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Patterns & Expressions

Writing Skills

The atmosphere in ... is ... whereas in ... it is ...
If T was in a similar situation, I wouid feel ...

How o write an informal letter — to describe a
situationfevent, a building, an object or peopte

.. s diferent from ... in that ...
... requires ... while/whereas ...

How to write a story — narration

1 think it would be better ... because ...
Another (dis)advantage would be ...

How to write a formal letter (I) — to aske for
information and make a request

You can ... whereas you can’t ...
I would cboose ... because ...

How to write an article — to describe places

As regards to the service ...
i don't like ... 50 ...

How to write a formal letter (II} -  to make a
complaint

Being robbed of your ... is (not) as bad as ...

The advantages of ... compared to ... are more ...

How to write an essay (type )

What I like most about ... is ...
T would enjoy ... more than ...

How to write a report (I) — to assess the good and

bad poeints of a place and make suggestions/
recommendations

Picture A shows ... while picture B shows ...
People need to ... soasto ..,

How to write an informal letter (IT) — to give news.
invite, accept-refuse an invitation, give directions,
apologise, ask for advice. give advice/suggestions,
explain a sitution

F think that both forms of exercise ...
People who participate in ... enjoy ...

How to write an article {11) — to give information,

make suggestions. list problems or solutions to
problems

[ find that the work of art in ... is ... because ...

What I don’t like about ... is that/the face that...

How to write an informal letter {ITH — 10 give
information and make arrangements

The advantage of learning .. is ... because ...
Students don’t always benefit from ... since ...

How to write a report (II} — to report events and
experiences

I believe being a ... is more rewarding because ...

To work ... reguires ...

How to write a formal letter (HI) —10 apply for a
job

As regards the woman in ... | feel ...
On the onc hand ... whereas on the other ...

How to write an essay (type [D




,i‘nily and Friends

Teaching Focus

Key Words atmosphere confide in carefree humiliation
& Phrases tension peers affection bond
spoil compromise dispute come to grips with
take up strike exotic extravagant
Patterns & The atmosphere in ... is ... whereas in ... itis ...

Expressions | If | wasin a similar situation, | would feel ...
The advantages of ... comparedto ... are ..
... I8 morgfless ... than ...

... allows ... whereas ...

| think ... should ... because ...
| think it's impartant/not important ... because ...
We solve our disputes by ..

Writing Skills | How to write an informal letter  to describe a sitvation/event. a building. an object

or people

Speaking

Teaching procedures

_lep I. DISCUSS THE TOPIC

Direct each question to different students and then have the rest of the class add ideas/extra information

Possible answers
1. You can choose people that you get along with to be your friends but sometimes you might not get
along with your relatives.
2. Because you can share interests and secrets with your friends and help each other.
1 2
g0 you might not get along with » 1o share secrets with/confide in each
vl shembiéirs but you can choose other
#@&ﬁu get&long with to have as « for companionship/fto support each other




friends

+ you have to live with family/necessity

« friends come and go but relatives are
foraver )

= you can choose friends whose interests
are similar to yours

» sometimes relatives can be your best
friends

Step Il. FOCUS ON PICTURES AAND B

© Divide the class into pairs or small groups and ask students to find and note down the similarities and
differences using the ideas and the vocabulary given as well as their own ideas. f students have

trouble completing the task, use the guestions suggested below 1o help them.

Suggested questions to be used as prompts (optional)

* How old do you think the girls in the pictures are?

« What is the atmosphere like in each picture?

+ What kind of relationship do the girls in each picture have?
» How do you think the girls in each picture feel?

® Ask each pair or group to have a discussion and then report to the whole class what they have written

down in their books, and try to draw a conclusion according to their reports.

® The teacher can put the similarities and differences on the blackboard while the students are reporting.
If possible, use an overhead projector to show the similarities and differences you have prepared

beforehand.
Similarities A Diftere ces
+ teenage girls + carefreg/fun atmosphere tense atmosphere
= friends + friendly, secure, good unfriendly, insecure, bad

relationship

+ happy, satisfied
« afeeling of togetherness

relationship (talking
behind someone’s back)
girt unhappy
feel humiliated, worried,
upset, lonety

Step iH. NOW SPEAK

@ Ask one student to complete the first part of the task. The rest of the class should listen carefutly and

when the student has finished, ask the other students to add more ideas.

