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Preface to Oxford Advanced Learner’s i
Dictionary of Current English fourth edition

It is just over forty years since OUP published its first edition of the late A S
Hornby’s Advanced Learner’s Dictionary. Thi$ was a remarkable pioneering work,
based on detailed research into aspects of English usage (including construction
patterns and collocations) known to cause difficulties for foreign students, and
reflecting a clear understanding of their needs as readers and writers of the
language. Hornby perceived that proficiency in English implied the ability to
compose as well as to understand, and that the learner’s dictionary must be
designed to develop both kinds of skill.

In planning the present edition I have built on the strengths of the Hornby
tradition, giving close attention to grammatical words and patterns and even
greater prominence than before to illustrative examples. But there are some
major innovations, including a completely revised verb pattern scheme and a
redesigned entry structure, facilitating access to idioms, derivatives and
compounds, as well as to the individual senses of polysemous words. The
dictionary has benefited from a four-year programme of basic research carried
out by the OUP Lexical Research Unit at the University of Leeds, especially in
its thematic treatment of verbs and nouns in the new Notes on Usage. It has

profited greatly, too, from access to the very rich resources of the Oxford English
Dictionary archive.

The fourth edition has drawn on the expert knowledge of several specialists. The
late Professor A C Gimson was among the first to be involved in planning, but
his untimely death deprived us of his guidance as work proceeded. The job of
Phonetics Editor was taken on and very ably carried out by a close colleague, Dr
Susan Ramsaran. She has provided, as a new feature, a full treatment of variant
pronunciations and of stress in idioms and illustrative phrases.

This comprehensive revision has also called for collaborative effort by a large
group of specialist editors and computer staff at Oxford. The result testifies to
the commitment and professional skill of the whole team; but particular thanks
are due to Moira Hardcastle, Richard Milbank and Ann Watson for carrying the
responsibility for specific aspects of the revision over very long periods.

To the OALD Unit Manager, Jonathan Crowther, an additional measure of
thanks is due. He has played a key role at every stage of the project and I pay
tribute to him, in particular for his co-ordination of a complex computer
program, his meticulous attention to the detail of dictionary organization and his
exemplary editing.

A P Cowie
University of Leeds:

xiii



FIBEFBFSEX

BB AS ERHEN(Advanced Learner’s Dictionary) A M4 #k % th it
RATE MR UAHE T4k, SRR SRR e EH IR THRIEN
FF R (EESMERMBRER), A NI E 24 % 5 R R R 17 gk, Fr e
HEEFE M BMMREENBERENEGE. ERMASINEBLENUET EHER,
WEE Tz M, b %) BB AR BN i 2 B X B R h fe.

FER AN, REBRE—mBOit R F FNEERIEMEREN, KGTE N
R THREERG. ATHALERES, SEZEBI THARIRGMERRH TE
a0y, XRERUET E RE SUAK A SOR, fE T ERE. REEH . B GHE.

A {) B4 2 AR R 28 T AR HOK 2 R R LB ST AR B LR, X R E R R R
T Jo it PU4E B9 — T BRI AT . FA1ER 3% S IRAG A R LB O T I B iR AN A Rl T AL
| A —FBE KT 4 EEEHKB(Oxford English Dictionary) ({4 m3igin
) ) PR MINCA FE ERIBTRL

SN IREFILLRE SR EY. B8 AC FEAHBRYNS SHUFRERZ—,
(AR E B, BUERN TR PRk S FARNESRE THEEHRNEER
R - RUREERI A RATI Y —E. mRAET M FE, REXMSEARIERR
A E S T R

KRS FE TS F A FRRE L 1 1 RBATH LT /AR E S YR8, 4 RUBH
T REBERNMER, RAKEFEROIED; AERHIBANZEET - KRR,
BAE  KEHEEHNE - KR, 25 RARBESH XTENEITLE

REM(OALDY IS T B ATFAR - RHFHKEN. MEMR TS THE
2R, ARSI E it B VRS LA T, e AR T H— 2
RE . BRI SR AR

AP %
RIZEKF

Xiv



pursue /pa‘sjuz; US -'suz; pa-'su/ v [Tn] (fiml)
1 follow (sb/sth) esp in order to catch or kill;

;
faccia (also: fasrcim) /'feffo;  ‘fefo/ n
1 = DASHBOARD (DASH'). 2 board, etc with a
name on it, put above the front entrance of a
shop.

lime! /laim; laim/ n (U] 1 (also ‘quicklime)

white substance (calcium oxide) obtained by
heating limestone, used in making cement and
mortar and as a fertilizer. 2 = BIRDLIME (BIRD).

=
march! /ma:tf; martf/ v 1 {a) [, Ipr, Ip] walk
e

as soldiers do, with regular steps of equal
length: Quick march! ie a military command
to start marching © Demonstrators marched
through the streets. © They marched in and took
over the town. © march by, past, in, out, off,
away, etc © The army has marched thirty miles

today. (b) [1, Ipr, Ip] walk purposefully and
determinedly: She marched in and demanded

an apology. (¢} [Tnpr, To-pl cause (sb)
to march: march the troops up and down
o They marched the prisoner away. © She

was marched into a cell. 2

(infml or joc) be told/tell sb to go; be
dismissed/dismiss sb: She was totally unre-
liable, so she gotiwas given her marching
orders. 3 (phr v) march past (sb) (of troops)
march ceremonially past (an honoured guest,
a high-ranking officer, etc), eg in a parade. >
marcher n: freedom marchers © civil-rights
marchers.




