjiang (TTechuan), Pingdu (Fengdu) . Langzhong. but they had the tombs of their ancestors’
kings in Zhi {Fuling}. Of all the places. Fangzhou. Pingdu and Zhu were in the valley of Yangise River. but Dianjiang
and Langzhong were in the valley of Jialing River. According to the historical record in TTan dynasty. the minority people
living in the area was ealled Bandunman, a name coming from a special wood shicld called Bandun, The wond shickl was
also called Pengpai. so the minority people had another name Peng or Zhong later after Han dynasty. hving in the area
from the vallev of Jialing River up to the upper valley of Tlanshui River. This branch of Ba people should have taken part
in the campaign led by King Zhou Wu Wang against King Zhou Wang because the Dook of Shang mentioned the partici-

pation of Ba {Peng) people in the battle against King Zhou Wang. Alter the extermination of Yin dynasty . Zhou dynasty

granted titles and dukedoms to the tribes. The Ba tribe was among the tribes and had eertain connections with Zhou dy-
nasty.

During Spring and Autumn period, Ba was mentioned in history books ofien in connection with expeditions and
fights, Tt seems that Ba people were powerful in military strength at that time when a branch of the Ba people moved
westward into the western part of Sichuan to develop production with the native Sichuanese and became rulers of the late
Shu Kingdom called Kaimingshi (Rulers the Enlghtened ). This was reflected in archacological discoveries that the cultur-
al features of the bronze in cast and wesr Sichuan rapidly became unilormed.

The geographic sphere of Sha is usually considered within the present western Sichuan. The name Shu refers not on-
Iy 1o one clan but has different references in different time. The book Quan ITan Wen (the Complete Book of Flan Dy-

nasty ) guoted from Shu Wang Ben Ji (the Biegraphy of the Kings in Shu } by saying thar the ruling clans among Shu

people who were primitive and had no written language, etiquettes and musie of their own were Cancong Bohuo. Yulu

and Kaiming, ITua Yang Guo Zhi tells that Cancong “were the first to become rulers™. so it appears thar Cancong clan
got its name the earliest. The name probably comes from their living place where jagged rocks “looked like clusters of
silkworms” (Cancong }. Shu Wang Ben Ji clrims that “the Cancong people initially lived in stone caves of Minshan moun-
tamn™; Tua Yang Guo Zhi says the Cancong people” used stone coffins to place their dead and the others followed suit and
collin tombs beeame the resting place of these people with warping eves. "In the vpper valley of Minjiang River covering
Aba and Ganzi awtonomous prefectures were unearthed ruite a number of funerary objects in sione coffins. including
bronze circular ornaments, bronze plaques, swords, Ge, Yue, cte. According to the Qiang people’s legend Great Dattle
between Qiang and Ge People. the buried in the stone coflins were the indigous cthnics ealled Geji who had inhabited in
these arcas. The physical features and living habits of the Geji people were that they had warping eves. grew protrusions
on their hips and they resided in stone caves and were buried in stone collins when they died. All these are correspondent
with the descriptions of Cancong people in history books. According to historical rescarch. the tume of the carly stone
coffins in the upper valley of Minjiang River is in Spring and Autumn period . later than the time of Cancong clan. So it
can be said the buried were descendents of the Cancong people. The late time of using stone collins extended to the end
of West Han dynasty. The relie cultural features in these area arc quite different from the ather cultural relies. Tt can be
concluded that Cancong didn’t share the same ancestors with the later Yolu, Duyu and Kaiming people.

Little information is recorded in history books about Yufu people. Shu Wang Ben Ji says the King of Yulu went
hunting and passed away in Qianshan mountain, where a temple was set up in memory ol him. Qianshan mountain is
now called Chapingshan mountain in Guanxian and Pengxian territories. Another history book Yu Di Ji Sheng asserts
that Dacjiang county was the site of the Kingdom of ancient Yulu. The Daojiang in Tang dynasty was located it the cast
of Guanxian county. 50 kilometers cast of there is the famous Sanxingdui relic site of Guanghan county. Archacological
discoveries show in Daojiang there were city walls and dense residential houses as well as local — flavored carthware uten-
sils. So Daojiang is considered to be the capital of Yufu Kingdom. At Sanxingdui was unearthed a handle shaped in a bird

