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The Compiling Principles for the
Qin Dynasty Period Map-Group

1. This map-group consists of one general map and four component maps.

2. The general map illustrates the territory and administrative regionalization of the later
Qin ( % ) Dynasty which covers Nei Shi (4 # ),forty —eight Jun(#5, prefecture), and tribes like
Ye Lang (# gf) and Dian ( & ) in the Xi Nan Yi (% & # , national minorities in south-western
China) district where jurisdiction had been established for more than a dozen years, and the
distribution of the border minorities of the Chinese nation at that time. All the seats of Jun and
the tribal locations are indicated, but not the border lines between them. The minorities beyond
the Qin Dynasty jurisdiction, because of the scarcity of available records, are marked only by
way of their approximate location, but not the border lines. Nationalities and states in Xi Yu
( ®# ., the Western Regions) with no difinite indication in historical records are in-
discriminately referred as the Various City-States ( 3 51 # 5 ).

3. The whole Qin Dynasty territory is divided into four component maps according to
natural regionalization, each of them covering a certain number of Jun. As there is no clear
evidence as what particular Jun the south-eastern China tribes already under the Qin Dynasty
jurisdiction did respectively belong to, they are treated as part of the component map
illustrating the various Jun south of the Huaishui River ( # /) and the Hanshui River (£ 4 ).

4. The names and number of the Jun of the Qin Dynasty are a matter of controversy.
What is followed here comes from the latest publication of all the studies examining the var-
ious Jun of the Qin Dynasty,i. e. ,“ The Jun of the Qin Dynasty” (Encyclopedia of China.
History of China,N0, 5,1982) by Prof. Tan Qixiang GE & 3 )who concluded that the Qin
Dynasty had forty-eight Jun,apart from Nei Shi which means a jurisdiction area in the
vicinity of the capital. at the end of Qin. The border lines between the Jun are drawn main-
ly in accordancewith the judgement of* An Examination on the Confines of the Jun of the
Qin Dynasty” (Chang Shui Ji.Vol. 1) by Prof. Tan Qixiang.

5. As the Qin ystem had it, the Xian ( % , county) was lower than the Jun in the
hierarchy, but the names of Xian found in their contemporary records are very few. The Xian
marked on the present maps are either those referred to as “first established in the Qin Dynasty »
in historical records before the Tang ( &) and Song ( % ) Dynasties, or those that had
appeared as Xian ( # ) during the Warring States Period and continued to exist till the time of
the Western Han Dynasty, or those places seen between the conquest of the Six Kingdoms by
Qin and the national unification of the Western Han Dynasty, that were recorded as Xian in the
Western Han Dynasty.

6. Apart from the Jun and Xian, names seen’in their contemporary records of the
mountains, rivers and Ju Yi ( %8 , inhabited localities) are provided as many as possible.

The Compiling Principles for the
Western Han Dynasty Period Map-Group

1. This map-group consists of one general map, fourteen component maps, one simplified
map and four insets.

2. The general map illustrates the territory and administrative regionalization of the later
Western Han (£ ) Dynasty, which covers all the Jun and Guo ( & , principality) under the
supervision of one Si Li Bu (& # # ) and thirteen Ci Shi Bu (#| ¥ #F) and the jurisdiction area
under the Xi Yu ( % # , the Western Regions) Du Hu Fu (# # #f ). For the former, the names
and boundaries of the fourteen Bu ( # ) and the majority of the seats of the Jun and Guo are
provided; for the latter, only the names of the states, but not the border lines. The national
minorities in border regions, for the scarcity of available records, are indicated only by way of
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their approximate location. And no lines are drawn between their distributions except for
Xiong Nu ( %4 # , the Huns) whose approximate range of operation is defined.

3. Apart from one map for the Xi Yu Du Hu Fu, there are twelve maps to illustrate the
fourteen supervisory zones, i.e. one Si Li Bu and thirteen Ci Shi Bu, within the confines of the
Han Dynasty. The four maps, i.e.Si Li (& #), Jing Zhou ( # M), You Zhou ( & #), Jiao Zhi
(3 i), have to each an inset.

