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Upset

.By Frank Bennett
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REK T EHBERAAR, BEIRTRAFAEHENE
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ohn stood on the steps of the summerhouse watching his
wife climb into the car and drive off along the lake
road. She was going to the village to get some boxes for
his manuscripts and books.

He looked unhappy. He’d done little work on his book
and the summer was now gone. “A wasted summer,” he had
said to his wife. “Not wasted, John,” she said gently. “It has
been good for all of us.”“But not good for my work,”he had
answered bitterly.

He put his pipe down and smiled weakly as his old dog,
Bingo, came up to sniff! it. The dog did this to be awarded and
he patted it on the head. Then he remembered his unfinished
book and he asked his child hopefully, “Isn’t there something
else you would like to do instead of going sailing on our last
day here?”

The child stopped wiggling her toes’ in the hot dust and
turned up her face and said with an unhappy look, “Do we have
to go home tomorrow, Daddy?”

“Yes, "he answered. “School begins Monday, you know.”

She moaned. She looked small in her swim shirt and frail.

Bingo pushed against his hand and he thought about a
number of things, that he had had the dog longer than his child
who was almost nine. And he remembered that Bingo had been
his dog even before he met his wife, Doris. She had been 18
then and was now 29. For 11 years she had tried to be as old as
himself and he had tried to be as young as she. Now in anger,
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