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Bird’s eye view of the neolithic site at Banpo, Shaanxi, China
This is a museum, first of its kind in China, which is dedicated
to the preservation of the site and to archaeological researches.
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Museum of the Banpo site, front view The arch-roofed
hall shelters part of the site unearthed.
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Museum of the Banpo site, interior view Exhibited in the rooms here are the
unearthed objects, including tools and articles for daily use. They reveal to
us how the primitive people lived and made their life colorful.
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Sketch map showing the southern-Shaanxi sites ;
attributed to the times of the Yangshao Culture o
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The Banpo
site before
excavation
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The Banpo site during the excavation From 1954 through 1957, five excavating
operations were made here, over an area of more than 10,000 square metres.
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The Site of a Neolithic Community at the Village Banpo
on the Outskirts of Xi’an, Shaanxi Province

Situated at the centre of the community, the living quarters with
cottages and caves was surrounded by a ditch. Beyond the ditch there
were graves. A pottery yard lay to the east. The establishments were
so distributed that the whole community constituted an organic whole.
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How the tribesmen lived In the vallay of the Chan River villages were
built by a people who lived by primitive farming, hunting and fishing.
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Three-dimensioned map of the site
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The village recovered A typical village
inhabited by a matriarchal commune.
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Moat protecting the

300-metre long sector e
village.
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Ditch Two ditches, 1.9 metres in breadth
and depth, run through the village.
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village The moat, of which a
ists, formed a circle round the




6 EKHRENEABBNRE Ruins of a semi-subterranean house

7 ¥ THEEENR A semi-subterranean cottage recovered
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Ruins of a
round cottage
Round the cot-
tage dozens of
holes where
poles had been
planted were
discovered. Re-
mains of fire-
places in the
cottage were
also found.
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A round cottage recovered
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Ruins of a rec-
tangular cottage A
more advanced mo-
del than the round
cottage, the rectan-
gular house with
twelve pillars typi-
fies primitive Chi-
nese architecture.
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A rectangular
cottage recovered
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Ruins of big shelter No. 1 With a space of approximately 160 square
metres, the shelter at the centre of the village was inhabited by the aged and
the children and also served as a place for gatherings.
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Big shelter
No. 1 recovered
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Ruins of a pen Believed to be where the domestic animals were kept,
the area is 5.7 metres in length and 2.5 in breadth.
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Clay holder of a post This is a ring of baked clay to hold a post supporting
the roof. In the hole where a post was planted pebbles and shards have been
found. There are signs of ramming. The whole thing is recognized as the
earliest Chinese rodal of the plinth.
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Series fireplace The bigger ones
of these fireplaces were built out of
doors. A half-a-metre-thick layer of
scorched earth discovered near this
fireplace shows that it was in use for
a remarkably long span of time.
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A storage pit All of the total of
200 such pits unearthed were out of
doors. Those dugged out in the later
stage of this village are in the shape of i
truncated cones, with the bottom much
bigger than the mouth. ]
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