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" Thanksgiving

® Thanksgiving [B8zpks'givip]
n B85
@ date [deit] n. B H
o seftler ['setla] n. fEfR &
e celebrate ['selobreit] vi. KL
o feast [fi:st] n. ¥4
@ survive [sa'vaiv] vi. £ 4
e invite [in'vait] vr. # %
@ colonist [kolanist] n. & B3 2 K,

Thanksgiving is an American holiday that takes place the last
Thursday of November. On that date in 1621, the European set-
tlers in Plymouth, Massachusetts gave their thanks to God for
letting them survive their first year in the New World. They cel-
ebrated by having a large feast or dinner. The Ingians who had
helped them were invited to that feast.

Nowadays, Thanksgiving is a family holiday. On that day, mem-
bers of the same family who live far away get together for a big
dinner. This traditional dinner reproduces the food the Plymouth
colonists served in 1621: turkey, sweet potatoes and so on.
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g What Do You Mean By This

® mean [mi:n] vi. £4§

® once [wans] adv. —ik

® upon [a'pon] prep. f= ( ¥ 8 )
® later ['leits] adv. 2.5

e marry ['meari] ve. # 4%

® twice [twais] adv. & ik

e age [eid3] n. F#

Once upen a time, there was a man with a two-year-old
daughter. His friend had a four-year-old son. One day his friend
said to him, “How about, later on, marrying your daughter to my
son?"

So the first man asked his friend, “How old is your son?"

“Four years old,” his friend answered.

Hearing this, the man got very angry and said, “How can that
be! Do you want my daughter to marry an old man?”

His friend was surprised and asked him, “What do you mean
by this?”

“Your son is four years old, but my daughter is only two,” he
said. "So your son is twice as old as my daughter. when my
daughter is 20, your son will be 40 years old. If my daughter

2
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marries your son at the age of 25, your son will be 50. Doesn't
this mean to let my daughter marry an old man?"
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_8 New Year

@ e midnight ['midnait] n. $7&
efill [fil] vi. £#&, A
o flock [flok] vi. X &
® main [mein] adj. £ &)
® strike [straik] ve. 38, 41
@ grape [greip] n. # &
@ noodle ['nu:dl] n. & %
® sunrise ['sanraiz] n. B %

At midnight on New Year’s Eve, people in Rome, ltaly, throw
out all the things they no longer want. The streets are filled with
old chairs, beds, clothes and dishes. In Madrid, Spain, the new
year comes in more quietly. People flock to the main square.
Each holds a bag of grapes. As the clock strikes twelve, the people
eat the grapes -— one for each stroke.

In Tokyo people eat noodles on New Year’s Eve. This food is
said to bring long life. Early the next morning, some Japanese
families climb Mount Fuji. There they watch the first sunrise of
the new year.
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ﬂ A Strange Dream

i: 1 171 H A L
@ e lazy ['leizi] adj. W+ &

® rub [rab] vr. 3£

® murmur ['ma:ma] vt "ok

® emperor ['empara] n. ¥4

e nonsense ['nansans] n. AL

® shout [faut] vr. =

@ impatiently [im'peifantli] adv.
At 1 3

“Get up, lazy — onel”

Still rubbing his sleepy eyes, Mingming had to rise.

“I worked till far into the night,” murmured, halif to himself.
“Daddy, | was dreaming a strange dream. | was an emperor:--”

“A pupil, who always can't finish his homework, wants to be
an emperor?”

“Why not? The Minister of Education just knelt in front of me.
| ordered him to give those parents who are teachers many many
exercises, much much homework!”

“Nonsense!” shouted the man impatiently, “Have breakfast,
then go on with your lessons!”

“But it's Sunday, Daddy.”
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_8 She Can Speak

o salesgirl ['seilzga:1] n. %4 % &
® still [stil] adv. 433
® counter ['kaunta] n. 46 &
® notice ['nautis] n. iz %
® request [rikwest] n. &K
® raise [reiz] vr. #£3
@ plastic ['plestik] n. ¥4t
® shout [faut] vi. ==&

An old woman walked into a clothes shop. She asked the sales-
girl to let her have a look at a new dress, but the girl stood still
behind the counter, taking no notice of the request. The old
woman spoke to the girl again, raising her voice a bit, but still
received no answer. The old woman looked at the girl and nod-
ded to herself, “l am too old to see well. | can’t even tell a plastic
model from a real girl!”

On hearing this, the salesgirl shouted to the old woman, “What?
Did you call me a plastic model?”

The old woman was greatly surprised. “Oh, dear me,"she said.
“The model can speak!”
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_@ Reason For Being Late

ﬁ ® entrance ['entrons] n. A &
® employee [emploi'i:] n. & &
® sign [sain] vt. £ £
e reason ('ri:zon] n. & B
e fog [fag) n. &

e delay [di'lei] vr. 3£:2
e same [seim] adj. 48 Fl &%
e usual [ju:zusl] adj. id ¥ #

At the entrance to a hig office in London there was a book in
which all employees had to sign their names when they arrived
each moming. At nine o'clock, the manager's secretary, who lived
in a small room above the office, had to draw a red line under the
last name in the book, and anyone who came after that had to
give the reason for being late.

Whenever there was a thick fog in the city, the first person
that arrived late usually wrote “Delayed by fog” below his name
and then everyone else who came after that just put “The Same”.

But one foggy morning, the first late man wrote “My fog". More
than twenty people who came after him put “The Same”"below
as usual.



