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Preface by Halliday

Foreign Language Teaching & Research Press is to be congratulated
on its initiative in making these publications in linguistics available to
foreign language teachers and postgraduate students of linguistics in China.

The books are a representative selection of up-to-date writings on the
most important branches of linguistic studies, by scholars who are
recognized as leading authorities in their fields.

The availability of such a broad range of materials in linguistics will
greatly help individual teachers and students to build up their own
knowledge and understanding of the subject. At the same time, it will also
contribute to the development of linguistics as a discipline in Chinese
universities and colleges, helping to overcome the divisions into “English
linguistics”, “Chinese linguistics” and so on which hinder the progress of
linguistics as a unified science.

The series is to be highly commended for what it offers to all those
wanting to gain insight into the nature of language, whether from a
theoretical point of view or in application to their professional activities as
language teachers. It is being launched at a time when there are increasing
opoortunities in China for pursuing linguistic studies, and I am confident

that it will succeed in meeting these new requirements.
M. A.K. Halliday

Emeritus Professor

University of Sydney
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ERKF

HER, BRXEEIRENE, BERAHEERE, HHA
T—Mu BT RANAL ., F4E. BHIE. AIHEWASLT;
HREEFNMNAETFAALT,;, TREXFTEELHER
w57, BEFH L EAELAERS T, RETU LA T L,
FAETFMRNABEFHAELIZEA, ATHAEXANE
By A RBEER, R XH B RN ERIT. BHTHEH
URRXEFREFTAER, ¥ ANE, REXE, MR L
RENBEHZFMEFENAST —RAXR (ERENSETFS
BB EEFEXE),

XEEHBEE ARSI EEXEE, CEAETIETFSN
AEFF 28 M0 XFH, IRPFPRERNELAHAXEXHF
RERFRzZEHHEH KM, BREABANERNESTFE S NA
BEFAY, IEREBEETFRA M EHRFREBATE —
V&

RN XHH, HEFL2FLR? KWK, REBXE
WXTrHBE-—RERFZFINRT, EHLE2ZL, BE—FH
RKGEFENSERBTAM, FEWh— RSB EH X E
FRERMBEELE, BXEE,

BNAFLRNXERRAFE - FHF N EBEHFRERH
HHERIW; RNFLZCERNEHLERAIEEETFEL .
BEMR T EMEEHF T ERIAFERNERINE; RNF
2, HTZXEH, BF¥E5NABT¥E L WA R B RAH
HITTAE; RMNFLE, BLEXESH, FEMEHKTFAE.
REHRXHRDELEIRE, TRAERET Ao

MERRNMWEE, TRAN ABRHFER, TANAXEER
TEWAHEHLER? RINAE, REXRXFE -TAHARME
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MER, gt X EFHASHENER, BILARE £ —
E AR A

RMNBHFSA—F, ANEBAWHEHFIEETEEN
FEEXTAERGERN, ERXBTRZABLEEHF .

EEEHRFE, BAEIRNAEF AR E£H. EE
R, T TEMEXNET, CERGEFE, TEH
AENB#THHEEN, EELEF2HEHRR, & HIE
EEEHEXFA, AREANESY, NEHEALASOFKRER
A, ATTHEH#AEBEESFAHEAAFE,

EEEEAFE, RNAHTE - RFrEw. LT 2
Wit . AAM, 1957T £ E I RAR AT LEREEF F,
Hp) 4 # 2 Chomsky; # 8 AW, EF 4B H4 X1,
AHEAR, BEEFRAABNFT EARAFET®, THEF
BAAE/ R,

FENEHRE, EREFERERSALEAES R TN, A
AUAXHRHERERR, TEEE, WH AU HBER
BEHER, FTEOE, EANBRXHERFZLE, F£7
DA, RELW,; HTHARMEFARERKE, % £F
BB RFEE, WHEFAAL,

FRxkbe s, RNEAHFH, AAKRNEmA G, %
HAhEKH, BAUFEETART. FT&#E, KN
FESNEHER, HLEEANAREE, BRATENHSE,
FRERMETREHE X,

EHBEXANAER, BRMNAEFRFET T X

—FE, EEBH, RNKE, KF, KAKRELERT
B, BRINARE —F2LE, OFAK—RIEEREZH,
EE¥E5NAEEYNETH¥AERZIATRANEN, 2
YERT LALLM, BRETF. BT R ITFREHAER,
BRNBANT HE; A%, BEXFALHAHR, RINEK
T HXWERFEF,

B—rHE, BNE#ETEN AW ELARF, Bt &
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FHAAPEXRE, VEXHTER., FEFPNAEE
¥EXEAFEE, WEHEBRRTRABELKE. AT H
-8z, AXEYE -—MFENBEERETT -7 F
EEWSEM K, BHE T AERREEL, EREAEH A
FE-TREMH, BHEEMAHBE &, — T8 FFRE,
¥EER

EHERAXH, RNBEZHFZEHAMNRNSEN, &
TR EFEEMR; RNEEFTSHARE; #dEFF
#EREEXN, BEXNEERBEEMAFEHR; MAEE
HET-—K, #HRNAUELXTFHAR; BEXARIRKZE
EEMEAEMRNELINERAL, F-REFFPULA
BEY, AR THERNHETER, ANV T E
HEHAW, BRNAHRULEEA-ATH, FINETHE
B, HZUE, bA K.

