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A Quiet Life

You will hear ten short conversations twice. For each question,

mark A, B or C for the most suitable picture or phrase.

1. A.

4. A. $10. B. $30.
5. A. At 17,320. B. At 17,560.

6. A. Three hours.
B. More than three hours.
C. Less than three hours.
7. A. $35. B. $40.

C. $40.

C. At 1

6,880.

C. $70.



8. A.|'™ C. "™
9. A. 7845362. B. 7485362. C. 7845632.
10. A. 20 days. B.17 days. C. 12 days.

B You will hear some background information about Bill Gates. It

will be read twice. Fill in the blanks with the numbers you hear.
Bill Gates was bornon__1 , 1955 to a wealthy Seattle family.
He was a naughty but gifted child. At __2 |, he began programming

in the BASIC language. By the time hewas _ 3 , Gates had sold
his __ 4 program — a school scheduling system. The deal brought
him US$__ 5 . Gates and Harvard classmate Paul Allen established

Microsoftin __ 6 . Gates was convinced ({%) software would be

more important than hardware. Microsoft’s big break came in _7 .
That year, Gates and his young colleagues signed an agreement to
provide operating system MS-DOS for International Business
Machines new personal computer. In March _8 , Microsoft stock
went publicin __ 9 __ of the most celebrated offerings of its time. By
the next year, the company’s rising stock price had made Gates the

youngest self-made billionaire atage __ 10 .

®
C You will hear two passages. Each will be read twice. Listen u

carefully and choose the right answer to each question.

Passage One
1. When was Mr Finch’s cottage (/%) built?

A. In 1788. B. In 1588. C.In 1518.
2. Where was the cottage?

A. In a town. B. In a village. C. In a seaside village.



3. Why didn’t Mr Finch like living there?
A. Because the cottage was too old.
B. Because the cottage was uninteresting.
C. Because a lot of tourists came to see his cottage.
4. How did Mr Finch try to stop the visitors from coming?
A. He put a notice in the window.
B. He put a notice on the door.
C. He drove them away.
5. What did Mr Finch do with the cottage?
A. He used it to make money.
B. He sold it.

C. He worked there as a guide.

Passage Two
1. The computer industry in that country has been developing
rapidly over the
A. past five years
B. last decade
C. last two decades
2. Now it’s very to use computers.
A. easy and chéap
B. difficult and expensive

C. easy but expensive

3. Some computers even have that speak with the operators.
A. voices
B. sounds
C. noises

4. use computers to keep records of their inventories (#f
D& ).

A. Industries
B. Stores
C. Offices



5. Offices use computers to type and make with other offices.

A. appointments
B. information

C. communication

Listening




.2 Reading

Text A

The Web Lifestyle

f you ask people today why they use telephone
I to communicate with their friends or why they turn
to television for entertainment, they would look at you as
if you were crazy. We don’t think about a telephone or a
television or a car as being oddities. These things have
become such an integral part of life that they are no longer
noticed, let alone remarked upon.

In the same way, within a decade no one will notice
the Web. It will just be there, an integral part of life. It
will be a reflex to turn to the Web for shopping, education,
entertainment and communication, Jjust as it is natural
today to pick up the telephone to talk to someone.

There is incredible interest in the Web. Yet it is still
infancy. The technology and the speed of response are
about to leap forward. This will move more and more
people to the Web as part of their everyday lives.
Eventually, everyone’s business card will have an
electronic mail address. Every lawyer, every doctor and
every business — from large to small — will be connected.

In the United States elections, people now turn to



Internet to see real-time results. The Pathfinder mission to
the Mars and the problems with the Mir space station drew
millions of people to the Web for more up-to-date details
than were available elsewhere. »

A change like this is often generational. Where older
people have to learn something new outside their everyday
experiences, kids who grow up with a new technology simply
treat it as given. College campuses in particular are providing

_the ingredients to generate the critical mass for a Web ready
culture.

Today in the United States, there are over 22
million adults using the Web, about half of -

whom access the Internet at least once a day. ’: h

Meanwhile, the variety of activities on the Web : mv
is broadening at an amazing rate. There is 1

o e
almost no topic on which you cannot find fairly -

interesting material on the Web. Many of these sites are
getting excellent traffic flow. Want to buy a dog? Or sell a
share? Or order a car? Turn to the Internet. Where are we
going to get the time to live with the Web? In some instances,
people will actually save time because the Web will make
doing things more efficient than in the past. Being able to
get information about a major purchase, for example. Or
finding out how much your used car is worth. Or what is
your cheapest way of getting to Florida. That is very easy to
find on the Web, even today. In other instances, people will
trade the time they now spend reading the paper, or
watching television, for information or entertainment they
will find on the computer screen. Americans, particularly
young ones, will spend less time in front of a television

screen, more on the Web.




We usually overestimate what we can do in two years
and underestimate what we can do in ten. The Web will be

as much a way of life as the car by 2008. Probably before.
(519 words)
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