4. It is traditionally alleged that the division of Bu of the Western Han Dynasty did not
include Shuo Fang ( # #), and Jiao Zhi ( X fit) should be called Jiao Zhou ( 3 #). However,
what is followed here is based on “An Examination of the Zhou( ) System of the Western and
Eastern Han™ by Prof. Gu Jiegang (§# & B)) from Anthology of Essays in Honour of Mr. Cai
Yuanpei (# 7,32 ) on His Sixty-fifth Birthday, edited by the former History and Language
Research Institute.

5. Asthe local administration system in the later period of Western Han had it, more than
1,500 Xian, Yi( & ), Dao ( # ), Hou Guo ( & & ) were placed under the direct jurisdiction of
103 Jun and Guo. Distinction is made between Jun and Guo, though they share the same seat
sign, by giving Jun or Guo to their names. But no distinction is made between Y1, Dao, Hou
Guo and their seats all share the same sign as that of Xian. The Du Wei (#f £ } in various Jun are
indicated by adding Du Wei to their names.

6. The names of Jun and Guo recorded in Di i Zhi (H 3 £ )of Han Shu (i # .
History of the Han Dynasty) reflected the system of the second year of the Yuan Shi(7¢
4 Yperiod in the Reign of Ping Di(F %) ,i. e. the second year A.D. ,while the jurisdiction
areas show the situation at the turn of the Sui He(#Z 77 )Period (12th—9th year B. C. )and
the Yuan Yan( T % )Period (8th — 7th year B. C. )in the Reign of Cheng Di( & 7). The ju-
risdiction areas of the Jun and Guo all accord to the records from this source book and their
names during the turn of Sui He Period and Yuan Yan Period are used in reference of Prof.
Zhou Zhenghe’s ( ] & #8 ) The Administrative Geography of the Western Han
Dynasty(Beijing ; Renmin Publishing House ,1987).

7. In the Western Regions,the place where Du Hu Fu was stationed is treated as the
seat of Jun,and the seats of the Shu Guo( & [E)under the former’s jurisdiction are treated
as that of Xian. The place where Xiao Wei (1 #f )was stationed is marked with the sign of
a Xian seat,with Xiao Wei added to its name. And the rest of the towns are all treated as
inhabited localities. The jurisdiction areas of the Guo are indicated by the spaced out Chi-
nese characters of their names which cover the approximate location.

8. Those Jun and Xian that had been disqualified or re-established at a later time are,
to a maximum degree.marked out with the sign of inhabited locality with an indication of
their name and the year of disqualification or re-establishment in brackets.

9. The indication of rivers and lakes is based on the records in Di Li Zhi of Han Shu,
with reference to Shui Jing Zhu(K % ;% , Notes to the Book of Ripers). In case where the
two sources contradict each other,the former is followed. And ovhission is made where the
former, limited by the geographical knowledge it so far had,is found to deviate obviously
from the actual situation.

10. A simplified map for Xiong Nu and its neighbours illustrates the national distribu-
tions, famous mountains and rivers, Ting Zhang ( i # . the court-tent) and cities in the
range of Xiong Nu.

The Compiling Principles for the
Eastern Han Dynasty Period Map— Group

1. This map-group consists of one general mup, thirteen component maps, one simplified
map and three insets.

2. The general map illustrates the territory and administrative regionalization of the
Eastern Han Dynasty in the fifth year of the Yong He (##z ) Period of the Reign of Shun Di
(Jg %),1.€.140 A.D., which covers all the Jun, Guo and Shu Guo under the supervision of the Si
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Li Xiao Wei Bu ( 5 # 45 #1) and the twelve Zhou Ci Shi Bu (/1 | # % ), and the jurisdiction
district under Xi Yu Chang Shi Fu ( % % & ¢ /). For the former, the names and boundaries of
the thirteen Bu together with their seats and the majority of the Jun seats and Guo seats are
indicated while for the Western Regions, only the names of the states, but not their border lines
are shown. The national minorities in border regions, for the scarcity of available records, are
indicated by way of their approximate location except for Xian Bei (# # ) whose approximate
range of operation is defined.

