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Part 1

Describing things and ideas



-
Unlt 1 (Introductory Unit)

Introduction to ‘Communicate in Writing

1. Note-taking

Read this passage about ‘Communicate in Writing’. Following it are some
notes on Paragraphs 1 and 2. Copy and complete them. Write in vour own
books.

‘Communicate in Writing’ has been written for two types of student. One is

the student who is learmirig English in order to study some other subject, in

the arts or sciences. and who wan(fs toTgafn how to write academic English.

The other is the student whose main interest is English and who needs to

fearn how to write essays as part of his school or university course. ¢
As its title suggests, the book’s main aim is to teach writing. But each unit

contains a passage of English. followed by exercises to make sure you have

understoad how that passage is organised. There is. in other words, quite a

lot of reading practice. Why 1s so much reading practice given in a book on

writing? Simply because if you wish to organise your own essays correctly, it
is important to understand how other writers have organised their passages.

Answering questions like "How is this passage organised?’ and 'In what

other wavs could the writer have organised it?" 1s a useful step towards

improving your own writing,.

15 Each unit of *Communicate in Writing s abour a different subject. Unit 2
for example is about stars and plancts, and Unit S is about volcanoes. These
subjects have been chosen because of their general interest, and you do not
have to be an expert on each subject to follow the units. Even so, the student
who is learning English in order to study some other subject may ask

20 whether he would spend his time better reading and writing about his own
subject. Thisis not necessarily true. Essays, reports and dissertations have a
lot in common. whether they are about zoology, chemistry or sociology. So
the zoologist. the chemist and the sociologist can learn a lot about writing
good English by reading and writing passages on subjects of general interest.

25 There isa glossary at the back of the book to help you with unfamiliar words.
Words in the glossary are marked with an asterisk (*)

wn

I

. uic g Eng. to Studly other Subject
1. 2 types of student: (a) if“‘kfil_/@ﬂtfygf’g. fo‘&jx/g.o{//ev.y/'e’(n L

(b) sl Al YA By
2. Book teaches . . .. . . Buymuch . . 4. . practige i it. y
Reason: .URM#NO[IH 72’“)] 0’/"'6’” Wﬁ%’gl have 0:{ &
5 mpo/ 1N 74yr feavning  +o pryod]
2. Uf&rﬁ%ﬁlg t/heﬂ)assage ‘f? -
, , né/w I esj'a/gg corec 7
Does the writer believe these things? Read Paragraph 3 And decide:

(a) The student can learn by reading and writing about subjects other than his
own subject.



Unit 1
{b) The student would spend his time better reading and writing about his own
subject.
(c) Essays on different subjects are very different from each other.
(d) You can use ‘Communicate in Writing’ without knowing a lot about the
< subjects discussed in each unit.
3. ‘Even so’

(1)  The expression ‘even so’ means ‘in spite of this’. Find the example of this
expression in the passage. Write a sentence making the same point, but
beginning ‘in spite of the fact that . . .’

(ii) Use the information given in the passage to complete these sentences:
(a) As its title suggests, the book teaches writing. Evenso, . . . . . .

(b) There are some differences between essays on different subjects. Even so,

€ ...... ; even so, the book’s main aim is to teach writing.

@ ...... ; even so, you do not have to be an expert on each subject to
follow the units.

4. Completing a passage

Originally the passage had a fourth paragraph describing how ‘Communi-
cate in Writing’ is organised. Use the information given on the contents page
(page i) to complete this part of the paragraph. (Sometimes a space needs
more than one word.) Write in your own books.

‘Communicate in Writing’ is divided into . . . . . . parts. The first ten units
are abowt . . . . .. ; Units 11-15 deal with . . . ., . . , and Units
...... with developing an argument. There are three different
...... . Unit 1 is an introductory unit,and . . . . . . to introduce the
student to the book. Units 5, 10, 15, 20are. . . . . . , and contain revision
exercises. . . . . . . are main units. '

5. The main units

The paragraph ends by describing how each main unitis organised. Here are
some notes on what the writer says. Finish the paragraph:

61 Main Units
3 parts. 1. Passage + exercises associated with passage.
2. An important aspect of writing (e.g. Unit 3 * lefining’; Unit 4
‘classifying’.)
3. Additional exercises — to be done if there is time .
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EWmBEHR, s HONEBRENRBBGHE HRSMALHES B
FIEE, BR%GY, DORBIERERTER X ENALALE N, BEFK. F
BREABRNEIESS . ~AE5EBENH2AEGR2SHRILSE TR B
AMBHREERSERARECHE, BRHARERASTENREY
BET, BE “XEXERERARN" “EEL AR MY R RS
REXE?” BiE, RREECHSEKEHEENSR,

(XFZFR W BB R FRANEE, PimE MiRET
ERATE, BERTRXT AL, SHX8CER S TERA - REK
t, ERMXLYENA-FERESATHMNER., RAML, BH TR
AR A % B4 T TR B B ET A ¥ L E R
MiEMEHEL, ARTEF SR MR R—E LR, ERRXTHY
¥ SR 2SN E REREIBEFSRAZL. ARBYER. &
$ RS T CUE T SR B 57 % — Aok b 3 B0 308 R4 B
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R

L. 6 As its title suggests, the book’s main aim is to teach writing,

K as BRERA, 3§ -1PEEMT. FNESIRMAEH suggests HE
iE, HEFARGEN £4 the book’s main aim is to teach English,

€in.  As you know, David writes dictionaries,



He is a teacher, as is clear {from his manner,
(as BB AP FTEM, RESLREMTREEE, HoFERNENE
4] He is a teacher, ,)
We started early as usual,
(as usual = as is usual with us)
L.20 ... whether he would spend his time better reading and writing about his
own subject.
%F spend (5 TS K T FIBA.
(1) She spends her evenings (in) reading novels.
(2) He spent most of his life (in) travelling,
(3) He spent half-a year (in) writing a short play. ﬂ ﬂ,}
(4) He spent haif a year on writing a short play,
Pl E#4 @ reading, travelling, writing ZWM in S AT R,
(3> (4) MAHA in R on REAH. (3) KA “BREENEET 4
TR (1) ARA “WEREEDKRAES - AERLE",
better ZE A1 BB, ¥ would spend, BRBHEMY “LH ",

%53

Ex. 1 Note-taking (#¥id)

HIBRARIMA B XERR LK, REDERENB—. ZBWIWIE,
FmMUNE, FZxS,

Ex.3 ‘Evenso’ ("RMmmit")

) H4 “even s0” 5 “in spite of” B X,

SIRREMXFPREBRAMDANN T, FEaRERENEL, EL“n spite
of the fact that...” F#.

GD RBEREBABHLFRANET,
Ex, 4 Completing a passage (£ W)

HXNAREBREAL CLFER ~BMEN. SSTERBEERELERESAR
e AH—-+EHRER— 2 LD,
Ex, 5 Themsinunits (W)

AEBRURRERE LT ROGOER, IR T - SFXEXNERND, BR
ERLX—&,



Unit 2

Dying stars..and living planets

Part |

1.

10

20

Read this passage about dying stars, and complete the table which follows it.
Write in your own books.

The old belief that the universe never changes is quite wrong. Even before
the invention of the telescope®, astronomers* noticed-that bright stars
suddenly appear in the sky, and then later disappear. These stars were called

ovae; because they were thought to be new. Jn fact we now know that they
are reglly old stars which are slowly dying. A recent case of a nova occurred
in 1918, and one of the few people who saw this was the American astron-
omet Edward Barnard. He was driving along in a car, occasionally looking
up into the sky. ’%]_ddmll he noticed a star that he had never seen before.
and exclaimed. "That star should not be there!” He was in fact watching the
explosion of a nova. .

Novae are old stars which are slowly dying. As they do so. they let out*
huge ctouds of material, sometimes as large as the earth, and these explode
into space at a speed of about 8,000,000 kilometres per hour. When this
happens. the hotter parts of the'star become visible. and this is why novae
are so bright. Although the explosions are huge on a human scale , thev only
consume* a small part of the dving star’s energy. The death is a slow one,
and the star may continue to explode for thousands of years. Indeed, there
are even some stars which explode once a fortnight.

There are other old stars which do not die slowly, but are completely
destroyed by one great explosion. These are known as ‘supernovae’. The

-explosion of a supernova is equivalent to about a million, million. million,

million hydrogen bombs goin’g'm*"hﬁﬁ'e same time - Just before the explo-
sion the star’s density* becomesvery great and it'sping at a very high speed.
A matchbox of material taken from the star at that time would weigh about
1,000 tons, and the star would be turning at about 16,000,000 kilometres per
hour. The explosion itself occlirs suddenly, in the space of a minute, but the
supernova continues to shine long after the event. One supernova which
Chinese astronomers observed in 1054 can still be seen by us today. It has
been shining for at least nine hundred years.