Unit 1
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® Repeat the above procedure for the second part of the task.

Note: Avoid correcting any mistakes while studenis speak. Pcint out that students are not asked fo give
a detailed description of the pictures but to compare and contrast them in relation to the guestions
asked.

Possible answers

+ The girls in both pictures are/seem to be teenagers.

» The atmosphere in picture A is carefree and full of fun whereas in picture B it is tense.

« The girls in picture A bave a friendly, secure and good relationship, since the girls look very happy and
satisfied. However, the girl in picture B lcoks very unhappy because her friends talk behind her back:
thus, they seem to have an unfriendly, insecure and bad relationship.

= | believe the girls in picture A are happy and have a feeling of togetherness. However, the other picture
shows that the gir! is feeling humiliated, worried, upset and lonely.

» |f | were the person in picture A, | would be very happy and | would enjoy and cherish our friendship
very much. But if | were the girl in picture B, | would feel very upset, and very angry as well.

» if | were in a similar situation as the girl in picture B, | would talk with my friends and ask them to share
their opinions with me and not to talk behind my back any rore.

Step {V. FOCUS ON PICTURES C AND D

© Divide the class into pairs or smail groups and ask students to find and note down the similarities and
differences using the ideas and the vecabulary given as well as their own ideas. if students have
treuble completing the task, use the questions suggested below to help them.

Suggested questions to be used as prompts (optional)

* What's the difterence in size between the two families?

+ What responsibilities do you think the people have in these families?

« How much attention should parents give their children in each famity?
What kind of reiationships exist between the members of each tamily?
What expenses does each family have?

Do you think privacy would be a probiem in either of these families?

® Ask each pair or group to have a discussion and then report what they have written down in their
books to the whole class, and try to draw a conclusion according to their reports.

© The teacher can put the similarities and differences on the blackboard while the students are reporting.

If possible, use an overhead projector to show the similarities and differences you have prepared
betorehand.

10
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Similarities C Differences D
* nuclear families + four member family * seven member family
+ families look united *+ less responsibility for parents/ + more responsibility for par-
+ families lock happy more free time ents /less free time
+ show a sense of security + more individual attention, * in large families older children
support, guidance given to the are often responsible for their
children younger brothers/sisters
» possibility of spoiling children * children may compete for
« children might feel lonely with attention from their parents
only one brother /sister + children learn to share
+ children feel good having lots
* chikdren have closer relation- of brothers/sisters— more fun,
ship with parents more people to depend on
+ fewer expenses + compete for affection
* mare privacy/room *+ more expenses
* |less privacy/room

@ Ask one student to complete the first part of the task. The rest of the class should listen carefully and
when the student has finished, ask the other students to add more ideas.

@ Repeat the above procedure for the second part of the task.

Note: Avoid correcting any mistakes while students speak. Point out that students are not asked fo give
a detailed description of the pictures but to compare and contrast them in relation to the question

asked.

Possible answers

» Both families are nuclear families that look united and happy. They both show a sense of security.

» The advantages of a four member family compared to a seven member one are that the parents will
enjoy more free time and give more individual attention, support, guidance tc the children, that there
would be fewer expenses for the family and that the children would have closer relationship with
parents.

+ A seven member family would have tc spend much more money for expenses.

« Children in a four member family are more likely to be spoilt than those in a seven member family.

« A small family like that in picture A allows much more privacy whereas members in a bigger family like
that in picture B would enjay less privacy.

* The people in a seven-member family may feel iess ionely than those in a four member family.

« Being a member of a seven member family would mean that sometimes you may have to compete

11
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with your sisters/brothers for the affection of your parents and grandparents.

* (d rather live in a four member family because 1 would get more attention, support and guidance from
my parents and I'd have mare privacy.

« I'd like to have many brothers and sisters to share things with me and therefore I'd prefer to live in a
seven member family.

