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PREFACE

Li Shimin (598-649 A.D.), Emperor Taizong of the Tang
Dynasty, was one of the outstanding monarchs in ancient China.
During his reign which lasted 23 years, he appointed able officials of
integrity, willingly accepted their advice and criticism and carried
out a series of reform policies. As a result he achieved political
stability, rapid economic and cultural development and complete
harmony among various nationalities. This period under his rule is
known in history as “the Zhenguan (the title of his reign) Period of
peace and prosperity” which laid a solid foundation for the heyday
of the Tang Dynasty.

Zhaoling Mausoleum of Emperor Taizong, the site of which was
chosen by the Emperor himself, lies on Jiuzong Mountain, 22.5 km
northeast of present-day Liquan County, Shaanxi Province. This set
the precedent of “building tombs on the mountain slopes” for the
succeeding rulers of the Tang Dynasty. In the 10th year of
Zhenguan (636 A.D.) when Empress née Zhangsun died the
construction of the Mausoleum began and lasted 13 years before its
completion.

Shortly after the burial of Empress Zhangsun, Emperor Taizong
decided to have his meritorious officials and immediate relatives
buried around in attendant tombs and designed the layout of the
Mausoleum. During the 100-odd years from the 11th year of
Zhenguan (637 A.D.) to the 29th year of Kaiyuan (741 A.D.), many
high officials and imperial relatives were successively buried near
Zhaoling Mausoleum, forming a vast grand Imperial Cemetery with
185 attendant tombs, covering a total area of 20,000 hectares and
having a circumference of 60 km. The numerous attendant tombs
spread out like a fan on the mountain slopes south of Zhaoling
Mausoleum.

Many of those buried in these attendant tombs were renowned
ministers and meritorious generals in the nearly period of the Tang
Dynasty, e.g., Fang Xuanling, Wei Zheng, Wen Yanbo, Li Jing, Li




Ji, Yuchi Jingde, Cheng Zhijie, Qin Shubao, Yu Shinan, Kong
Yingda and Ma Zhou. Their careers were closely linked to the
important events in the Early Tang Dynasty. Their graveyards were
granted before death and state funerals were held in their honour
after death. The Cemetery is rich in relics both underground and
above the ground. It is worthy of the name of the treasure house of
cultural relics of the Early Tang Dynasty, valuable for the study of
the politics, military affairs, culture, etiquette and customs of that
period.

Zhaoling Mausoleum Museum, well-known in China and situated
in front of the Tomb of Li Ji (Xu Maogong) at the centre of the
Cemetery, has collected large numbers of remains of Tang stone
tablets, stone carvings and other rare relics unearthed from scores of
the attendant tombs since 1971. They fall into four categories: (1)
Frescoes from a dozen of tombs which amount to 600-odd square
metres, second only to those collected by Shaanxi History Museum;
(2) Stone Carvings — The world famous Six Steeds of Zhaoling
Mausoleum was originally placed on the sacrificial altar at
Zhaoling. The extant stone carvings in front of and inside the tombs
still number more than 100; (3) Tombstones and Epitaphs — nearly
100 pieces, mostly written by celebrated calligraphers. They are a
collection of masterpieces of Tang calligraphy; (4) Various Painted,
Glazed Coloured and Tricoloured Glazed Pottery Figurines — rich
in variety and exquisite in craftsmanship.

On the eve of the inauguration of Shaanxi History Museum,
Zhaoling Mausoleum Museum and Shaanxi History Museum
Jointly hold this Exhibition of Select Relics from Zhaoling
Mausoleum in which are displayed more than 200 pieces of
construction material, epitaphs, stone carvings, frescoes (facsimile)
and a variety of pottery figurines of the Tang Dynasty. This
exhibition is unprecedented in the variety and exquisiteness of the
displayed articles in the exhibition history of Zhaoling Mausoleum
Museum. For instance, the Epitaph for Yuchi Jingde, especially the
“Flying White” style of writing on the Cover of the Epitaph are a
rarity of Chinese calligraphy. Li Ji’s Sanliang Jinde Hat and his
Wooden Sword with a Bronze Handle and Gilded Sheath have been