EE A S

IR H R
i B oh

Fiz2



— H = A &b
~ lgnxﬁb

EERASEMEEMARE, FNESESS CH, AEKPH
WRER B, ABEHIE, EMEHEEMA, RERKTAHASM
TR, FEER I ERSE, ARERARFINES.

EEAREMEME L (ontogenetic development), #0 A8 HI 8 4
BE—H, A - THRERLEFAETHRERT: BEEE -4 MK,
TEEIES, REAISSEST, &ER, NEAARPREN; 2
BRI T+HE5RERERBIFT, wiBs KRR, MBS E
L MEOF & 7 (babble), 29 —% H BB 4], —% 4 A4
&, BTHAESHE, CREAERESIENEEAR. RESIAM
ABEERANHBRYEANEISE LR, HEMERETFE K.

EZR AN R TR A MEE S (species-specific ability). &5 42
— M ERNAEAG, LU RIBER . iR, Ak, BXETR
%, BATEAEZHEMEUNMAMA L. XTMEERREFSRE
AEEMIUERMOE X TFRRRAMER LR EGMAE. ASH
CHYMHBRN EEREE T ABEAXE IS RERLITHE,
WE HA i, WELAIERE RN MRS RN . RED
MEBSHREENT - ERKASPNBERERMERNESHS (lin-
guistic sign), BENEEAEME, PHEAFNHEE. MEXLER
EAMAES S LREHFNRE T LB —SAREFFSHES. A
BB R, BMRAARTHE, ENAS AR XL S ki
T, IARENEAD R AR

ESRARB—MEXAN. REMBEMIA. LIEEMNF “Who
did Tina meet?” A, FHEMEXHE BB, TAOTH AL MR
#—FRFGEE . WA, A%, BXEFEARE. FADRE S AE
Ao 48 A~ 1E B S 2R (phonological representation) . 8] N BB F LR E
E (W0 did & do W ) WEREX, W
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who: /hu/, BEMRIMCIE, 85N

did: /did/ = /du/+ i3 £ R, BizhiA;
Tina: Aime/, HH KA, A
meet ; /mit/, #iE, “®ER7.

HEEAWREBERBEZIBF BN, WFBE (phone). iE FIFIE
(phonetic feature) . HWHEMERE, ULRTHERGEHTE, WMIES
MELE 5 {7 (phoneme) . K BI4FAE (distinctive feature), LA J% iX B8 4% fF
TR EEE R, B 7T RICHESEHUS, EH8 aEEER
(syntactic representation), A REHMB AP HERIMARERW., B
ARG, AWM TFTRIEEREL.

meet t2

ANEREAXFMAERER, STHFOLEEE, HAXRHAESR
FWHBRWES (v, V', VP; I, I', IP; N, N, NP) & X-fT
IR T E R, WIS MNMAE XPESE—ESN X' # X B R
& (Specifier, B} Spec); HEE B X' X R X HMxbE, FEU FHE
xR, CHsMER 1P, 1 MMER VP, VHIMER NP, B Tixi
ALEANL AL, RN B RHKIEFMBE, MRIESIAE TRIEZA,
FIELTHIBEZA, MERENERAAELRBRENERENENMNE,
AT L EARSR, A BEIEEE AR who BT 3] 1] 4 By B % 0 3 9] I &
i, TR FHERN "B x= A, Tina (FE) B <7,
MYtEE, ABIEBFEI KRN —FIANEHESNER2E, &
IETEREXMERZ R, ZEH (module) BIEH, A& TXMHA
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AR R EBRETHREEWEN . SE=ZTHEPFEMRRIESE, R
ARAEE . WRB (vocalauditory channel) XEBMIET, MEH&
FMFEBEREEFTER. KHIME., T VERMAE, T2EEBUT
B MRENENRREERHE N, BE [(FR], iR, 5 E
NEFREMNALEH,

EAMEREARS, PANMEEEEX -FEREEVHFS RS,
B-TEAB¥REXMAHRRE, YRIEFEXFARESCIEL
THYSEROHEE, MERINTES ORSERE B R, 3
BERERINMNAE -THENEEMN AMFRRREAR THEBRIAR . Hlt,
BEHEBARBR TMEFHHREREWV, LR OEY, T¥. iHE
BLR2E . KRR . ARESERLENRE, $A21HE, EF
KB MANEBFER RN - MEESZ,

