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Creation

Creation

The small desk by the south window, spread with a dark green
cloth, had on its right comer a light blue porcelain vase from
which leaned two half-open red roses, like mischievous girls laugh-
ing disdainfully at the pile of hard-bound books sitting bolt-upright
in the opposite corner, their moralistic appéarance making you be-
lieve that they definitely were not romances. A silver-plated ink
box lay in the upper middle of the desk, well matched by the clean
blotter with an old letter stuck in one corner of its leather frame.
Another small desk stood under the west window. The crumpled
magazines scattered over it had knocked over a triangular green
glass thermometer. The nib of the golden fountain pen was kissing
the white forehead of a girl on an art postcard. A big drop of ink
had congealed on the nib like a black tear lamenting the pen cap’s
disappearance. A finely carved ivory rabbit, its pink eyes aslant,
gazed reproachfully at a small paper fan lying open beside it, be-
cause the rude, pushing fan had toppled it. Now it lay there sulki-
ly, revealing the fine green inscription on its white belly: “In
memory of Xianxian’s twenty-fourth birthday. From her loving hus-
band Junshi.” But the character “husband” appeared to have been
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Creation

scraped with a knife.

A sofa with a golden silk cover under the central window in the
east wall was flanked by matching armchairs like bodyguards. To
the left, against the wall, stood a cabinet with two shelves, the top
narrower one with two glass doors backed with purple silk. Oppo-
site this cabinet, to the right of the right armchair, was a clothes
tree for raincoats, capes, hats and the like. Beyond this was the
right window in the east wall, the small square table in front of it
spread with a tea-service and a cigarette container. Further on, in
the corner, was a dressing table and a small door which appeared
to lead to the bathroom. Against the north wall stood a wardrobe
with an oval mirror-door reflecting the big wooden bed below the
window in the middle of the west wall, its gauze-mosquito net and
the two people sleeping there. The bedroom door, at an oblique
angle to the west of the wardrobe, was tightly closed.

A woman’s clothes lay scattered over the sofa. A sky-blue satin
gown, black silk sleeveless jacket, white knitted bodice and pink
panties with elastic at the legs and waist. These were bundled to-
gether as if waiting to be laundered, showing how hastily their mis-
tress had undressed. From under the sofa protruded the polished
tip of a girl’s grey leather shoe, but its mate was hldmg far off un-
der the short-legged dressing table: she would have to hunt for it.
Right of the bed, near the door, was a stand for an impésing read-
ing-lamp with an amber silk shade. Beside this were a dainty
handkerchief embroidered in one corner, perfumed paper, powder-
paper, a pocket-mirror, used tram tickets, small silver coins, re-
ceipts from a department store, a tiny engagement diary with a
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Creation

gold-embossed leather cover, a brooch and small visiting-cards —
and the little things found in a young lady’s handbag. An open
magazine propped against the reading-lamp had pushed its shade
askew and stood there incongruously. On the lamp’s bronze base a
couple of little doves with outstretched wings had craned their
heads as if to guess at the title on the cover: Women and Politics .

Sunlight shone through the-gauze curtains of the east window,
dappling the cream-painted furniture with gold. Suddenly the dis-
cordant roar of a fast car sounded down below, waking up one .of
the sleepers. As he opened his drowsy eyes and stirred, a strong
scent assailed his nostrils. Instinctively turning his head he saw his
wife still sleeping, her cheeks red as roses. Her beddmg klcked
off, she was lying on one side wearing only a long woollen vest
which reached to her knees. So her arms and legs were exposed‘ to
the morning air, and the sunshine filtering through the gauze fell
on her white limbs like dancing drops of water. 7 -

— If the sun had reached the bed it must be late,’

As Junshi thought this, he yawned. He bhad turned in very early
and had no idea when his wife had come home, but he still felt ax-
hausted after waking up at three and being unable to get back to
sleep, not dozing off until light glimmered in the window. Then,
only half-asleep, he had dreamed many short disconnected
dreams. He could still remember most of one which struck him as
ill-omened . He shut his eyes again to think over that dream, at the
same time lightly taking his wife’s hand.

Dreams, some say they reproduce the cares of the day, others
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Creation

that they are a subconscious activity, but Junshi believed neither
theory. He claimed not to have dreamed since the age of fifieen.
His wife doubted this.
“You must dream, she often said. “Most likely _after \_iv,aking up
your dreams vanish.’ . . . .-
“You’re the dreamer, he would retort. You not only dream in
your sleep but with your eyes open.”

Now to his surprise he had dreamed, confirming that in the past
he hadn’t had dreams — he hadn’t forgotten them. So he tried to
remember these dreams to tell his wife. He wouldn’t lightly pass
over even such little things, or let his wife suspect him of lying.
He wanted at all times to be believed, looked up to and obeyed, to
have her accept his love with her whole soul. .

He breathed out hghtheartedly and re-opened his eyes to stare at
the sunlight dancing on the curtains. Then the bundle of clothes on
the sofa caught his eye and.he surveyed the whole room, his gaze
finally coming to rest on his wife’s face. For some reason though
sound asleep she wore a faint frown and her lips ‘weré ‘compressed,
just as when she had quarrelled with him yesterday. Of late they
had frequently fallen out. Xianxian often refuted him, and he criti-
cized her behaviour even more often Many of his criticisms
seemed to her sheer contrariness. Her friend Miss Li thought this a
sign of the piogress Xianxian had made recently, whereas Junshi
had regressed. Xianxian shared this view, but Junshi wouldn’t ad-
mit this. At heart he resented Miss Li, thinking she had led his
good wife completely astray. So yesterday he had found a pretext to
let off steam and sharply disparaged Miss Li. What upset Xianxian
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