Unit 2

NOVAE SUPERNOVAE
1. die slowly | die swckenty
2. many explosions 2.

3. each explosion destroysone | 3. .. .oV
smail part only

4. . . 4. shine continuously for long

L time
ARG

2. Note-taking

)

Complete these notes on Paragraph 1. Write the missing words in your own
books:

...... does change. Bright. . . .. suddenly appear. then disappear.
Called . . . . .. ' because thought . . . . . .. In fact, old stars slowly
....... Recent case® occurred in . . . . . ..

{ity Notes should be short. so that vou can read them quickly later. They need

not be grammatical. and you can leave out articles (‘the’, "a’. ‘some’), ete.
But they must be complete enough for you to understand. Make these notes
on Paragraph 2 shorter. Then show them to your partner. Can he under-
stand them?”

Novae = old stars which are slowly dying.
They are bright because the hotter parts of the star become visible
as they explode and let out huge clouds of material. The death is
slow, so the star may continue to explode for thousands of years.

3. Referring back

Words like ‘this’. “these’, it’. "so” usually refer back to something the writer
has already mentioned. Decide what these words in the passage refer back
to:

line 13 This =(a) the great speed (b) letting out clouds of material
(¢) the slow death of old stars

line 14 This =(a) letting out clouds of material (b) the hotter parts
(c) the exposure* of the hotter parts

line 20 These =(a) the great explosions  (b) the old stars destroyed

by one explosion  (c) old stars

hne 23 It =(a) the star  (b) the star’s depsity (c) the explosion

line 11 So =(a) let out clouds of material (b) explode
(¢) slowly die ‘

10



Dying stars..and living planets

4. Novae and supernovae

In Exercise 1 you completed a table showing the differences between
‘hovae’ and ‘supernovae’. Write a short paragraph describing these dif-
ferences.

Part Il Referring back, and giving new information

Except when they are introducing a completely new subject, most sentences
refer back to something already mentioned. At the same time, they usually
say something new. They give new information.

Very often it is the first part of the sentence which refers back, and the last
part which gives new information. For example:

__which do not die slowly . but are compietely destroyedby one great
explosion. These are known as ‘supeinovae’

The first word (‘these’) in the underlined sentence refers back to something
already mentioned — the old stars destroyed by one great explosion. The
rest of the sentence (‘are known as “supernovae’’) gives the reader new
information.

In each of these examples from the passage, the first few (underlined) words
refer back to something already mentioned. Decide what.

line 11 (a) As they do so, they let out huge clouds of material . . .
line 16 (b) The death is a slow one, . . .

line 26 (c) The explosion itself occurs suddenly . . .
line 28 (d) It has been shining . . .

6. The moon

Look at these sentences:

The time it takes the moon to orbit* is called the lunar month.

Twenty seven days is|one lunar month.
NEW INFORMATION | IREFERRING BACK

We can rewrite the second sentence so that the first part refers back and the
last part gives new information:

The time it takes the moon to orbit is called the lunar month.

One lunar month{isjtwenty seven days.
REFERRING BACK | [NEW INFORMATION

’
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‘Here are some more sentences about the moon, Earth’s nearest neighbour.
Rewrite them in the same way.

{a) Atthe equator” the moon’s temperature reaches 28°C. The hottest part of
the moon is of course the equator.

(b) Some of the craters* of the moon are very large. The same structure is seen
in the large and:small craters.

(c) The lunar month is getting longer. The moon is moving farther away. so'the
lunar month is ge,}ting longer.

(d) The moon does not-have any light of its awn. The sun shines its lightonto the
moon. . : . -

(¢) The mdon is a great ball of rock. The earth is eighty times the size of the
moon. ‘ .

11 »

7. The death of our sun

Novae and supernovae are millions of miles away. Much more important to
us (in about 10,000.000.000 years™ time!) is the death of our own sun. Here is
what will happen:

Sun gets much hotter. The oceans
of the earth are boiled by the sun.

A =

As sun gets hotter, it expands. The
planets nearest the sun (including
earth perhaps) are swallowed by sun

Sun starts cooling.
Begins to collapse

The sun and planets |
are dead J




