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INTRODUCTION

A LOOK INTO THE FUTURE

Andrew Mann and his family had spent the day in Recrea-
tion Zone 14, outside City Dome 2.2 Tt had been a lovely day.
The sun felt good,® and although the air inside the city’s domes
was always fresh and clear, it somehow never had the pleasant
coolness of a fresh autumn day on the outside.

They had walked in the woods, eaten their meal outside and
fished in the stream, but now it was time to go. Andrew had
called by radio for a ‘heli-bus,’”* and they were waiting for it
at one of the stations. It was expected in ten minutes. But
a swift wind had started to blow, and the sky was rapidly
filling with dark, threatening clouds.® Andrew looked anx-
iously about him;® he had again forgotten about such changes
in the weather outside.

Just then, a warning bell sounded and a “quick-shelter”?
built itself around them. And just in time too, because the
first drops of rain were starting to fall. Moments later, the
storm burst in all of its fury.®! Nevertheless, the unpiloted
heli-bus? arrived on time. It flew down and landed on the grass
next to the shelter. Janis, Andrew’s teenage daughter,’® and
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her younger brother Jimmy climbed into the two front seats,
while Andrew and Mrs. Mann sat in the rear.’* Andrew
snapped the door shut!? and the heli-bus rose straight up into
the air.

As they sped back toward Dome 4, which enclosed their
section of the city, Jimmy asked, “Dad, how does the heli-bus
know where to go?”

“Well, when I called on the radio to Transportation
Center,*® T told them where we were and where we wanted to
go. They simply directed the automatic flight control system
to connect with the station where we were waiting, and then to
take us to Domeport 4.4

“Oh,” said Jimmy. “It’s as simple as that.””1%

Andrew noticed that the weather was already beginning to
clear. He was glad, because a view from the air was the only
way to see the unbelievably large size of Eastern Region 1,6
which stretched along the eastern part of the United States from
the old city of Boston, Massachusetts,'? in the north to Rich-
mond, Virginia,’® in the south. It would be impressive to
anyone, but it was especially so to him because he had been
raised in a rural arca, where a region of 75 million people was
thougnt to be brig. Eastern Region 2, which started just below
“1,” extended to the lower tip of the southern state of Florida.

What he liked about New Boston, their home, was the
city’s well planned organization and structure. Consisting
of two linear cities that crossed each other, each composed of
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six domes lying in a line,'® the city’s organization and X-
shaped® structure were quite clear from high up in the air.

He wondered how long the open space and recreation areas
between the arms of the city?! would remain open, because the
country’s population was still increasing rapidly. Even now
the city’s computers were determining whether to add domes to
the ends of the arms,?? or to begin new arms. He wondered,
too, who had first thought of crossing two cities. All the domes
were now inter-connected by rapid trains running through
tubes;?3 this had reduced some of the heavy traffic in the air,
which had become dangerous. The whole idea had been
very successful and was being copied elsewhere.

They were passing over Dome 1. This was the first part
of New Boston to be covered by a dome and so it was still
covered in “glastic”’?*—a combination of glass and plastic no
longer used but still serviceable. The glastic domes were the
first ones that had been able to capture the sun’s heat® in the
summer and change it into power. Like each of the city’s
domes, Dome 1 had a landing place for heli-busses—called a
domeport—on its top.

As the heli-bus dropped softly onto Domeport 4, Andrew
noticed the spidery pattern of roads leading out from the
domeport?® to the twenty or so buildings that were tall enough
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to rise-above the dome. A transportation system almost a
mile high and therefore not visible from the ground had been
built within the dome to reduce the amount of traffic on the
ground and provide a new route for travel within Dome 4.

The family entered a special passenger carrier marked
“District 14” that transported them swiftly along the gently
curving, see-through route?’ to Tower North. The -carrier
stopped briefly in the sky entrance for a waiting passenger, and
then took them down to their apartment on the 152nd floor.
While Mrs. Mann ordered dinner from the building’s Central
Service Department,?® Andrew checked the communication
machine for messages. There was one reminding Andrew and
Jimmy that they had orchestra practice in the school meeting
room (5th floor) at 20:30 and another reminding Janis that she
had a sports lesson in Recreation Area 1 (207th floor, north)
at 20:00. Mrs. Mann thought she might go sw1mm1ng (208th
floor) while Janis had her lesson.

