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HHE
KERRORS IN THE SILVER COINAGE. OF KIRIN WWO<HZOE.
An Investigation made by E. Kann.

Before dealing with the subject matter let us recall that, until 1929, Kirin Province was
one of the *'Three Eastern Provinces’, then popularly known as Manchuria. When, in 1931,
the latter seceded from China, Kirin province was estimated to have occupied 267, 753 square
kilometers, holding a population variously given at between 5 million and 7 million people.

'There is uncontrovertible evidence that, already in 1882 ( the eigth year of Kuang Hsii ),
stlver coins wore minted in the arsenal, situated in the capital, also called Kirin. A one-tael
and a half-tacl piece was struck, more or less by way of essay. However, two Years later an
entire series of silver tael coins was produeed, consisting of 1 tael, 7 mace, 1/, tael, 3 mace and
1 mace. This series was of a peculiar, distinctly pretty design, was excellently executed and
had only Chinese inscriptions. No errors are known to exist.

It-was in 1901 that the Kirin mint obtained new, modern machinery from abroad. But we
have clear evidence that, already about 1895, the imntww of silver coins of the dollar series
was taking place, as the coinage of tael pieces was discontinued as unsuccesful and unpopular
in 1885. The production of silver dollar coins consisted of the following maboswuw.aoum” 1deollar,
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50, 20, 10 and 5 cents in silver. With copper coins we are not concerned here.

Toward the end of the past and the beginning of the current aaﬁzww Kirin was a province
©of minor importance and with a small and poor population. The ossvmﬁ of its mint was quite
considerable, mw@@omp:% when measured by the aforementioned standards. It must be admitted
that the installation of a molera minting plant in 1901 was not tantamount {0 an improvement
in the output; on the contrary, one might safely state that the innovation had consequences
‘which might justly be styled retrograde. .

The coinage of silver proceeded, as far as the dollar series was concerned, from about (895
to 1908, in which latter year it ceased altogether. During the imperial regime of ficials wero
selected from amongst the literati. Every government official of standing had to have an
excellent education, especially as regards the Chinese classics, It is therefore not to be wondered
at that no errors are known to exist on the obvorse of the Chinese silver coinage in general, and
of Kirin’s coins in particular, , |

On the other hand, errors on the reverse of Kirin silver coins, as shown by the ingceriptions
in the English language are to be found in multitude. The frequency of such mistakes is remar-
kably recurring. This fact can be explained by the surmise that the maker of steel dies was
ignorant of the English language, an attribute which was equally applicablo to his superiors in
office. The population of Kirin Province of fif ty years ago could not read or understand { oreign



languages; one might safely stute to the extent of 99 per centum of the total. Had any of tho
native populace been able to detect the many errors found on Kirin’s coinage, he probably would
have remained indifferent to the fact, as long as the coin had the ?.cmoﬁ_uam fineness and
weight.

In speaking of errors in the legend it must once more be reiterated that these occur on the
reverse only, where inscriptions in English are found. The center of all Kirin’s silver coins is
occupied by the dragon. Above is invariably found: KIRIN, PROVINCE; below value, varying
according to denomination. It is mainly in the latter direction that numerous mistakes are
oceurring, These latter may be divided into (a) basic errors, and (b) ::w::m:ﬁ mistakes.

(a) Bagic Errors:

1% coin is wrongly inscribed > 7, CANDAREENS. 2, It should read® 72 QPZU;mmZm:M

50 cts coin ” * 8, CABDAREENS. 6. ” " " 86 CANDAREENS";
20 ctg ” o > 1 MACE AND 44 CANDAREENS:” " 14,4 CANDAREENS;
10 cts * * * CANDARINS. 72, P 7,2CANDAREENS;

5 cts ”’ " i "’ 36, CANDAREENS, * " 3,6 CANDAREENS.

Apart from these universal basic errors, we find inconsistencies, insofar as Candareens is
sometimes spelled so, but at others as Candarins. In the dollar values we find the last-menti-
oned spelling until 1901; but from then onward invariably CAINDARINS. All these designa—
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tions are meant to give a translation from the Chinese, where the denomination is indicated in
terms of the K’uping tael weight. It needs no emphasis to point to the fact that the aboso-
mentioned deviations are distinctly basic errors.

