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Preface

The "Silk Road™ or South China Sea wazs laked shaps n e pencd of Wud ol Wastarn Han (140-87 BLL) Smca (hen, o uriser-
wert some pEnods 0 its lang fstory: the development penod of Three Kingdoms 1o Southern Dynasbies (220—589. A D) the
Paunshrmert ponod ol Tang to Song Dyrasties (6181209 AD) and the declning period in Ming ana Qg Dynasues
[1368-—1840) Afer the Cpium War in 1840, China was reduced 1o the slalus of a semi-colonal. sam-feucal scoely. The nature of
ne saciely has bean greatly changed, ~Sk Road” and the lomgn relakonships have fallen intg a guie different msioncal pencd

The man goods exported from the "3k Road” on South Ching Sea s silk, Dunng Tang and Song Oynasties, the ceramics ex-
ported and the perlume mporled were in greal gquaniily. so here ga anather two names for “Silk Boad” as “Cerarmcs Poad” arnd

Parfurme Road”.

Since (hese lwa noesand yvears. “Sik Aoad” an Souwtn Ching Sea has made an indelble and brithant tustoncal contmbution toon-
ihate the frendly exchanges betseen China and alher countnes. ang 1o omprove the prospenty o socety, econcey and cullure of
Chra and olhgr counines E'I.'Efjl'blxl',' in the world nas peen ld the slory

For the comprehenswve study on the cross—conlirents. crossnalions. crass—reqions and mulli-gisciphnes of Sk Boad” n 1982
e DESC of Umlad Matons pot fonedrd the proposal on the ten-year of warkd cullural development al the generai agsambly of
Wiorld Cultural Policy which includes three dems. the synthetical study an “Silk Road”, the commemarabion al e dalogue between
thie two wiardd, and the renovabion of Alexander Museum The hme 1or activilies: star from 1988 and end in 1998, The proposal has
peen passed through in the United Nations Gereral Assembly convened laler. In November 1967, the five-yedr comprehensive
Sludy on “Silk Road” nas Gean normally passed through in the 24th General Assembly of UNQESE In Nevember 1389 as the re-
consideralion of the /mparance of this siedy, the ime or this study an “Silk Road” has been decded 1o posipone 1o the 1898, wher
15 the terminal of ten—year Cultural Develapment in the 2510 General Assembly of UNOESC

For coordinating the comprehensive study on “Silk Roso” by the UNDESC, we sifted out. and analyzed syslematically tha
archasological remams and hislorical siles invehlad the studes of “Silk Aoad™ n Guangdong. The essence of antiguites and the
typcal Hems have been chosen in grder ta puldlish in the current wolumn. We hoge il will coninbule a bit o 1he sigiilicant studes of
Sk Aoad” |, and 1he adwices and cobcism ram (Pe axperls all aver the wond ang alway s welcome.

Lheng faca
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Preface ‘

St

The “Silk Road” cn South China Sea was taked shape in the period of Wudi of Western Han (140-87 BC.). Since then, it under-
went some periods in its long history: the development period of Three Kingdoms to Southern Dynasties (220—589. AD.): the
flourishment period of Tang to Song Dynasties (618-1279, AD.); and the declining period in Ming and Qing Dynasties
(1368—1840). After the Opium War in 1840, China was reduced to the status of a semi—colonial, semi—teudal society, the nature of .
the society has been greatly changed. "Silk Road” and the foreign relationships have fallen into a quite different historical period. f

The main goeds exported from the “Silk Road" on South China Sea is silk. During Tang and Song Dynasties. the ceramics ex-

ported and the perfume imported were in great quantity, so there go another two names for "Silk Road" as "Ceramics Road" and
"Perfume Road".

Rt

Since these two thousand years, "Silk Road” on South China Sea has made an iﬁdelkble and brilliant historical contribution to in-
itiate the friendly exchanges between China and other countries, and to improve the prosperity of society, economy and culture of
China and other countries. Everybody in the world has been told the story.

For the comprehensive study on the cross—continents, crossnations, cross-regions and multi—disciplines of “Silk Road”, in 1982,
the OESC of United Nations put forward the proposal on the ten-year of world cultural development at the general assembly of
World Cultural Policy which includes three items: the synthetical study on "Silk Road”, the commemoration of the dialogue between
the two world, and the renovation of Alexander Museum. The time for activities: start from 1988 and end in 1998. The proposal has
been passed through in the United Nations General Assembly convened later. In November 1987, the five~year comprehensive
study on “Silk Road" has been normally passed through in the 24th General Assembly of UNOESC. In November 1989, as the re-
consideration of the importance of this study, the time for this study on “Silk Road” has been decided to postpone to the 1998, when
is the terminal of ten—year Cultural Development in the 25th General Assembly of UNOESC.