L

¥
la-bor-at-ory /lIs'boratri; US 'lebrato:rs; 'lxbra-

o1/ n room or building used for (esp
scientific) research, experiments, testing, etc.

pronunciation of the headword

with the different pronunciation
used by speakers of American
English & iR]#Y i R R A KIERIES

pigeon /'pidsmn; ‘pud3in/ i 1 (a) [C] any of

several types of wild or tame bird of the dove

[ —

family: a ‘carrier-/'homing-pigeon, ie one

trained to carry messages or to race as a
sport. o>illus at App 1, page iv. (b) [U] flesh
of a wild pigeon eaten as food: [attrib] pigeon

stress marks in idioms and

pie. 2 (idm) 'one’s pigeon (infm!) one’s res-

ponsibility or business: I don't care where the

s - —
money comes from: that’s not ‘'my pigeon. put/

examples SEFT F b ) T bk

reference to the headword where
an idiom is defined 3£, 457

set the cat among the pigeons © CAT!. +——— SIS (£ 00 & i 4

v
champ' /tfemp; tfemp/ v 1 [1, Tn] (esp of

headwords with the same spelling
separated by different numbers

horses) chew (food) noisily. 2 [Ipr, Tn]

PHEAERIRE R, LURRES 85 1

~ (at/on) sth ?of horses) bite at sth nervously

or impatiently: horses champing at the bit. 3

[L Ipr, It} ~ (at sth) (used esp in the «

continuous tenses) be eager or impatient, esp
to begin sth: He was champing with rage at the
delay. © The boys were champing to start. 4
(idm) ,champ at the 'bit (infml) be restlessly
impatient to start doing sth.

information about which
preposition to use after the
headword 3 {15 /9% i A1 18 Fl 3538080

— special note on grammar or usage
inTAE N R R

— part of speech label {723¢45E

¥
champ? /tfemp; tfemp/ n (infml) = CHAMPION

e

headword and definition number

where the meaning is given
HE PHA W E AR LTS

shake' fferk; fek/ v (pt shook /fuk; fuk/, pp «— irregular forms of a verb with

shaken /'feikon; ‘fekon/) 1 (a) [La, I, Tn,
Tnp, Cn-a] ~ sb/sth (about/arcund) (cause

pronunciation A< H MR (k&I
e

sb/sth to) move quickly and often jerkily from
side to side or up and down: a bolt shaking
loose in an engine.

codes showing the verb patterns
shi LG




v
safe! /seif; sef/ adj (-r, -st) 1 [pred] ~ (from
g 3 o

sth/sb) protected from danger and harm;

secure: You'll be safe here. O safe from attack/

comparative and superlative forms
of the adjective J& 717 G &
% ;
—- grammatical information about

adjectives J& % i e ik LAY B 00

attackers. 2 [pred]...

irregular plural form of a noun

v
mouse /maus; maus/ n (pl mice /mars; mars/)

1 (often in compounds) (any of several kinds
of) small rodent with a long thin tail: a 'house
mouse O a ‘field-mouse © harvest-mouse.

with pronunciation 4 i@#0 A0S
MRS

v
illus. 2 (fig esp joc or derog) shy, timid
4

reference to an illustration on the
page 25 4 il iEHE

person: His wife, a strange little mouse, never
said anything. © Are you a man or a mouse (ie

brave or cowardly)? 3 (computing) small
hand-held device that is moved across a
desk-top, etc to produce a corresponding
movement of the cursor, with buttons for

labels giving information about
usage FEAMEE

label showing specialist subject
area [ HA SR bk

entering commands. cillus at COMPUTER. «—— reference to an illustration at

another entry 2/ 5 —im &

—

ash' /&f; =f/ n (a) [C] tree commonly found in

grammatical information about
nouns £ {E{Ei5E b B

forests, with silver-grey bark and hard close-
v

grained wood. oillus at App 1, page i.

reference to an illustration in the

Appendices 2 7l # 68

(b)[U] its wood, used for tool handles, etc.

ring: /rip; niy/ v (pt rang /ren; ran/, pp rung
/rag; rag/) 1 [I] make a clear resonant
sound, usu like that of a bell being struck:
Will you answer the telephone if it rings? © The
metal door rang as it slammed shut. © The
buzzer rang when the meal was ready. 2 [Tn,
Tnpr] cause (a bell, etc) to sound: ring the fire
alarm © ring the bell for school assembly. 3[La]
produce a certain effect when heard: Her

start of the phrasal verbs section

v
words rang hollow . . . 10 (phr v) ring off (Brit)

. —
end a telephone conversation: He rang off

i
before I could explain. rimg out sound loudly

and clearly: a pistol shot rang out.

BBl A 4

— phrasal verbs (special uses of a
verb with a particle or preposition)

shown in bold print i%shia (5 i

ring sth up Arecord (an amount, etc) on a cash
register: ring up all the items, the total, £6.99.

S/MAEA A AR R ), R




