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Introduction

This is a Chinese-English bilingual handbook which ex-
plains the origin and modern use of Chinese characters , writ-
ten for readers who learn Chinese either as a foreign language
or as the mother tongue,

The characteristics of this book can be summarized as fol-

lows.

Cultural-based Analysis

A particular character set is always closely rooted into
particular cultural background. Therefore, the difficulties
people met in learning Chinese characters are unnecessarily
from the characters themselves, but are often from the rele-
vant cultura] background which supports the graphic forma-
tions, pronunciations and meanings of the characters. Chinese
characters enjoy a long history. Most corresponding historical
.backgrounds, with which ordinary people are unfamiliar, have
vanished for long. So in the explanation and analysis of the
character, we stress on the relevant cultural background to

help the readers to grasp them easily and in depth.

Radical Cross-linking
Unlike other characters or letters, radicals are important

semantic classifiers in the system of Chinese characters. Radi-

©

BFREE NN

¥ 4o



AEFEEHRHE O

W da

-y

cals not only serve as the indexing tool but also are the com-
mon semantic symbols of one series of characters. So in the
book we emphasize on both the analysis of radicals and the
governing function of the radicals on certain group of charac-
ters, to help the readers to draw inferences from one instance

and have a systematic understanding of Chinese characters.

Structural Analysis

Unlike alphabetical letters, Chinese characters are charac-
terized by its ideograph feature. The so-called ideographs are
those that can reveal the meaning of characters by their graph-
ic formations. The graphic formations are known as “struc-
tures” — pictographic, indicative. associative and picto-pho-
netic structures, As different structures reveal the meanings
differently, we analyzed the structures of all characters dis-

cussed in this book to facilitate the understanding.

Origin Pursuit

Chinese characters are abundant in meanings and most
characters are polysemic. Unlike other languages, Chinese
characters have no formal variations (such as gender, number,
and case) to discriminate among different meanings one char-
acter has, which makes it more difficult to recognize and mem-
orize. On the other hand, many meanings of one character of-
ten have logical interrelations. Once these interrelations are
comprehended, the complicated meanings of characters are
easy to understand. Therefore, we pursue the origin of pol-
ysemic characters and reveal the process of their evolution,

which, we believe, will be of great help to the readers in their



memorizing characters.
As long as these points are paid enough attention, the

readers will certainly have a high efficiency in their reading.
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