For coordinating the comprehensive study on “Sik Road"” by the UNOESC, we sifted out, and analyzed systematically the
archaeological remains and historical sites involved the studies of “Silk Road” in Guangdong. The essence of antiquities and the
typical items have been chosen in order to publish in the current volumn, We hope it will contribute a bit to the significant studies of i
"Silk Road” , and the advices and criticism from the experts all over the worid are always welcome. §

Zheng Zecai i
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Pre—Qin

Guangdong borders the South China Sea, with winding sealines and many fine harbours and islands. In the late Neolithic Period,
around the second millennium B.C., “Nanyue”, who lived in the coastal area of South China already possess the knowledge of naviga-
tion. As recorded in “Huai—Nan—Zi Qi—Su—Xun”, the Ethnic Hu people are good at horsing, while the Yue people good at boating.
The Yue people crossed the sea to live in the islands for seasonly productive activities. In recent years, archaeologists discovered
some late Neolithic sites and sites belong to Spring and Autumn to Warring States periods in the islands 0.5—4.5 nautical mile away
from the continent, such as Nanshawan, Dongau Island, Houshawan, Dongauwan, Powan, Qi'au Island, Caotang, Sanzhao Island,
Gaolan Island, Nanshui, Wanshan Islands, and Shamwan, Lamma Island, Tongwan, Lantau, Hong Kong. The artifacts unearthed in-
clude gritty pottery pots, clay pot supporters, painted pottery basins, “dou” bowls on pedestal, stone adzes, stone sinkers and stone
moulds for bronze axe, pottery jars in “Double F” pattern, crossed pattern and water wavy pattern etc.. And in the Naozhou Island,
northeast of Leizhou Bay, discovered the tombs of Warring States period.

The Yue people, who lived in the offshore islands during Spring and Autumn to Warrind States periods left rock paintings on the
cliffs. The rock painting found in Baojingwany is one of the most famous works, incised human figures, animals and the seaboats that
warping upward both in the stem and stern can be identified from the rock painting.

The Yue people who lived in the coastal area and islands during Pre—Qin period, were actually the forerunners of opening the
navigation route on the sea. Their descendants were probably the earliest pathbreakers of “Silk Road” on the sea in Han Dynasty.

o v e




— . e “Dou”, Pottery H. 14, diam. 19.3cm,, Late Neolithic Period
) /\ f—— o .
) F0BRECBA (A IUHT3 000—HT2 0005F) (3000~ 2 000 B.C) Houshawan Site, Qi'au Island, Zhuhai City, 1989, This

1989$ﬁ?§ﬁftﬁ§%fél¢?§iﬁht& +. E14\ 14219. 3@*0 white ware, with dish on pedestal is impressed with dots, water wavy
W‘Eemo f’;ﬁﬁ‘_, EE, ﬁﬁ&ﬂ].‘j‘ 7}(&@3}25‘(0 and bow=string pattern.




HEEE %6%“4&%% (%~ JCRI3000—Hij20004F) Dish, Pottery H. 65, diam. 168 cm. Late Neolithic Period
1989&%?&???&&&6@%@&&1:1: EG 5 D%ls 8};* (300()"200() BC) Houshawan Sile, Qi’au lsland. Zhuhai City. 1989.

This painted earthernware is decorated with wavy pattern. Its ringfoot is

%Jﬁﬂmo %%ﬁy Eu %i*ﬁ%z&mﬁy EE%?L, # perforated.
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¥ Fommss (LT3 000—§72 0004F), 1989 RN =M B Em B T, &
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Pot Pottery H .20, diam. 23cm.. Late Neolithic Period (3 000— 2 000 B.C.). Caotangwan Site, Sanzao Island, Zhuhai
y . . . i
City, 1989. This gritty brown earthernware has a flared mouth, with a circuit of wavy band impressed on the shoulder. The

cords also impressed on the outside surface.
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Bowl, Pottery H .75, diam, 185cm.. Late Neolithic Period(3 000— 2 000 B.C.). Houshawan Site, Qi'au Island, Zhuhai
City, 1989. This gritty brown earthernware has a wide flared mouth and the round base is decorated with basket pattern.
The potsherds unearthed in the same site have been thermoluminescence dated 4828 1483 BP.




