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Preface

China, one of the countries with well-known ancient civilizations of the world,
possesses a long history and glorious traditon. A rich array of cultural relics pre-
served both on the ground and underground are the evidence for the long history
and the splendid culture, at same time, the important material information for the
scientific research. They make a deep impression on the people with their reality and
vividness to help the people to realize their own history and creatility, to enhance
their national confidence and sense of pride and to encourage the national spirit.

Since the foundation of the People’s Republic of China, a huge amount of sur-
vey works in various forms have been carried out in different areas in order to find
out the current situation about the unmovable cultural relics. The national relics
survey have been carried out for two times, according to the notification of the
State Council. The first one started from 1956 and the second one from 1981. The
latter in 1980s lasted for a long time and in huge size. The contents of the survey
was very extensive. Under the leadship of the governments, the energitical support
form personalities of various circles and the hard work of the cultural relics
workers, this work has achieved an unprecedented success. In order to systemize
and conclude scientifically the results from both relics surveys, the National
Cultural Relics Bureau decides to publishe “An Atlas of Chinese Cultural Relics”.

“An Atlas of Chinese Cultural Relics” is edited with hard work to summarized
scientifically the huge amount of original information acquired from the relics sur-
veys, to reflect the academic results and new important discoveries achieved in the
chinese relics works and to document the current situation about the unmovable rel-
ics so far available inside the Chinese boundry,so as to bring them into full play.
The editing of the atlas is one of the important basic works on the pretection man-
agement and research of relics, and at the same time it is a scientific research
cooperation project of the professional archaeologists and geographers from all the
provinces, autonomous regions and direct municipal cities. It will provide the scien-
tific research with extremely important first—hand materials and provide the draw-
ing up of the national relics protection, management and research long—term strate-

‘gy and policy and laws with scientific information and provide reliable data for
planning, selecting and designing for the national economic construction, so as to
avoid destroying relics in the procession of the construction.

The large—scale reference book series,“ An Atlas of Chinese Cultural Relics”,
consisted of both 31 volumes of provincial,autonomous regional and direct munici-
pal units and one volume of national important relics units, will be edited and pub-
lished in succession.

It is the first time in China to edit and publish an atlas of cultural relics with
distinctive Chinese features. This is a quite complicated and formidable work and
errors in the work are unavoidable.The critiques and suggestions from readers are

wholeheartedly welcome. .
The edit board of “An Atlas of Chinese Cultural Relics” -

December 1st, 1988.
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Guide to the Use of the Atlas

1. The Atlas consists of both the volumes of the provincial, autonomous re-
gional and direct municipal units and the volume of the national important cultural
relics. The former consists of summaries on relics work and current situation, relics
maps, important relics pictures and brief intrductions to relics units. The relics maps
consist of serial maps, special relics maps and relics distribution maps.

2. The Atlas consists principally of the extant unmovable relics identified in the
relics surveys, including some ancient achitectures and inscription stones which has
been moved for protect.

3. The latest time limit for the relics is the year of 1949,while ones later than
1949 will be included only if they are promulgated as any classes of relics protect
unit.

4. The ancient tombs, settlements, architectures, which has been cleared, exca-
vated and whose scientific information have been kept and whose relics are not pre-
served, are still listed in the atlas and registered in the introduction, but without se-
rial numbers. The investigated and surveyed ancient sites and tombs which are in-
undated in reservoir areas are nevertheless numbered, marked on maps and regis-
tered. :
5. The unmovable relics included in the atlas are divided into seven categories
(indicated alphabetically in the Chinese Pinyin) and twenty subcatergories, which
are marked in various symbols (cf. the Key Symbol).

6. The cultural relics with same time or the relics with different time but re-
garded as one unit will be grouped in the category to which the main relics are attri-
buted and then explained in the introduction.

7. The relics units distributed in wide regions, contained a great quantity of im-
portant relics are listed as one unit and marked in subcategories.

8. Unit numbers, consisted of general serial numbers and classified numbers,
arranged according to their administrative counties and then the categories they be-
long to. The units in one category are arranged according their chronological se-
quences. Several large units distributed among more than one counties will be indi-
vidually listed in distribution maps of each counties and given notes in memo field.

9. Relics units adopt principally their original names or their popular names if
well-known. The units which can not be named in the way mentioned above will be
named after the villages or natural spots in which they are located.

10. The atlas adopts the calendar generally accepted in the circle of Chinese his-
tory. For some palaeoanthropological and palaeovertebratical fossils spots the geo-
logical periods are adopted. The dynastical calendar are generally adopted for the
historic times, some of them are noted with Christian calendar. The few units in the
border areas, if their dynastical times are difficult to be identified and about in the
bronze age, are marked as of the Broze Age. For the modern and contemporary
units later than the year of 1840 the Christian calendar are generally adopted.




Key symbols for cultural relics

]
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d

architecture

caves and settlements @

ancient site city ruin &
(A) Kiln @
other ancient sites o>

burial (B) a
wood architectute

pagoda and Buddhist stone inscription pillar E}

bridge

-

(C)

Great Wall and city wall

IS
F

garden

other buildings

stone cave temple and
stone inscription
(D)

stone cave temple

stone inscription

cliff picture

important historic
sites of modern and
contrmporay time (E)

historic sites of the old democratic revolution

historic sites of the new democratic revolution

other important historic sites

modern and contempo
rary representing

buildings with various national styles

OF » QO DR P D |

building (F) buildings with exotic or chinese—exotic—mixed styies
others (G)
the national class
the provincial class &
class —
the county (municipal) class
class unidentified Y
the stone age &
Xia Shang and Zhou (until the Spring and Autumn Periods) @
from the Warring States period to the Northern Southern Dynasties Iy
age from Sui Dynasty to the Five Dynasties E]

from Song Dynasty to yuan Dynasty

from Mmq Dvnasty to Qing Dvnasty (—1 R’%Q)

the modern and contempaorary times (1 840 )
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