Although the apartment was not the best one they had ever
lived in—for example, it did not have the - latest machines?®
that did all the housework—it was close to Andrew’s business
office which was on the 33rd floor of the tower. From their
dining porch, they looked out over the city and even beyond,
to the bay. There they could see being constructed in the
shipyard the first of the seven neighborhoods3® that would some
day constitute the Floating City.?! After this first neighbor-
hood was completed it would be floated to its anchoring place
alongside Dome 4 where it would provide badly needed housing
and office space. Because of the monolithic (single-structure)
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design®? of the neighborhood, a weather-control dome was
not necessary. As the other neighborhoods were built, they
would be added to the first, until the whole had become a com-
plete floating city. At that time, a ‘“city center” platform,*
containing theaters, specialty shops, a medical center, and other
buildings would be added.

Now that®* considerable experiencz had been gained in
the building of floating cities, it had been suggested that the idea
of a seagoing city® should be considered. Clearly, the big,
tall design of the neighborhood was not a good one for ocean
travel; but building a lower, powered city of ten or twenty
thousand inhabitants®® was no problem. The question was,
were enough people interested in living on such a “ship city”*’
to make the idea useful? Andrew, who had been working at
his present job for five years and was entitled to a year’s ab-
sence with pay,® thought he might be interested. Others, like
artists and writers, might be able to take their work with them.
And, with the availability of advanced communications,*
even executives and others might be able to work quite success-
fully from a floating city.

A market study was being made?® by the shipbuilding com-
pany to test the idea. “Perhaps,” thought Andrew, “a slow,
restful ocean trip around the world** would be fun.”
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Andrew explained the idea to the family. They were very
much interested. Mrs. Mann said, “It sounds like a lovely
idea, but what about the children’s education?’42

“No problem,” said Andrew. ‘‘There would bz full educa-
tional opportunities through secondary school on board the
floating city.** Remember, this would be a city, not a ship.”

42. what about the children's education: HAJJEMHBTELHB?
43. There would be...floating city: BLEPFHXAMTEILEFEIONSZ
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CHAPTER ONE

WHAT IS A CITY?

By the time the 21st century arrives, it is estimated that
the population of the United States will have increased from
today’s 200 million to as much as 300 million.! This means
that it will be necessary to build 400 more cities of a quarter of
a million inhabitants each!? And this does not include rebuild-
ing existing housing that will continue to need repairs as the
years pass.®

Obviously, the problem could be solved by building
twenty cities of 5 million each, or 4,000 cities of 25,000 in-
habitants. Either solution would require a great amount of
building. Another possibility would be to try to. crowd all
these additional people into existing cities.* But the important
fact is that most of them will live in and around cities.

Even today, despite the traditional American way of settl-
ing in the wilderness® or living on farms, almost 75 percent of
all Americans live in urban areas. And if present tendencies
of population movement continue, the percentage will increase,
as it has increased in the past quarter century. It has been said
that by the end of the present century, 90 to 95 percent of all
Americans will live in urban areas. The consequences of this
population shift® are enormous. According to one estimate,
between now and the year 2000 there will be as much urban

as much as 300 million: #®={zz %,

build 400 more cities... each: BXBEEFEEF+HEFA DNRT.
as the years pass: Bi# % Hmwii,

to crowd...into existing cities: JEBERFAHMEADEEERG BRI

&k,
5. despite the traditional American way .. .wilderness: REJMEHRE AR

F KRR R 2K 35 P 45 4
6. population shift: ARE#H. KABADE S HEEBERTY,

DW=



building as has occurred in all man’s history up to the present
time.”

Information gathered between the years 1947-1967 shows
that central cities have not increased at all in population, and
that even the number of persons visiting big city centers has
tended to remain the same.

The increase of population has been, and probably will
continue to be, in the suburbs of these big cities. But this kind
of growth creates serious problems, which are expressed in
such terms as ““suburban spread,”’® and “Spread City, U.S.A.”
Another term that is sometimes used is “slurb.” Although
actually a combination of “slum”™ and *“‘suburb,”® a “slurb”
has also been described as a suburban spread linked to urban
disorder by many confusing roads.

Suburbs, with smaller populations, cannot -effectively
provide the public transportation, schools, and services that
cities can.  People may move to the suburbs but they want city
conveniences.’? For example, in the suburbs the only way to
move around easily is by car. But the poor people cannot
afford cars, and so cannot conveniently travel to jobs and
recreation. Furthermore, cars produce poisonous gases and,
equally troublesome, they need many roads. On the west
coast, in Los Angeles, California, approximately two-thirds
of the land has been given to roads, highway crossings, and
parking areas.

Those who have moved to the suburbs for some peace and
quiet, and to escape the high costs of city living, begin to find
that life there is not quite as ideal as they were led to believe it
would be. Open land disappears under houses, industry, and
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shopping centers, and taxes are increased to support schools
and other services!* needed in new areas.