Step Vi. SPECULATE AND MAKE A DECISION

© Divide the class into pairs or small groups. Read through the instructions and make sure that everything
is clearly understood. Ask students to begin doing the task and encourage them to start their
conversation quickly without a long pause at the beginning. During the activity, go around and listen
to the discussions taking place, making suggestions and guiding them according to their needs.
Remind them to use the English fanguage only. The aim of this task is for students to practise expressing
their opinion, agreeing with someone or disagreeing politely, etc.

@ Ask each pair or group to report what decision they have made to the whole class and give their

reasons.
walk the dog tidy up living room wash the dishes | prepare dinner
* has time before = there’s no use doing | * not possible * has 1-2 hours
MR JONES dinner this in the middie of to do this and
* if's a way to relax the evening it could be ready
in time for the
children
* can do this before | = can do this in the * can do so once |+ not possible
goingto work —a [ moming to return to everyone has
MRS JONES | form of exercise a tidy home finished dinner
* can do this last thing | by 9 pm
in the evening
* has time before * can do this last thing | » can do so once |+ doesn't have
ROBERT and after school in the evening everyone has enough time
finished dinner
by 9 pm
+ has time in the * can do this before = not possible * has plenty of
MARGARET | morning and in everyone comes time to do this
the afternoon home

12
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Possible answer  Mr Jones - walk the dog
Mrs Jones - wash the dishes
Robert - tidy up living room
Margaret - prepare dinner
Examples for suggested expressions
| think Mr Jones should walk the dog because he has time before dinner and it's a good way for him
to relax.
| believe Mrs Jones is able to wash the dishes.
Looking at the timetable, | think Robert can tidy up the living room because he can do this last thing
in the evening.
I suppose Margaret has some free time in the afternoon so she can prepare dinner.

Step Vii. FURTHER DISCUSSION

Ask students to discuss the questions in pairs or small groups and then report to the whole class. All
students should be encouraged to use the expressions and vocabulary given in the book.

Possible answers

1. Do you think it is important for children to help
with household chores? Why/Why not?

Model:

« | think it's impartant for children to help with
household chores because if everyone she needs
contributes equally, the family will have more » the child takes everything for granted
free time to spend together. No

Yes » can’t get away with anything like biaming brother/

+ do fair share sister for breaking sth

+ if everyone contributes equally then the family + it depends on the family’s behaviour towards the
will have more free time to spend together child and the child’s perscnality

+ children should learn to take up responsibilities

child’s personality.
Yes
« everyone's attention is focused on the child
» parents can provide the child with anything he/

No 3. What are the main causes of arguments in
+ children should be concerned with scheol only families?
= mother shouldn’t work but stay at home and do Model:

all the housework

2. Do you feel that being an only child means being
a spoilt child? Why/Why not?

Model:

= | believe that being an only child wouldn't mean
that he/she is a spoilt child because it depends
on the family’s attitude towards the child and the

« The main causes of arguments are money, school
grades, household chores, friends, hobbies and
50 On.

* maoney

+ going out
» school grades
+ household chores

13
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+ friends = | would prefer to live in a nuclear family because

» hobbies | would get more attention from parents and |
would be more likety to get what | want.

4. How do you solve disputes in your family? Nuclear family

Model: * more attention from parents

+ We solve our disputes by discussing the problem.  + better off financialty

+ by fighting + don’'t have grandparents telling you what o do

» by discussing the problem Extended family

* by arguing » attention from parents and grandparents

+ by compromising » benefit from grandparenis” wisdom

* always someone at home
5. Would you prefer o live in a nuclear or extended
family? Why?
Model:

Listening

Teaching procedures

Step I. PRE-LISTENING

Before listening to the recording, familiarise students with the following notes so that they can easily
understand the speakers.

Note
be wrapped around their fingers: be controlled by them

Step Il. LISTENING

Play the recording for the first time and check their understanding. Then let the students listen to it for the
second time to make sure that they all understand the listening material.

Tapescript

ACTIVITY 1

You will hear people talking in eight different situations. For questions 1-8, choose the best answer A, B
or C.

14



