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About Charlotte Bronte

and Her Jane Eyre
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Dialogue 1 About Jane Eyre

A:Have you read the English novel Jane Eyre?

B: Yes, several times.

A:How do you like 1t then?

B:Oh, I like it very much! Jane Eyre tells her own story
as she remembers it. At the beginning of the book she
was a ten-year-old orphan living with her relatives, the
Reeds, as a dependant.

A: Yes. The Reeds, landowning gentry in the north of
.1 -
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England, were comfortably off. Yet, Jane was feeling
deeply her position as an outsider there. Mrs. Reed
treated her with extreme cruelty.

B:Stung by Mrs. Reed’s accusations that she is deceitful ,
she hit back in words, insisting on her own honesty,
telling her aunt how much she dislikes her and making
her first articulate claim for love.

A:Yet in her soberer moments she could be realistic and
objective enough to see that she is “a discord at
Gateshead” , to understand why her personality does not
appeal to her aunt, to realize that she is not heroic
enough to go and live with poor relatives.

B: At this stage, her ideas about religion were naive in the
extreme. But later at Lowood she came face to face
with real humility and genuine religious faith in the
person of Helen Burns. Jane could not accept the idea of
humility.

A:By the time she left Lowood, eight years later, Jane had
learned “an allegiance to duty and order,” but her
longing for excitement and fulfillment is not satisfied.
Her restlessness drove her to seek a new position.

B:Exactly. But at first her life as a governess at Thornfield
did not satisfy her either, and she noted with
indignation that women want more out of lfe than
housework and embroidery.

A:But the return of Mr. Rochester completely transformed her
.2 .
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life. His attention to her delighted her. His questions about
her history, his comments on her pictures, his confidences
about his past fed her vamty and challenged her intelligence
and wit. His eccentric manners only put her at ease. His
teasing enchanted her. She gneved for his secret grief,
rejoiced when she was able to save him from the fire, and
was deeply moved when he thanked her for this.

B:When at last Mr. Rochester’s wife, the madwoman, set
fire to the house and was killed herself, Rochester was
also badly hurt. One eye was destroyed and one arm so
crutched that it had to be amputated.

A:As a matter of fact, the sight of the other eve had since
gone.and Mr. Rochester was living in isolation at the
manor of Ferndean, looked after by two servants

B:As soon as Jane got to know the sad news, she hired 2
post chaise and set off for Ferndean. It was a happy
reunion. Jane felt both excited and at ease with Mr.
Rochester: “All 1 said or did seemed either to console or
revive him. Delightful consciousness! Tt brought to life
and light my whole nature:in his presence I thoroughly
lived;and he lived in mine. ”

A': The reunion scene at Femdean has overtones of temponizing,
of lessons learned, that give it a quiet auturnal quality unlke
the Iyric rapture of the garden scene. Both Jane and Rochester
had suffered, but both were then assured of each other’s love.

B: Oh, I think Charlotte was presenting through the

-3 .
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character of Jane Eyre some of her own most-deeply-
felt convictions, convictions of permanent importance in
human life—the right of the humblest person to
affection and self-realization, honesty and integrity, the
right to speak out frankly, and the claims of morality
and religion.

A:I think you’re perfectly right.
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Dialogue 2 About Charlotte Bronte

A:As we all know, Charlotte Bronte 1s one of the most
world-famous and most-liked English wnters. But do
you know she had a very tragic life and died young?

B:Yes, I know that. The Brontes were one of the most
extraordinary literary families who ever hived. They
spent the greater part of therr lives in an isolated
Yorkshire village on the edge of the moors, not only cut
off from the Victorian world of letters, but also to a
large extent from the companionship of young people of
their own age and education.

A:The four Brontes lived and died in the first part of the
nineteenth century They were born in the years just
after the Napoleonic wars, Charlotte the year after
Waterloo, the victory of her hero, the Duke of
Wellington Branwell, Emily and Anne saw the first
dozen years of Queen Victoria’s long reign.

B:In fact,only Charlotte lived to see the mid-century mark
and the Great Exhibition of 1851, the ancestor of our
World’ s Fair, which celebrated half a century of
progress.

A:Yet they became known and loved all over the world.
Their books have been translated into many languages
and are always high 1n reading popularity.

B: Their home, Haworth Parsonage, is visited by Bronte

« 7