with a long bent beak. The image looks similar to that on a bronze weapon of Sichuan arca alter Warring States s showing




istic expression of Loz, i, e Yufu———a [ish hawk. This bird-—shaped handle was {ound in west THubel among the
1o cultural relics. quite a number of similarities of carthware between the two places. The similar culteral character
were also found in the ruins [rom Wushan mountain to Fuling in cast Sichuan and in Tangzi mountain near Chengdu
hutguanyin of Xinfan in west Sichuan, According to historical records, in Mianvang of Tfubei. there was a Yulu
in Songzi county a Bafu village. in ITejiang county of Sichuan a Bafu pass. in Fengjic a Yulu county . the Wujiang
being called Bafushui, in Yibin a Yufu ford, another Yulu ford in Pengxian. in Wenjiang a Yuiu city and then the
kingdom in Guanxian. All the places were named after Yulu or its synenymous designations. [ these places are
1 by aline, they form a route of migration of the Yulu people from west Tubei to Sichuan arca.
Alter the chief Yulu, a man named Duyu claimed himsell the King of Shu with an ollicial name Wangdi (the emper-
Wang) governing the area of Wenshan mountain and designating the capital Pi. I' was located to the north of prem-
Pixian county. the capital of Emperor Duyu which was called the City of Dujuan in the [olk legend. During the rein
uvu. the agriculture was gready developed . making the kingdom prezporovs, The relationship between Shu and
ral Plasins became closer. so the Shu culture was further infllucneed by ther suftwre in Central Plains. A ritval ruin of
1 dynasty uncarthed in Yangzi mountain near Chengeu locked similar to the alter in Central Plains and was believed
we the same function.
Kaimingshi is the name of Shu kingdom after the rein of Tuyu. Tt is generally held that the rule of Kaimingshi start-
uring the Spring and Autumn period. The cultural relies in Zhuwajie of Pengxian were made in the time from late
1 Zhou dynasty to carly Spring and Autumn Period when Kaimingshi was in power. In 1987, a lot of burm soil was
out in the tableland of West Zhou but pottery fragments under the layer of carth were few and broken. Being sticky
mixed with sand. the =oil scemed o nave undergone the rushing of water. This discovery might be a supporting wit-
i to the time and quality of the pit relies, considering the historical record that when Kaimingshi replaced Tuyu as the
r. water [looded out of Yushan mountain.
The typical bronze relics in the period were lound in the wood colfin tomb of Majia in Xindu. in the pit tombs at the
aern suburh Baithuatan of Chengdu and at Xiaotianxi of Fuling. The tomb at Majia of Xindu was in the time of carly
middle Warsing States and the trunk -- coffin might be the early form of boat colfin in Ba Shu arca in laie Warring

The uncarthed vesscls. mostly in groups of {ive or twa pieces. look clean and glistening as il they were newly

1es.
de. The wood plates and winding coir ropes of some vessels were kept intact and the production tools and weapons
re often carved with signs-—— prabably the clan emblems. The Ne. 10 tomb uncarthed at Baihuatan Middle School of

engdu was probably a boat coflin in late Warring States and the relics in the tomb were similar to those in the big tomb
Xindu., Among the vessels, a bronze He inlaid with silver and gold filaments is a superb artistic treasure. showing pat-
ns about aspeets of social life such as picking mulberry leaves. feasting, dancing and battling. The pit tomb at Xiao-
nxi of Fuling 1s a representative relie site in castern Sichuan in the time from Warring States to Qin dynasty. The tvpi-
| vessels unearthed are the chime of bells, Chunyu and a piece of Hu inlaid with silver patterns of cloud and water. The

are inlaid with gold lilaments. On Chungyu is cast a knob <haped in tiger. The

ime of bells——-a set of 14 picees
t. with inlaying patterns of silver [ilaments, locks quite natural and integral.

Viewing the history of ancient Ba Shu, it can be seen that during pre—Qin periodss there had been wars as well as
race between Ba Shu and the neighboring political groups, accomplied by mutual influence amd exchange of the different
iltures. The bronze vessels selected here also refleet these conditions.

Sichuan Muscum can boast a richest collection of Ba Shu bronze warc. The sclection of over 250 bronze picees here
spresents the essener ol the collected bronze vessels. Two or three thousand years ago. the Ba Shu land . endowed with
reen hills and clear water, outstanding people and fertile soil, gave birth to the unigue bronze culture. The splendid cul-

ural legacy is not only the pride of the sons and daughters ol the Ba Shu ancestors. but also an acquisition of our whole

ation and the whole world.