kept from exhibition till now since it was unearthed in 1971. The
large-scale frescoes from the Tomb of Princess Changle, like the
Chariot and Horses in the Clouds, the Guard of Honour and the
Armoured Guard of Honour will also displayed for the first time in
facsimiles of the original size. In addition, the Piyong-shaped
Inkslab of White Porcelain from the Tomb of Princess Changle, the
Reddish Brown Glazed Pottery Double-ear Pot and the Painted
Figurines of Heavenly Guards from the Tomb of Li Zhen, the
Gilded Coloured Beast Tomb Guard from the Tomb of Zheng
Rentai, the White Pottery Spare Horse and the Gilded Figurines of
Civil Officials and Military Officers from the Tomb of Zhang Shigui
are all gems of cultural relics. Also on display are a variety of
figurines of different colours and different postures including the
Tricoloured Glazed Camel and the Mounted Musician Figurines.
The unusual size of the exhibition fully shows the cultural advantage
of Zhaoling Mausoleum Museum.

This pictorial volume which includes all the representative
exhibits is not only a collection of data concerning Zhaoling relics,
but may also serve as a keepsake of the inauguration of Shaanxi
History Museum.

To Shaanxi People’s Art Publishing House, Educational and
Cultural Press Limited (Hong Kong) and Xi’an Foreign Languages
Institute we hereby tender our thanks for their help and support in
the preparation of this volume.

May 20, 1991
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Brief Biographies of the Occupants of
Some of the Attendant Tombs near Zhaoling Mausoleum
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Li Ji (594-669 A.D.) was born in Jiyin, Caozhou Prefecture (now Caoxian County, Shandong
Province). His original surname was Xu and first name Shiji, and he styled himself Maogong. He was
one of the founders of the peasant uprising army at Wagang Camp at the end of the Sui Dynasty. In
the Ist year of Wude, he submitted himself to the Tang Dynasty and was given the surname Li by
Emperor Gaozu. Later, in order to avoid (as a taboo) the duplication of part of his name with that of
Emperor Taizong, he dropped the character “Shi” from his first name and kept just the single
character “Ji”. He had been the General or the Prime Minister alternatively and had won great favour
of the three successive thrones. He died in the 2nd year of Zongzhang and was buried in an attendant
tomb near Zhaoling Mausoleum.

The burial ground was granted to Li Ji beforehand. The covering earth of the tomb consists of
three big mounds, each about 18 metres high, in the form of the character “pin” (f) upside down,
covering a total area of 3,300 odd square metres. This is modelled after the stories of generals Weiqing
and Huo Qubing of the Han Dynasty to make the tomb symbolize Yinshan, Tieshan and

Wudejianshan Mountains in commemoration of Li Ji’s military exploits of defeating the forces of
Tujue and Xue Yantuo.
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Yuchi Jingde (585-658 A.D.) named Rong (in history books, Gong) was born in Shanyang,
Shuozhou Prefecture (now Shuoxian County, Shanxi Province) and moved to live in Luoyang, Henan
District. He was reputed for his military valiance and was once an informal official in the Sui Dynasty.
At the end of the Sui Dynasty, he followed Liu Wuzhou and started an uprising at Mayi. In the 3rd
year of Wude (620A.D.), he submitted himself to the Tang Dynasty, and performed military exploits
time and again. In the coup d’état at Xuanwu Gate in the 9th year of Wude, he helped Li Shimin to
defeat and kill Li’s political opponents and won the first class Merit Citation. He died in the 3rd year
of Xianqing, and was buried in an attendant tomb near Zhaoling Mausoleum.
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Ashina Zhong (611-675A.D.) of Tujue nationality was styled Yijie. He submitted himself to the
Tang Dynasty in the 4th year of Zhenguan and was promoted to Great General of the Right Imperial
Guard and inherited the title of Duke of Xue (his fief). He devoted himself to keeping guard over the
Imperial Palace for as long as 40 years, and fought east and west, north and south on many occasions,
bringing about peace and order throughout the country. He had rendered great merits and
achievements in promoting the unity of the multi-national state of the Tang Dynasty. He died in the
2nd year of Shangyuan and was buried in an attendant tomb near Zhaoling Mausoleum.
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Cheng Zhijie (589-665A.D.), styled Yizhen, was one of the twenty-four meritorious officials who had
contributed to the founding of the Tang Dynasty. He used to be a famous valiant general of Wagang
Insurrectionary Army towards the end of the Sui Dynasty. After he submitted himself to the Tang
Dynasty, he made military exploits time and again, and was promoted to the post of Biaogi General
and granted the title of Duke Luguo. In the 2nd year of Linde, he died of an illness at the age of 77. He
was buried in an attendant tomb near Zhaoling Mausoleum.
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Li Zhen (625-686A.D.),the eighth son of Emperor Taizong, was granted the title of Prince Yue. His
mother was the imperial concubine Yan. He “was good at riding and shooting, versed in literature and
history, knew how to handle official affairs and was thus a capable Prince in the imperial family”. In
the 2nd year of Chuigong (686 A.D.) he started an armed uprising together with his son, Prince Chong
of Langya, against Empress Wu Zetian, but was defeated and killed. In the 6th year of Kaiyuan
(718A.D.), he was buried in an attendant tomb near Zhaoling Mausoleum.
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Zheng Rentai (601-663A.D.), named Guang, was born in Xingyang, Kaifeng Prefecture (now
Kaifeng City, Henan Province). He followed Li Shimin and his father in an armed uprising at
Taiyuan at the age of 17, and was promoted from a petty officer finally to a Great General and gained
the titles of the Highest Meritorious Military Officer and Duke of Tong’an Prefecture. He died in the
3rd year of Longshuo and was buried in an attendant tomb near Zhaoling Mausoleum.
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Princess Changle (621-643A.D.), named Lizhi, was the fifth daughter of Emperor Taizong. Fer
mother was Empress Zhangsun. She was married to Zhangsun Chong at the age of 13, died of a
sudden attack of a serious illness when she was only 23 years old and was buried in an attendant tomb
near Zhaoling Mausoleum.
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Zhang Shigui (586-657A.D.), styled Wu’an, born in Lushi, Hongnong Prcfccture (now Lushi
County, Henan Province), was one of the peasant uprising heroes at the end of the Sui Dynasty. In the
13th year of Daye (617A.D.), he turned to follow Li Shimin and his father and made military exploits
successively. He was promoted to Great General of the Left Imperial Guard and granted the title of

