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Taiyuan., a city of natural beauty. has a cultural history of 2400 years. It also has very rich resources
and is known far and near as a centre of coal mining. iron and steel smelting. ceramics and handicraft.
Since the founding of the People’s Republic. Taiyuan has become one of the important industrial bas-
es. It has built an industrial system with the industries of metallurgy, coal mining. machinery building
and chemical industry as its mainstays.

Taiyuan only began to forge ahead as a centre of energy, heavy and chemical industries of Shanxi
Province. a few years ago. W ith expansion of economic reformin the cities Taiyuan has made progress
in economic and social development. In the past fewyears, industrial and agricultural output has doub-
led. municipal facilities have improved and there is a brisk commodities market. People in Taiyuan are
lead ing a very happy and prosperous life. In the future, Taiyuan hopes to have greater exchanges within
China and with the world. We hope to introduce Taiyuan through our book Taiyuan City which is part
of the China Cities Encyclopedic Series.

In encyclopedic style, this book introduces in detail all the aspects of Taiyuan: from geographical
features. natural resources to politics, history, economy, industry, agriculture. municipal construction.
tran sportation, postal. and telegraphic communications. education. culture. medical care and hygiene.
nationalities. religion, historic and cultural relics, folklore and native products. This book also deals with
the evolution and development of Taiyuan and the great achievements made by socialist construction.
The rich content and fresh materials contained in this book provide an ideal introduction for readers.

When this book was nearing completion, the Communist Party of China was convening its Thir
teenth National Congress. Looking ahead. we are sincerely convinced that guided by the spirit of the

Party’s Thirteenth National Congress, we shall make more strenuous efforts to turn Taiyuan into an
even more beautiful and attractive city.
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