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BUE Gates 00 s Boghood

As a child— and as an adult as
_____ ® It has been
Sald that in order to counteract this,
Mary drew up weekly clothing plans for
him. On Mondays he might go to school
in blue, on Tuesdays in green, on
Wednesdays in brown, on Thursdays in
black, and so on. Weekend meal
schedules might also be planned in de-
tail. Everything had to fit in. Bill Gates
hated wasting time, at work or during
his leisure time.
Dinner table discussions in the Gate’s
family home were always lively and edu-
cational. “It was a rich environment in




which to learn, "Bill remembered.

Bill’s contemporaries, even at the
age, recognized that he was excep-
tional

_____ he and his

friends would go lo summer camp. Bill

®  FEvery vear,

especially liked swimming and other
sports. One of his summer camp friends
recalled, “He was never a kind of kid
you didnt wani on your team. We all
knew Bill was smarter than us. Even
back then, when he was nine or ten
vears old, he talked like an adult and
could express himself in ways that none
of us understood. ™

Bill was also well ahead of his
classmates in mathematics and science.
He needed to go to a school that chal-
lenged him. His parents decided to send
him to Lakeside—an all-boys’ school for
exceptional students. It was Seattle’s
most exclusive school and was noted for
its rigorous academic demands, a place
where “even the dumb kids were smart”.

l.zkeside allowed students to pur-
sue their own interests, to whatever ex-
tent they wished. The school prided it-

self on making conditions and facilities
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available that would enable all its stu-
dents to reach their full potential. It was
the ideal environment for someone like
Bill Gates.

In 1968, the school made a deci-
sion that would change thirteen-year-old
Bill Gate’s life and that of many of oth-
ers, too.

Funds were raised, mainly by par-
ents, that enabled the school to gain
access to a computer—a Program Data
Processor (PDP) —through a teletype
machine. Type in a few instructions on
the teletype machine and a few seconds
later the PDP would type back its re-
sponse. Bill Gates was immediately
hooked ®—so was his best friend at the
time, Kent Evans, and another student,
Paul Allen, who was two years older
than Bill.

Whenever they had free time, and
sometimes when they didn’t they would
dash over to the computer room 10 use the
machine. The students became so sin-
gle-minded that they soon overtook their
teachers in knowledge about computing
and got into a lot of trouble because of




their obsession ® . They were neglecting
their other studies—every piece of work
was handed in late. Classes were cut.
Computer time was also proving to be
very expensive. Within months, the
whole budget that had been set aside for
the year had been used up.

At Bill was already
writing short programs for the computer

fourteen,

to perform. Early games programs such
as Tic-Tac-Toe, or Noughts and Cross-
es, and Lunar Landing were written in
what was to become Bill’s second lan-
guage, BASIC.

One of the reasons Bill was so
good at programming is because it is
mathematical and logical. During his
time at Lakeside, Bill scored a perfect
eight hundred on a mathematics test. It
was extremely imporiant to him to get
this grade—he had to take the test more
than once in order to do it.

If Bill Gates was going to be good at
something, it was essential to be the best.

Bill's and Paul’s fascination with
computers and the business world meant

that they read a great deal. Paul en-
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joyed magazines like Popular Electron-
ics, while Bill read business maga-
zines. Computer time was expensive
to get more time and because Bill already
had an insight into what they could
achieve financially, the two of them de-
cided to set themselves up as a compa-
ny: The Lakeside Programmers Group.
“Let’s call the real world and try to sell

something to it! ” Bill announced.

1) untidy [an'taidi] adi R&FEEH, FHBEH
2) exceptional ik'sepfonl] ad. 5&FF & Aks
3) hooked [hukt] adj. #7838 ( hook B &AL " R#")
4) obsession [ab'sezon] n. #ik

5) desperate. ['desporat] odi % 2#

AER

Choose one best answer for each of the following questions. )
1) Bill needed to go to a school that challenged him because . *
A. he lagged behind his classmates in math and other courses
B. he was ahead of his classmates in math and science
C. his teacher was incapabie of teaching him
2) What is the true of the following stalements?
A. Bill hales wasting time.
B. Bill iikes studying in a chafienging situation.

C. Both A and B.




T _9
¢F meEs
ST SRR M, Wik *
WA 3 .
1 *

ey
N HRET |
RIART—HHEHRITR
8 FE— Bk gLk, &iF
F—F kS A ER,

2 HE—F B EAI TIHR |

. . . }
é}'if =1 ’T(.w:r.'y. l_!fz?._\m}f: ‘_z_.-_/mu :’q:;

To get cash out in the 21st centu-
ry, you won't need a bank card, a PIN @
or even have to move a finger. You will
simply have to look the cash machine
straight in the eye, claims National
Cash Registers, a multinational ©
company that makes automated teller
machines, or ATMs © .

PIN on a screen, the Super

your
Teller— Stella for short asks you ver-

bally through a loudspeaker to look
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of your iris. For identification purposes,
an iris scan is better than a fingerprint,
with around 256 distinct characteristics
compared with 40 for fingerprints. This
means that the chances of someone else
being recognized in your place is about
1 in 10?°. Once you’ ve been identified,
Stella greets you by name and says:
“Would you like cash or a statement?”
An infrared port allows the machine to
send a bank statement straight to your
palmtop ® computer.

1) PIN  personal idensification number A~ A 1%5] 4 5
2) Multinational [imalti'nefanl] adj. " B 8", 4 : multinational compan~

BN,

3) ATM  automated teller machine § 35t 40

4) prototype ['proutautaip] n. #4045, 8% HE

5) prompt [prampt] v #3445

6) infrared ['infra'red] adj. fr4F8 &

7) snapshot ['snepfot] n. #8 *
8) palmtop ['parmtop} n. ¥ L &)

RAZE

Please answer the following questions.

1) What is ATMs?

2) Can the machine called Stella talk to you and what it says?




w["h:
;‘;ﬂ g_!jg-—-o

X SR M R, Miket *
43 a4,
e o ®
2 T |

#4k R IBM, A f AMD *
AEMEFRANT R, EME
k30 B o @y E AR E AL N

W«
| L]

What's the fastest desktop PC on
the market? The Cool Athlon 800, from
South Carolina-based KryoTech Inc., is
the fastest PC ever shipped. It runs off
a regularold AMD Athlon chip (a 600
MHz model), but KryoTech uses a

that cools the chip down to —40 de-
grees Celsius, When microprocessors ®
get colder, they run faster, and that’s
how the Cool Athlon can getup to 800
MHz. The system retails at a reason-
able ® $2,200. And unlike an ordinary
PC, the Cool Athlon is fully supported

by AMD.
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That KryoTech pulled this stunt
with AMD’s Athlon chip and not the

classic Intel Pentium demonstrates how

ket has become. When AMD intro-
duced a 650 MHz Athlon chip back, it
seized the lead in the speed race from
Intel for the first time, and IBM and
Compaq both promptly signed on to
build Athlon-based PCs.

Is AMD the new Intel? Not yet.
Should Intel be worried? Most defi-
nitely. All this competition means more
computing power for less money for the

consumer.

1) proprictary [pra'praistori] adj. ¥#189, % %8

2) microprocessor [mikrou'prausesa] n. AR E

3) reasonable ['rizznabl] adj. F % ¥ #

4) tenuous [‘tenjuas] odj BB, FHE&; EFREH

v i

)

Please answer the following questions orally.
1) What is the effect of temperature on the running of the microprocessor?
2} Which compary is currently leading in the speed race?
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