Duke of Guo (his fief). He died in the 2nd year of Xianqing and was buried in an attendant tomb near
Zhaoling Mausoleum.
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Duan Jianbi (617-651A.D.), niece of Emperor Taizong (daughter of his sister), was married to one of

the Zhangsuns at the age of 18, and died of illness at the age of 35. She was buried in an attendant
tomb near Zhaoling Mausoleum.
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Yang Wen (568-639A.D.), styled Gongren, was an imperial clansman of the Sui Dynasty. After he
surrended to the Tang Dynasty, he was granted the title of Duke Guan’guo. As he rendered
meritorious military service in pacifying Liangzhou Prefecture, he was promoted to the post of
Military Governor of Luozhou Prefecture. When he grew old, he retired with the title of the
Second-Rank Informal Civil Official. After his death, he was granted the titles: the First-Rank
Informal Civil Official and Military Governor of Tanzhou Prefecture.
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Li Mengjiang (624-682A.D.), daughter of Emperor Taizong. Her mother was Lady Wei, a
high-ranking imperial concubine. She liked calligraphy when she was young, and was much doted on
by his father. She was made Princess of Linchuan with a fief of 3,000 households. In the 17th year of




Zhenguan (643A.D.), an additional fief of 350 households in Hongzhou Prefecture was granted to her.
After her death, she was buried in an attendant tomb near Zhaoling Mausoleum.
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Li Zhen (617-665A.D.), the son of Li Ji, was promoted to the post of Magistrate of Zizhou Prefecture.
he was buried along with his father in an attendant tomb near Zhaoling Mausoleum.
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Niu Jinda (595-651A.D.), named Xiu, advanced to the post of Left Xiaowei General.

FBF(5955—645%F) EELRBEE » HIBEA -

Wang Jun’e (595-645A.D.), advanced to the post of Left Wuwei General and was granted the title of
Duke Xingguo.
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An Yuanshou (607-683A.D.), son of An Xinggui, a general of Anguo State (non-Han nationality)in
the Tang Dynasty. He was taken into the mansion of Prince Qin at the age of 16, and climbed up to
the post of Right Weiwei General. He died in the 2nd year of Yongchun and was buried, according to a
special edict, in an attendant tomb near Zhaoling Mausoleum.

REXA(656—721%F) EEHZHEHEBRVRIND(EERERGE) 24 o M A SHEBE -

Madame Qibi (656-721A.D.), daughter of Qibi Heli, a general of Huihe nationality in the Tang
Dynasty, who had advanced to the post of Zhenjun General. She was buried along with her father in
an attendant tomb near Zhaoling Mausoleum.
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Li Shimin, Emperor Taizong of the Tang Dynasty
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