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Preface to Oxford Dictionary of
Business English for Learners of English

This is the first dictionary of Business English written especially for learners of English to be published
by Oxford University Press.

In researching and writing this dictionary it has been necessary to draw on the combined expertise of
people in the world of business and those involved in the teaching of English as a foreign language. The
result is a dictionary that is comprehensive and up-to-date in its coverage of business words and phrases.
clear and helpful in its explanations of the meanings and grammar of these words. and authentic in its
choice of example of their use.

I should like to thank the following lexicographers for their careful and committed work in writing the
dictionary: Judy Colbeck, John Mahood. James Matson, Michael Nash, Kathryn Phillips-Miles. Joe
Rimmer, Mary Shields, Peter Snook and Tony Thorne. 1 am very grateful to Simon Deefholts for his
advisory work on the banking and financial terms. I should also like to acknowledge the work of the
large team of people involved in the production of the dictionary once the text was complete.
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User’s Guide to the Dictionary

This dictionary is intended for learners of English of intermediate to advanced level who need to speak,
read and write English for business. Business words and phrases are presented clearly and simply. but in
enough detail to make this dictionary a valuable resource for students of business and experienced
business people alike. The dictionary provides extensive coverage of terms commonly used in
accounting, banking, computing, international trade, law, marketing, sales, shipping and the stock
exchange. reflecting the many areas with which business people and their advisers need to be familiar. (A
complete list of the subject areas covered can be found on the inside front cover.)

To ensure that the material included is authentic and up-to-date, this dictionary has been compiled with
the help of the British National Corpus. This is a collection of contemporary written and spoken English

taken from a variety of sources and stored on computer. Many examples in this dictionary are corpus-
based.

As time is so very important to business people, this dictionary has been specially designed for quick and
easy access. If you just want to look up a word to find its meaning and see how it is used in an example
phrase or sentence, you need only look at the left-hand column of the dictionary. If you want to know
more about the word, for example how to pronounce it, how the plural is formed. what words are
commonly used with it, you can look at the specially designed language column on the right-hand side of
the page. In this column you will also find cross-references to other related words. and words with the
same or opposite meaning.

The key to entries on the following pages will show you just how many different types of information are
contained in a dictionary entry, and exactly where to look to find the information you require.
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Key to Phonetic Symbols

EIRRA

Vowels and diphthongs 5.0 KX TTH

IPA [EBx 745

Jones K.K. Jones KK
1 1 fee /fi:; fi/ A A fund /fand: fand/
1 1 risk /risk; risk/ 3: 3 work /w3:k: wak/
i 1 money /'mani; 'many/ E) 2 account /3'kaont; 2'kaunt
[ € debt /det; det/ el e pay /per; pe/
x ® bank /bznk; bank/ 20 0 loan /loon; lon/
a a cargo /'ka:gav; 'kargo/ al a1 sign /sain; sain/
D b cost /kpst; kost/ ao au down /daon; daun/
2 R port /poa:t: port/ o1 AN joint /dzomt; dzomt/
0 u push /pof; puf/ 19 Ir dear /dia(r): dir/
u: u boost /bu:st; bust/ [=2) €r share /fea(r); fer/
u v fluctuate /' fiaktfuernt; 'flaktfu,et/ 09 ur insure /in' {ua(r); ' fur/
Consonants &
IPA [EIRR (Thr
Jones K.K. Jones K.K.
p p peak /pi:k; pik/ z z zero /'z1orau; "ziro/
b b bid /bid; bid/ J J ship /[1p; fip/
t t tax /teeks; taks/ 3 3 division /dr'vizn; do'vizen
d d deal /di:l; dil/ h h hire /"haix(r); hair/
k k card /ka:d; kard/ m m manager /'menid3a(r); 'menidza/
g g gain /gem; gen/ n n note /nsot; not/
tf tf chip /t{ip; tfip/ n licence /'laisns; 'laisns/
d3 dz job /d3pb; dzab/ i} D long /loy; lor/
f f fax /faks; faks/ 1 1 loss /1os; los/
v v vote /vaut; vot/ 1 legal /'li:gl; 'ligl/
0 0 third /03:d; 63d/ r r rate /reit; ret/
o] o] then /8en; Oen/ j ] yield /ji:1d; jild/
s s sell /sel; sel/ w w wage /weid3; wed3/

/'l or /'/ Tepresents primary stress as in manager /'menid3a(r); 'manidza/ * /) 8 /7 KA T EE - Flm
manager /' menid3a(r); 'manidza/

/,/ or 1/ represents secondary stress as in automatic /,5:t2' matik; oto'matik/ * // 9% // AWK E - HlW
automatic / d:ta'matik; ,oto'mactik/

(r) An ‘r’ in brackets is heard in British pronunciation when it is followed by a vowel sound. otherwise it is
omitted. In American pronunciation, every ‘r’ of the ordinary spelling is retained.
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Areas
of business labelled

in the dictionary
Z17) 88 R A9 9 b SFTiEkR R

accounting £t

administration {TxgmE
advertising -+
agriculture 7l
banking $R1T
commerce 52

computing = i FB
distribution 444
economics 2%
export 1

finance miE4at

health and safety 174 5%4%

import Hg

industrial relations =5:5% =
industry T
insurance {Rp&

international trade E 7525

law ;%7
management &£
manufacturing i
marketing #ii7E 44
office practice 4 50%
personnel A =
public finance /)£t
quality control FEE&E
retail &
sales &
shipping fiiz
stock exchange ir%z= 5
tax # 55
technology i 4
tourism 7
transport ;=44
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