Sichuan Museum
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Ritual Vessels

The bronze ritual vessels, characterized by solemnity, dignity and grandeur in their elaborate makings,
were employed in offering sacrifice to the heaven and earth, gods and ghosts and ancestors.

The Ba Shu bronze sacrificial vessels are Lei, Zun, Zhi, etc, with Lei occupying the first place in number
among all the unearthed vessels. This indicates Lei was the most significant vessel of the kingdom in Ba Shu
area while Zun was preferred in Central Plains, a big difference between the two regions in the application
of ritual vessels.

In 1959 and 1980 at Zhuwajie of Pengxian county, an archaeological discovery was made of a number
of bronze pieces, probably buried by Shu people under the emperor Du Yu in Western Zhou dynasty. The
vessels consist of Lei, Zun, Zhi and weapons, some of which were manufactured in Central Plains and some
in Shu area. Among the bronze, Lei pieces are the finest with their solid shapes and delicate patterns; some
have turquoise inlay on them. Though their shapes and decoration designs bear the influence of their coun-
terparts in Central Plains, the arrangement of their decoration patterns somewhat differred, showing a
unique feature of the local culture.

The decoration patterns include Kui—dragons, taotie designs, oxen, rams, elephants, phoenixes and
birds, monstrous animals, whorl, cloud and thunder designs. Some represent sacrifices devoted to Gods;
some are images of totum in the early anciet society; some embody animals of various sorts. The adornment
techniques involved are high relief, low relief and line carving, presenting a three layer design——a combi-
nation of plane pictures with three dimentional sculptures. The main images are manifested by large pat-
terns; the secondary are shown by line carving decorations. The two parts are made harmonious with deli-
cate cloud and thunder designs, achieving an effect of integration. The artistic creativeness in Ba Shu bronze
is shown by the variation of ornemental styles. Some vessels are underlined by magnificent patterns and
quaint shapes; others are outstanding for simplicity and gracefulness.

During the Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods, Ba Shu bronze ritual vessels, with their
subtle and elaborate manufacture, differred a lot from the popular Shang and Zhou vessels characterized by
staticness and imposingness. They convey a lively pleasant atmosphere and intact natural design with grand
and beautiful decoration veins based on geometric patterns showing interwinding dragons and birds. These
periods also saw the change and development of the vessels in quantity and variety, such as Duei, Din, Dou,
Gui, Hu, Chime of bells, Chun Yu, Zheng, etc.

The elaborate grouping of bronze ritual vessels signifies the establishment and gradual consummation
of the rituai system. This can be proved by the 5— piece or 2— piece sets of the vessels unearthed from the
tomb of a Shu emperor in Maja, Xindu county.

Ba Shu bronze ritual vessles, owing to the loosening bandage of the etiquette, manifest a freer artistic
expression. The bronze Hu with inlaid decorat on of hanquet, land and water warfare designs, unearthed in
Baihuatan of Chengdu, can be said to have opened a new chapter of the history of ornemental art and seen
a historical attempt in reflecting social life by making use of decoration patterns. The Hu is inlaid with gold
and silver filaments depicting scenes of picking mulberry tree leaves, shooting at flying birds, water and land
battling, feasting accompanied with military dances.

During these periods, a new technique emerged in manufacturing the bronze ware by mixing and in-
laying gold and silver filaments into the carved patterns. The superb technique, due to full use of lines and
colors, produces a vivid and luxuriant effect as shown by the bronze Hu with inlay of feasting and fighting
scenes, the chime of bells and the Hu with inlaid decoration of cloud and water found in Xiaotianxi of Ful
ing city.

In addition, on the bronze appear a number of tiger images the Ba people worshiped. The sleeping tiger
cast at the top of Chun Yu, the tiger veins on Zheng and the tiger design on Lei, reflect prosperity of the an-
cient tribes with tiger as their totum.

Though strongly influenced by those in Central Plains and Chu Kingdom, the Ba Shu bronze ritual
vessels, elaborately produced with excellent skills, possess their own remarkable features and local flavors,
serving as a proof of the wisdom and resource of the Ba Shu ancestors.



