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Example 1

Doctors are of the opinion that most people cannot live beyond
100 years, but a growing number of scientists believe that the aging
process can be controlled. There are more than 12,000 Americans
over 100 years old who receive Social Security benefits, and their
numbers are increasing each year. Dr. James Langley of Chicago
claims that, theoretically and under ideal conditions, animals,
including man, can live six times longer than their normal period of

growth. A person’s period of growth lasts approximately twenty —
2



five years. If Dr. Langley’s theory is accurate, future generations

can expect a life span of 150 years.

Which sentence best expresses the main idea?
A) Within a few generations, most people will probably live for
150 years.
B) Social Security pensioners are steadily increasing in number.
C) Physicians and scientists disagree regarding man’s possible
life span.

D) Man’ s normal period of growth compares with that of
animals.

ERC) HBHHEHMAHE-,

Example 2

What is the cause of chronic fatigue syndrome? Past research
has suggested a link to the Epstein-Barr virus, but now many
scientists are questioning that connection. New findings suggest that
the Epstein-Barr virus is not a primary cause, but it may still trigger
the illness. The symptoms may be due to a variety of things rather
than just one. Still, some researchers are sticking with the idea of
Epstein-Barr virus causing the illness. They say that it is premature
to make such a judgment.

Chronic fatigue syndrome has been dubbed the “yuppie disease”
by some since it is often diagnosed in professional women in their
twenties and thirties. It may be the result of never recovering
completely from illnesses such as the flu. Though the cause is not
clear, the symptoms are. To be called a chronic fatigue sufferer, one
must have the debilitating illness for more than six months and must
exhibit at least eight of the eleven symptoms, including sore throat,
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mild fever, and muscular aches.

With which of the following subjects is the passage mainly
concerned?

A) A disagreement between scientists.

B) Diseases affecting yuppies.

C) Causes and symptoms of an illness.

D) The relationship between a virus and an iliness.

ERC) BBt BHESSRENER, S BRI HE
Ro AARX, XEH BN EZRNHAREBA, HRAES
XHEM, B)AX, &IOFEY R B E SRR MK 57
SEEMBEIR. D) AXt, XEiH P the Epstein-Barry
virus FIEER TR B RERI X R HE B BREW K.

X JE 8 FERRES , FATTAT LA (1) B8 35 (skimming) 42 3C PAZRER &
ARENR; (2)FEEEA T HEE B AT B4 (underlining) ; (3) #
RO, BE A BN E B AR,

Example 3

To keep clear of concealment, to keep clear of the need of
concealment, to do nothing which he might not do out on the middle
of Boston Common at noonday — I cannot say how more and more
it seems to me to be the glory of young man’s life. It is an awful
hour when the first necessity of hiding anything comes. The whole
life is different thenceforth. When there are questions to be feared
and eyes to be avoided and subjects which must not be touched, then
the bloom of life is gone. Put off that day as long as possible. Put it

off forever if you can.

The main idea of this passage is
A) a time for concealment B) noonday on Boston Common
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C) a code for living D) penalties for putting things off

BREC (EERFE-MEAERE BARBOEREN. A)
M B)AR XM, D) SEREMAEEHERL.

EEATE T B
(1)

Topic Africa — The fight against starvation in six West African
sentence nations is being hampered by the rainy season.
Heavy rains are turning the dirt roads into
Supporting muddy rivers. Relief will have to wait for
sentences a dry spell which seems nowhere in
sight. The weather bureau
is maintaining silence
for fear of causing
increased
alarm.
(2)
If the
wind be-
comes gusty
after a period of
Supporting calm, you should
sentences seek shelter. The sky
needs careful watching,
too. Gradual darkening and
“boiling” clouds should quicken
your pace. Lightning and thunder
are common enough storm indicators,
but few people realize that the brightness
of the lightning is not nearly as important as
Topic the number of lightning flashes. The signs of
sentence an oncoming storm are many, and a person’s
life may depend on his ability to interpret them.



