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TO READERS

To Readers

With honor, pleasure and sincerity, we present this bouquet
of flowers from the English garden to you, our dear readers.

The highest stage of learning, according to the famous
scholar, Mr. Wan Guowei(Guantang) , is like the situation as

below:

In the crowd once and again
I look for her in vain
When all at once turn my head
I find her there where lantern light is dimly shed.

We are delighted to find that we can offer English learners a
shortcut to this stage by supplying them with the best of the best
materials to study. Yes, the gem of the classical works is what
you need and want and have to study. That is the excellent ex-
cerpts of the classics. The English text is original, and the
Chinese is exactly matching the English paragraph by paragraph,
sentence by sentence, if not strictly word by word, for your
benefii. Reading real, original version will no longer be a heavy
burden; it could be a pleasure and leisure. You don’ t have to

go through all the contents, however, you will not only get the



TO READERS

plot of the story all the same, but also can learn the best parts of
it with a focused attention. That’ s why we call it a shortcut to
find her .

To arrange such a bouquet of flowers in front of you consumed
much energy and time of many people. Our sincere thanks firstly
go to the staff in the English Department of the Beijing Youth
Politics Institute, especially Mr. Yu Xibin. We also feel obliged
to the editors of Foreign Languages Press, Zeng Huijie and
Zhang Yong. Without their selfless assistance, you won’ t see
such wonderful flowers in your hands. The last but not the least,
we will be very grateful and relieved to see you enjoying this
series of books and reaching the highest stage on the English
learning road.

With the best of the best of the English works, you will be
the best of the best among Chinese peers.

Try it and enjoy yourself.
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2 ROBINSON CRUSOE

ROBINSON CRUSOE

My mother’s relations were named Robinson, a very
good Family in that Country, and from whom I was called
Robinson Kreutznaer; but by the usual Corruption of Words
in England, we are now called, nay we call our selves, and
write our Name Crusoe, and so my Companions always call’d
me.

My Head began to be fill'd very early with rambling
Thoughts: My Father, who was very ancient, had given me a
competent Share of Learning, as far as House-Education,
and a Country Free-School generally goes.

He design’d me for the Law. But I would be satisfied with
nothing but going to Sea.

My Inclination to this led me so strongly against the Will,
nay the Commands of my Father, and against all the Entreaties
and Perswasions of my Mother and other Friends, that there
seem’d to be something fatal in that Propension of Nature
tending directly to the Life of Misery which was to befal me.

My Father, a wise and grave Man, gave me serious
and excellent Counsel against what he foresaw was my
Design.

He call'd me one Morning into his Chamber, where he

was confined by the Gout, and expostulated very warmly with
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4 ROBINSON CRUSOE

me upon this Subject: He ask’d me what Reasons more than a
meer wandring Inclination I had for leaving my Father’s
House and my native Country, where I might be well intro-
duced, and had a Prospect of raising my Fortunes by Appli-
cation and Industry, with a Life of Ease and Pleasure.

He told me it was for Men of desperate Fortunes on one
Hand, or of aspiring, superior Fortunes on the other, who
went abroad upon Adventures, to rise by Enterprize, and
make themselves famous in Undertakings of a Nature out. of
the common Road; that these things were all either too far
above me, or too far below me; that mine was the middle
State, or what might be called the upper Station of Low Life.

Which he had found by long Experience was the best State
in the World, the most suited to human Happiness, not ex-
posed to the Miseries and Hardships, the Labour and Suf-
ferings of the mechanick Part of Mankind, and not embarass’d
with the Pride, Luxury, Ambition and Envy of the upper Part
of Mankind. He told me, I might judge of the Happiness of
this State, by this one thing, viz. That this was the State of

Life which all other People envied, that Kings have frequently ;

lamented the miserable Consequences of being born to great
things, and wish’d they had been placed in the Middle of the
two Extremes, between the Mean and the Great.

After this, he press’d me eamestly, and in the most af-
fectionate manner, not to play the young Man, not to pre-

cipitate my self into Miseries which Nature and the Station of
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6 ROBINSON CRUSOE

Life I was born in, seem’d to have provided against.

That 1 was under no Necessity of seeking my Bread; that
he would do well for me, and endeavour to enter me fairly
into the Station of Life which he had been just recommending
to me;In a word, that as he would do very kind things for me
if I would stay and settle at Home as he directed, so he would
not have so much Hand in my Misfortunes, as to give me any
Encouragement to go away.

And to close all, he told me 1 had my elder Brother for an
Example, to whom he had used the same earnest Perswasions
to keep him from going into the Low Country Wars, but could
not prevail, his young Desires pfompting him to run into the
Army where he was kill'd.