(b) Individual Errors:

Quite apart from theso basic mistakes there is an endless row of specific errors to be founl
on the reverse of Kirin’s silver coinage. In the tollowing I am citing such, as faras I have
found them in my own collection. These examples are derived from specimens directly available
to me. But undubitably there are many more errors extant, and I am fully aware of the incom-
pleteness of my enumeration. The numbers mentioned in brackets here are merely reference
numbers from an cssay on the subject written by myself, but not yet published in print,

(1) 5 CENTS:

° .,L HO Hmwm Zo. Ms Ma y *~ Anﬂv ﬁﬂv
CANDAREENZ “ T 15Rne up ( : )

on issue of 1900 (No. 11)
(2) 10 CENTS:
CANDARINS. 12 on issue up to 1898 (No. 39 )
CANDARINS. 78 » 1898 (No. 40, 40a, 40b )
CANQJARINS. »? ” 1898 (No. 41, 41a,.54 )

KIRIN.PROVINCI., 7 ” 1898 (No. 46 )



CANDAPINS » ™ 1898  (No. 48 )

"KIPIN. PROVNCE » » 1898  (No. 49 )(double error)

KIRIN. FROVINCE A " 1898 (No. 53a) ‘

CANRADINS " 1898  (No. 55 )

KIRIN. PROVINIE » 1898  (No. 58 ) |

DANDARINS » 1901 (No. 74 ) _ m

KIRIN. PROVNCE " ' 1901  (No. 75, T7 )

KIRIN. PROVNCE Rl 1902 (No. 79 ) :

ODANDARINS »” »” 1908  (No. 83) M
(8) 20 CENTS:
In this category many errors in transcribing from the Chinese are noticeable; The value is *

arranged in varying spacing of the English letters. In very many instances we find one single
word only, appearing thus: IMACEAND44CANDAREENS, While this admittedly is incorrect,
it oceurs go frequently, that it i wiser not to be considered an error.

ONEMACEAND 44 CANDAREENS, on issuc up to 1898, (No. 108)
ONE MACE AND 44 CANDATLEINS, 7 i , (No. 104)
PROVINCE IMACE AND 44 CANDAREENS, *, (No. 105¢)
IMACE AND 44 CANDAREENS, » , (No. 106)
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IMAC EAN D44CANDAREENS,
I MACEANO 44 CANDAREENS,
IMADEAND 44 DANDAREENS,
IHACE AND 44 CNDAREENS,
IITADLCAND 44 DANDAREENS,

I MACE AND $ CANDARHAHNS,
KI4IN. CANDABEENS,
CANDAPEENS,

I MACEAND 44 CANJAREENS,
IMACEAND 44 CANDAREENZ?,

I MAC EAND 44 CANDAREENS,
CANDAPEENS,

CANDAREENZ,

CANDAPEENS,

IMADEAND 44 CANTQAYEENS,
KIRINE. I MACE AND 4.4 CNDAREENS,

} 2] 79 »” "

PROVINCD. IMACDAND44CANDAREENS,

"

LA

2y

"

vy

1] , AZO

* ’ AZ.O.
” » (No.
* , (No.
” » (No.
”? , (No.

v s (No.

1900, (No.
v ¥ (No,
1902, (No.
1903, (No.
1903, (No,
1904, (No.
» » {No,
* , (No,
1907, (No.
1908, (No.
" y (No.

K
1061)
107)
108)
109)
110)
113)
114)
122)
123)
132)
135)
136)
142)
243)
144)
156)
159)
162)



(4)  HALF-DOLLAR

Also in this denomination there are numerous errors te be found on the reverse of the coin.
The half-dollar coin of Kirin has the standard size of 832 mm in diameter and a thickness of
1'/, mm. But there was an initial issue without date, much smaller*and thicker than the stand-
ard piece, which apparently never was more than an essay, made before 1898 This issue
displays an English inscription of *“ 6, CANDARINS. 8 ”’ (No. 163), while ‘“ 3. CANDARINS.
6 " was meant, though this designation also is wrong, for correctly it ought to have read *‘ 36
CANDARINS . ‘

'Other mistakes found on half-dollar specimens are:

3. cANDARINS. 6  PROVINcE (No.170 )  on issue of 1898.

3. CANDAPINS. 6 (No. 174,175) " ”

8. CANDAPNS. 6 (No. 177,1778) &

3. CANIARINS. 6 (No. 180 ) " »
” (No. 186 ) T 1900

3. DANDARINS. 6 ~ (No. 19 ) » 1901

IMDEAND 44 DANDAREENS ** (No. 197 ) & ”

S R S R D A N AN D N NN

* Size 23 mm in diameter; 2 mm thick,
** This is a double error, since the half-dollar coin bears the inseription of value of the
20-ceni piece.
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PROVINCE 3. CANDARINZ. 8

(No. 198 ) on issue of 1901
PRVOINCE (No. 199 ) » ”
3. CANDARINZ. 6 (No, 205 ) » 1902
3. DANDARINS. 6 (No. 206 ) ” .
PROVINCE , (No. 215 ) ” 1904

g. CANDARINS. ¢
(6) ONE DOLLAR
Here the number of errors is much reduced.

e

PROVINCE (No. 238,242 ) on issue of 1898
CAINDARIN? (No. 253,253a, b.) ” 1901
PROVINCE CAINDARIN?Z (No. 254,254 ) oo ”
PROVINCE (No. 261, ) * 1903
” (No. 265,267 ) ” 1904
3. CAINDARINS. 6 * (No. 2768,276a ) » 1906

R S A N N

* Instead of 7, CAINDARINS. 2
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