(3)

Supporting
sentence

Topic
sentence

Supporting
sentences

4)

Supporting
sentences or
supporting
details = Implied

main idea

Despite
the fact that
cars from Germany
and Japan are flooding
the American market, Ford,
General Motors and Chrysler are
hiring more workers than ever before.
The flood of cheaper foreign cars has not
cost American auto workers their jobs as some ex-
perts predicted. Ford operates as far as Asia,
and General Motors is considered Aus-
tralia’s biggest employer. Yet GM
has its huge American work
force and hires hundreds
of people every day
to meet the needs
of an insatiable
society.

Joshua Bingham studied four
years at the University of Paris and
decided to leave before his gradua-
tion. He transferred to the Uni-
versity of Berlin and graduated with
honors. Harvard Law School and,
later, Boston College provided him
with an excellent legal background.
He is presently a corporation lawyer
in Miami, Florida.
B(D)ME—mEEEE, RITAS =/AE ¥ (an inverted
triangle) R ; B (2) R G —MER EEA , RITA=ZAF A(a
regular triangle) & 7R ; B (3) M £ A 18], RATHZ T @ (the
shape of the diamond) 7R ; B (4)FH FHH), FERIN T #E

BHEFERE, BRI ALKy Em(a rectangle) K ER o
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B FrUh, RERFFHEST,AERE, P OBERAERHE
H o

BT 538

(1) Pity the poor steelhead trout. As if it weren’t risky enough
dodging fishermen and hungry predators, some of the luckless fish
fight their way miles upstream to mate, only to be stopped by a high
waterfall or an impassable dam. Because of this problem, thoughtful
water officials have installed special ladders and pools at their
pumping stations. Now as the fish swim upstream they encounter a
new series of low rock dams and pools instead of the 4-foot waterfall
that made a difficult jump for the steelhead. And during the entire
migrating season a fish ladder will allow fish to make it over the

wooden dam, even when the company pumps are operating.

This passage is mainly about _
A) a problem for fish
B) waterfalls that are too high
C) company pumps

D) the mating season for trout

(2) Originator of the Montessori method of education for
preschool children, Maria Montessori was the first woman to receive
a medical degree in ltaly. After receiving her degree in 1894, she
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worked with subnormal children as a psychiatrist at the University
of Rome. It was there that she pioneered in the instruction of
retarded children, especially through the use of an environment rich
in manipulative materials. The success of Maria’ s program with
retarded children led her to believe that the same improvements
could be made in the education of normal preschool children. This
led her to open the first day care center in Rome. With its success
similar institutions were opened in other parts of Europe and in the
United States. In the early part of this century, however, interest
in the Montessori method declined because of those who argued that
education should be more disciplined. But by the late 1950s the
Montessori method experienced a renaissance, and in the 1960s the
American Montessori Society was formed. The chief components of
the Montessori method are self-motivation and autoeducation.
Followers of the method believe that a child will learn naturally if
put in an environment with the proper materials. The teacher acts as
observer and only interferes if help is needed. Educators in this
system are trying to reverse the traditional system of an active
teacher and a passive class.

The best title for this passage is
A) Self-Motivation
B) The Montessori Method
C) Educating Subnormal Children
D) A New System of Education

(3) Edwin Forrest, often acknowledged as America’ s first
national idol of American theater, was born in Philadelphia in 1806.
He was only 14 years old when he played Young Norval in Home’s
Douglas. He gained experience supporting Edmund Kean in
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Shakespearean roles. In 1826 he established himself as one of the
great tragedians of the century with his role as Othello in a New
York debut. His acting was bold and forceful, though he was also
criticized for his boasting and loud language. His violent temper did
not injure his reputation as an actor though and his last appearance

as Richelieu in Boston in 1871 was greeted with acclaim.

Which of the following statements is best supported by this passage?

A) Though Edwin Forrest was criticized, his reputation was
not damaged.

B) Forrest was a great actor, but was brought down by his
uncontrollable temper.

C) Though bold in his acting, in reality, Forrest’s life was a
tragedy.

D) Forrest became a national idol at age 14, but was ruined

later.
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