3. Apart from one map for the Xi Yu Du Hu Fu, there are twelve maps to illustrate the
supervision zones, i.e.one Si Li Xiao Wei Bu and twelve Zhou Ci Shi Bu. The three maps, i.e. Si
Li (#), Yu Zhou (%) and Jing Zhou ( # #) have to each an inset.

4. According to the situation of the Yong He Period, the Eastern Han Dynasty consisted
administratively of 1,180 Xian, Y i, Dao, Hou Guo, Gong Guo (/2 & ) under the jurisdiction of
105 Jun, Guo and Shu Guo. The higher level elements are differentiated though their seats share
the same sign. But no distinction is made between the Yi, Dao, Hou Guo and Gong Guo and
their seats all share the same sign as that of Xian.

5. The Eastern Han Dynasty established Du Wei only in a small number of Jun on the
frontiers and their names are given against the seat of the related Jun. For supervising and
protecting the border minorities in vassaldom, there set up also were Shi Xiong NuZhong Lang
Jiang (@ & % & & #), Hu Wu Huan Xiao Wei (3 % 1 # &), Hu Qiang Xiao Wei (# %4 &)
and Dong Yi Xiao Wei ( # £ # £f), of which only the first two had their seats in records and get
indicated next to the seat signs.

6. All the names, jurisdiction areas and seats of the Jun, Guo and Shu Guo are indicated
according to Jurt Guo Zhi ( #1 & £ , Records of Jun and Guo) of Xu Han Shu ( 3 4%, The
Continuation to the History of the Han Dynasty). What was found in this source book was a
reflection of the records of the fifth year of the Yong He Period of the Reign of Shun Di. By
September this year, however, the seats of Shang Jun (_k #8) and Shuo Fang (#} %) had been
transferred inward te Ping Y1 (% # ) and Wu Yuan ( Z /2 ). But this source book still kept all the
Jun and Xian unchanged. It was said that the Fu Ling Guo ( & ¥ [ ) was established in the first
year of the Zhang He (& fr) Period of the Reign of Zhang Di (# %) and it still existed during
the Yong He Period, but it was not recorded in this source book. It is omitted in our maps
accordingly because supporting evidences are not available.

7. The Jun and Xian disqualified or re-established at a later time are, on a selective basis,
marked out with the sign of inhabited locality.

8. In the Western Regions, the Du Hu Fu is drawn according to the situation between the
sixth year of the Yong Yuan ( /& 7t ) Pertod of the Reigq,éf He Di (#v % ) and the first year of the
Yong Chu ( # # ) Period of the Reign of An Di (&%), i.e. 94-107 A.D. Its seat is treated as that
of a Jun and the seats of the Shu Guo under its jurisdiction are treated as that of Xian. The seats
of Xiao Wei and Du Wei are marked out with the same sign as that of Xian, and the rest of the
towns are treated as inhabited localities. The jurisdiction areas of the Guo are indicated by the
spaced out Chinese characters of their names which cover the approximate location.

9. Theindication of rivers and lakes is based on Jun Guo Zhi of Xu Han Shu with reference
for further information to the biographies of the same book, Shuo Wen (% %), Zhcng Xuan’s
( ¥ % ) notes to Zhou Li (7 # ), Shui Jing (/4 £ ), quotations from Ying Zhao (¥ &/ ) in notes to
Han Shu. Those bigger rivers and lakes that were not found in contemporary records but were
seen in both earlier and later records are marked without mentioning their names.

10. The simplified map for Xian Bei and its neighbours, is drawn to illustrate the
approximate confines according to the situation between the second year of the Yong Shou
( # #) Period of the Reign of Huan Di (48 %) and the first year of the Guang He (3t f#) Period
of the Reign of Ling Di (% %), i.e. 156-178 A.D. Famous mountains and rivers, Ting Zhang
and cities are indicated in the range of Xian Bei and the tribes north-west of it.
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