Tears run down his Face very plentifully, and especially
when he spoke of my Brother who was kill'd; and that when
he spoke of my having Leisure to repent, and none to assist
me, he was so mov’d, that he broke off the Discourse, and
told me, his Heart was so full he could say no more to me.

I was sincerely affected with this Discourse, as indeed who
could be otherwise? and I resolv’d not to think of going
abroad any more, but to settle at home according to my Fa-
ther’s Desire. But alas! a few Days wore it all off.

And in short, to prevent any of my Father’s farther Im-
portunities, in a few Weeks after, I resolv’d to run quite away
from him. However, I did not act so hastily neither as my

first Heat of Resolution prompted, but I took my Mother, at a
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8 ROBINSON CRUSOE

time when I thought her a litile pleasanter than ordinary, and
told her, that my Thoughts were so entirely bent upon seeing
the World, that I should never settle to any thing with Res-
olution enough to go through with it, and my Father had
better give me his Consent than force me to go without it.

This put my Mother into a great Passion: She told me, she
knew it would be to no Purpose to speak to my Father upon
any such Subject; that he knew too well what was my interest
to give his Consent to any thing so much for my Hurt.

And that she wondered how I could think of any such thing
after such a Discourse as 1 had had with my Father, and such
kind and tender Expressions as she knew my Father had us’d
to me; and that in short, if I would ruin my self there was no
Help for me; but I might depend I should never have their
Consent to it: That for her Part she would not have so much
Hand in my Destruction; and I should never have it to say,
that my Mother was willing when my Father was not.

Tho’ my Mother refused to move it to my Father, yet as I
have heard afterwards, she reported all the Discourse to him,
and that my Father, after shewing a great Concern at it, said
to her with a Sigh, That Boy might be happy if he would stay
at home, but if he goes abroad he will be the miserablest

Wretch that was ever born: I can give no Consent to it.

It was not till almost a Year after this that I broke loose, tho’ -

in the mean time I continued obstinately deaf to all Proposals of -

settling to Business, and frequently expostulating with my
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10 ROBINSON CRUSOE

Father and Mother, about their being so positively determin’d
against what they knew my Inclinations prompted me to.

But being one Day at Hull, where I went casually, and
without any Purpose of making an Elopement that time; but I
say, being there, and one of my Companions being going by
Sea to London, in his Father’s Ship, and prompting me to go
with them, with the common Alluremeht of Seafaring Men,
viz That it should cost me nothing for my Passage.

I consulted neither Father or Mother any more, nor so
much as sent them Word of it; but leaving them to hear of it
as they might, without asking God’s Blessing, or my Fa-
ther’s, without any Consideration of Circumstances or Con-
sequences, and in an ill Hour, God knows. On the first of
September 1651 I went on Board a Ship-bound for London.

The Ship was no sooner gotten out of the Humber, but the
Wind began to blow, and the Winds to rise in a most frightful
manner; and as I had never been at Sea before, I was most
inexpreessibly sick in Body, and terrify’d in my Mind.

I began now seriously to reflect upon what I had done, and
how justly I was overtaken by the Judgment of Heaven for my
wicked leaving my Father’s House, and abandoning my Duty;
all the good Counsel of my Parents, my Father’s Tears and my
Mother’s Entreaties came now fresh into my Mind, and my
Conscience, which was not yet come to the Pitch of Hardness
to which it has been since, reproach’d me with the Contempt
of Advice, and the Breach of my Duty to God and my Father.
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12 ROBINSON CRUSOE

These wise and sober Thoughts continued all the while the
Storm continued, and indeed some time after; but the next
Day the Wind was abated and the Sea calmer, and I began to
be a little inur'd to it.

In a word, as the Sea was returned to its Smoothness of
Surface and settled Calmness by the Abatement of that Storm,
so the Hurry of my Thoughts being over, my Fears and Ap-
prehensions of being swallow’d up by the Sea being forgotten,
and the Current of my former Desires return’d, I entirely forgot
the Vows and Promises that I made in my Distress.

It was my Lot first of all to fall into pretty good Company in
London, I first fell acquainted with the Master of a Ship who
had been on the Coast of Guinea; and who having had very
good Success there, was resolved to go again, And who
taking a Fancy to my Conversation, which was not at all
disagreeable at that time, hearing me say I had a mind to see
the World, told me if I wou'd go the Voyage with him I
should be at no Expence; I should be his Mess-mate and his
Companion.

And if I could carry any thing with me, I should have all
the Advantage of it that the Trade would admit; and perhaps
I might meet with some Encouragement.

I embrac’d the Offer, and entring into a strict Friendship
with this Captain.

Under him also I got a competent Knowledge of the
Mathematicks and the Rules of Navigation, learn’d how to