As suburban growth continues, another effect is seen.
The suburbs of neighboring cities and towns begin to combine
with each other, making a solid mass of houses, roads, factories,
and gas stations.’? For instance, New York City grew from 2.5
million people in 1891 to 7.9 million in 1950. Actually, it
began to combine with such nearby cities as Jersey City'® and
Newark,* New Jersey,'® and Stamford, Connecticut.l® = The
result has been a metropolitan area that now includes some -20
million inhabitants.

This, then is the metropolis?? (from the Greek méter,
meaning mother, and polis, meaning city) that is so often dis-
cussed—a large collection of cities, towns, and suburbs with a
central city that provides much of the employment and enter-
tainment for the others. With the help of modern transporta-
tion, the metropolis can be reached regularly from fifty or more
miles from the center, permitting it to grow more than a hundred
times larger than the largest cities of the past.’® ' It is in these
areas outside the cities that the major population growth is
occurring.'?

The City—For and Against®®

Scarcity of land is not the cause of metropolitan growth.
The United States has more than three million square miles of
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land area.?* If the current population were uniformly distri-
buted over this area, there would be an average of 66 persons
per square mile. Obviously the United States is far from being
overcrowded,?? even if unlivable areas like mountain tops and
deep valley bottoms are not considered for use. However,
with modern heating, transportation, and building methods,
there are not many places that cannot be made suitable for
living.2* Difficult and distant areas can encourage the most
challenging and startling kinds of building.?* Snow-filled
places like Vail?® and Snowmass-at-Aspen,?® both in the western
state of Colorado,?” are examples of attractive, planned vaca-
tion communities?® that are being built in unlikely places.?

Fully 70 percent® of all Americans live on only about
2 percent of the land! So, if they are crowded, we know whose
fault it is. And again, it seems likely that they will continue
to follow the pattern of living in cities.?* What will happen,
you may ask, when metropolises begin to grow together? This
too is already happening, and has been given a name: megalo-
polis.3 The word comes from two Greek words, megalo,
meaning large or great, and polis, meaning city. It is expected
that someday the majority of Americans will be living in only
three such areas; one stretching from the area of Boston,
Massachusetts, to Washington, D.C.; a second in the Great
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Lakes region® of the Midwest; and a third along the Pacific
Coast, from San Francisco,** California, to San Diego, Ca-
lifornia. A fourth, a little smaller, may develop in the southern
part of Florida.’¢ Clearly, the megalopolis extends over large
areas; in the United States it includes many states.

Nevertheless, 16 million Americans live in small towns.
Another 54 million Americans live in rural areas, both farm
and non-farm.*

Obviously life away from the city also has something to
offer.** Those who think about this kind of thing—town and
city planners, architects, politicians, scientists—seem to be
divided in their feelings;3° they are either city lovers or city ha-
ters.

The city haters blame all the ills of society*’ on the big city.
They think of cities as causing violence, drug habits,%* mental
illness, crime, nervousness, divorce, and whatever else is bad.
The great American architect Frank Lloyd Wright said that
people who live in cities were like herds of dull cattle, or like ants
crawling along to a hole somewhere.

Somewhat less violent was the 19th-century American
philosopher Ralph Waldo Emesseon.*™ who said that cities
force growth and make menpMalkative and g¢ntertaining, but
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they also make men false.**> Genghis Khan,* the 13th-century
Mongol leader, felt so threatened by cities that he completely
destroyed a large number of them when he conquered Asia.
Mr. Wright divided ancient man into two groups: those who
lived in caves, like modern city people, and those who wandered
from place to place. He said he hoped that men would return
to the ways of the wandering tribe—the adventurers. But, as
we mentioned earlier, they are not. They are moving to the
cities in ever-increasing numbers.

The city lovers would state that no one is forcing them into
these “prisons with glass fronts”4® and that the great majority
of the inhabitants have come willingly—often joyously—to
escape the dullness, boredom, and lack of opportunity of many
rura] areas. The city lovers would add that taking in great
numbers of different kinds of people may give the big cities pro-
blems occasionally, but these new people, with their strange
habits and ways, are what make the cities interesting, different
and exciting. The 20th-century philosopher Paul Tillich4¢
wrote: “By its nature,*” the metropolis provides what other-
wise could be given only by travel; namely, the strange.” In
some large cities, practically every nationality in the world is
represented: And where else except in a city the size of New
York can you find dozens of different kinds of schools for
special study?

It is not the purpose of this book to decide who is right, the
city lovers or the city haters. Rather it is to emphasize that
not only does man build cities but that cities also build man.4®
The Finnish-American?®® architect Eliel Saarinen said that man’s
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