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PREFACE

Loulan is a very famous place: the verse "I'li not go home until Loulan is conquered™ is still lingering in
many persons’ minds and stimulating them to probe it. However, there are still many unknowns about Loulan
because it is located at the innermost of a vast desert. At the beginning of this century, the discovery of Loulan
made a big stir in the international academic circles. Many scholars from different countries studied the race,
history. culture, geography, ecology and environment etc. in Loulan and published many excellent works.
Nowadays. like the Tun Huang Study and the Turpan Study, the research of Loulan has become a new focus in
the academic circles. Some scholars have devoted their lifetime to the investigation, exploration and study of
Loulan.

Loulan is a strategic place on the Silk Road. And it became a very important district when the Western
Region was controlled by the Chinese feudal dynasties. The Chinese manuscript documents on paper and wood
uncarthed in Loulan (simplified as Loulan Chinese documents) are not only the first-hand, basic materials for
the research of Chinese medieval history, transportation history between the Wesf and the East, and the Silk
Road cultural history. but also the most direct and actual data for the study of the Western Region history. the
history of Loulan and Shanshan, the dynastic histories of Wei (220---265A.D), Western Jin dynasty (265---
316A.D). and Former Liang Dynasty (316---376A.D). The period saw the change in writing materials from
wood to paper. and the gradual formation of the regular script, running script and cursive in present writing

system . There is a lack of materials to show this point clearly in the interior of our country, so these Chinese



documents are very valuable in studying Chinese calligraphy history, tablets study and the study of piecing
manuscript papers. On the other hand. the rise and decline of Loulan, the development and changes of ecology
of this arca and the vicissitudes of environment have given some warnings to us. Nowadays, we ara confronted
with the issue of “environment. resources and development”™ and the problems of how to avoid the repeat of
history. how to protect environment and ecology, and how to develop the economy of oases. Through studying
the Loulan Chinese documents .we can draw valuahle lessons in addressing these problems.

It is a very hard task to collect and sort systematically all the Chinese documents from Loulan because of
the facts that it took about one century to unearth all the documents; that the documents were excavated and
explained by researchers from six countries and some of their studies which were published at different times
are hardly found in our country now; and that without excellent professional knowledge, no one has the
qualifications to do this work. In this book. we do our best to collect all the data about Loulan Chinese documents
and adopt the authoritative research results, and lay out the text scientifically. The chief author Hou Can has led
archacological teams to the Loulan site and its vicinity twice, and he has excavated 65 Chinese documents in
person. Since then he has spent 20 years to collect all the copies and study results about Loulan Chinese
documents from home and abroad. All above efforts have prepared the way for compiling and writing this
book. We have examined and revised all the materials collected by us one by one, collated them carefully, and
then chosen the best preserved of them to group into this book. So it almost contains all the important materials
and is the most revised and up -to-date in terms of Lonlan Chinese documents collected in this century.

Learning is the fruits of scientists’ labor and public property. So when we explain the meanings of the
characters on the pieces of paper and wood and note the historical facts the documents record, we adopt most of
the important research results which have been published by former or present scholars. Meanwhile we take in
the study results that can enlighten researchers no matter they are done by foreign Sinologists or Chinese
researchers, and we note some divergences of views properly. Of course, we express our opinions at the same
time. According to the requirement of adoption with proper grounds and exposition with logical deduction, we
group the latest and the highest-level research results into our book when we ascertain and explain the historical
facts recorded in the documents. In this book, we adopt some original views of former researchers, write down
some opinions which can be studied further, and argue,and note at the divergent points. We hold the opinion
that the academic research always carries forward the cause and forge ahead into the future, and develop
constantly.

When we arranged this book. we paid special attention to the complicated serial numbers of all the
Loulan Chinese documents: each excavators has his own serial numbers, so does each interpreter, each collector,
each quoter and so on. Now. the different serial numbers have become the greatest stumbling block on the way
of study and explanation of these documents. Besides, there are many wrong numbers that should have been
avoided. As a result of careful consideration, we use Stein’s method of numbering. We have arranged the
documents in our book according to the order of the places and times of their excavation. This arrangement not

only makes the lay-out of this book correspond to the basic archaeological requirements, but also shows vividly
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the situation when the documents were brought to light. This method is very scientific because the arrangement
can help researchers learn all the unearthed documents in each group of sites and the relationship between
different groups. So this book provids the most basic materials for deep study and use of the Chinese documents
from Loulan. Additionally. in order to help researchers to find out the materials they need quickly from this
book. we have compiled A Contrast List of the Serial Numbers of the Chinese Documents between the
Chavanne’s. the Wang Guowei's (which were given when they did the textual researches and explanations
respectively) and the Stein’s (made by him when he unearthed them)” and “A Contrast List of the Serial Numbers
of the Chinese Documents between the Maspero’s, Zhang Feng’s (given by them when they researched them)
and the Stein’s™.

At the turning point of the century. it is necessary to collect, sort and explain all the materials about the
Loulan Chinese documents which were publisheds throughout the world in different language in the whole
20th century. It is a matter for rejoicing in the academic circles and the publishing circles that the conclusive

and comprehensive book at the present phrase of Loulan study is coming out.
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