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Introduction

This is the result of the major project of social science of our
country during the period of “the Seventh Five-Year Plan”. Pro-
fessor Lei Jieqiong is the Chief of the project. The content of this
book includes two parts:The first part is the monograph,the sec-
ond one is the research report of rural areas. The members of the
project group spent about five years to finish the work by the
field work interviewing 2,799 peasants’ families in the Beijing
Suburbs, Huangchuan County (Henan Province), Sichuan
Province, the Shanghai suburbs, Guangdong Province and the
farms of Heilongjiang Province and by the analysis of the data
from these peasants’ families. This book gives its focus on the
great change of rural families of our country since the reform of
the economical system,and the way of adaption and the capacity
of bearing of that peasants family copes with the social change.
The authors give a overall perspectiwe and analysis for the mar-
riage and the family of the Chinese countryside in the fields of
family structure and family size,family function,family relation-
ship,age of the first marriage, way of knowing,way of making
marriage decision and standard of mate selection,and have many
new ideas. This book has important value of academy and actual
significance with its depth and range of research, and, with its
new development of research in the field of rural sociology of

marriage and family.
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