=, iBEXRiL (nativism) RETCEEEESNS

ABESRIRENABEERN? WRINHESTEANAR, HEK
IANAE KBEE S MR, BN ER AN R, KRECA&—&ES
MRS A AL FIE S M L HLE, B, KITEMARSEAEEFTER.
KHFFAE . W2, WA, XAFBReFEEHIR, FAEILHEAR
EEAERREE AR, MEMmE . A, A F R U AL
& HATER, AMEVHERESHESRIEE, HPaEXMES Y
WAFAE (linguistic universals), XEHTEMET ARBSHWEALABRHE.
MHEBILBARHFARAR—, MEWHAEENET HIRMILH,
Ptk EAREMA R, NTEBNEEE, XMIES KRR ELU
Chomsky NE M A RIBEFRNIBEEHEGM, AXMHMEE, LEE
BIEFHE— [¥F] W38, mME MK mEEik., SN
HHESHMHEFAZEERERIBEES RENSRE, Bik—&ms, H
(#6181 (acquisition) —ia A [# 3] (learning) B [18] KB4
P

RS, EEARBIHARE - BRABREZH MRS, EE
EWERAAECEE KUY RE, &R WATIT N E X (behavior-
ism) KB, WHIILEFESEHRANED, 2id8R/E R
(operant conditioning) KRt (reinforcement) MIKBIET . UKIEN
B, NS car XA, WTRERLERWT T R AFEX MY EKETIE [kal,
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RGN, WHREERALRER, B RIBR, XA R0E 2 &
b, B8 “Who did Tina meet?” X #a] = 2 i FEHLH B K. L
Skinner HREZMITHELHER NN, RE-HEFHBER¥YS—E1T
B, AMBRBEARNBEESREARAENHMEHEREL, THEX
MEFREELER L E UM (anti-mentalist), E&FIAANRK AT E
ML EBLHE, RINETEHNETEED, SHUALTEBRBEKXR
BHRESREBHEI, ELEESHRITEHUKEE.

BTET KRBT R ENS,, FHESREHER, £FH=
s, XMMEBAANKBA FEN ARG, PERKEXLL
HERSMAEPRIER, NTIKBES, EXEANNEHA—ERIE
BARSGMAERFEMEEN, WE—-BRAFEES. B, NEEF car
EMAMNEEMES, HER “who did Tina meet” X HE Y [a] 4] 1) K
B, WE—EHFH . HF . BE. B9 KEREEN: SEXEIA
HEEH, iE/NBEREIE car KB F BRI, A7 3 E B E A M BRR
HERERFOARRE, B8R, #H. EE. KLSFAAEHRDBEINRSE
Wit RO FN, HFARNNAEEETREBE. BXHMWA, MK
MWl o BE R A M, RS XA EBRNEFT AR, ME
— RO H E AR ES . AFOHEER Plaget MIBEERBHNEERET
XFWE . AN, BERAEN—MLEFSHRENIFEERILY
ABTRAFTE, MELEAMARAT —ERANE, Ed5FRNHR
WM ZE S BWERMNINGE, BEERESANAREEFEUMNXR,
B RTE LGB NSRS, 35X R L B 28 3 00 ) T BFF ST W6 28 A 0
BEH EMLESRIBRMHERX R, K, DMEXTYERENE (ob-
ject permanence) BJTAIR, 54t AT1MT B FF 46 (3 A 320 T 2K B9 3 7T BE A BR
Fo. XN BEKR—NEHHHEES - MEHHENKNESR (nesting)
WHIBE S, ST HEE (embedding) H XK.

NEKRHIMEMBEETEZESHR, REFARMESLRE
SRS ENE, Hb B RARENEAY (modularity of mind)
[, #BE Chomsky ME R, KINBFEFRAHR, Bz X
AR RSE . MERE . LEGENEREEZERRESE, ETREN
AL RN A EEARE, MEF-PFRERXRES. WRIETE—
PMEEARNE, 2T ESRITENNGANRGERTE, ESHREHR
WAL RIBESMIRA RS, AR, WRARAESHEAER
TR, BEIIES KRB RBR AR RN —AFT,
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HHABITARASERRERRESTHI? XHTERBRA N
—AERE o B B8E  (the poverty of stimulus argument), A KB E
ERSERB—NES KRBT RBEMEHP A (the logical problem of
language acquisition) , BHIPLE R (Plato’s problem) ., & FEMBL, A
EESHEENIBRPEIREMARAR., &k, FEN, A&
KHFREMNEBEZRENESFFEEN. A\EAREEERF, R&E
IR R, EEEIARZMBERT AABBRINHKREEST? X
MERHEBEE 18t A—FXBMEFTHRSIRIESKEN
#HE

EEHEENMASE B ZEMNAXTFR, ATRHUTHAFEEA, K
W, RABERLHELEARAMNERAENH, W “The man who lifted
the cat which the dog that chased the moues bit was a policeman” X >3
ERNTRART =ZEXEZTA, ZHATHEZERVCAENSHAEKRA
SILERIES . R, DEHRARLHEXMERD, XRBETA
B ERaRNENFAELKRAER. FEVESTHHEBILHR
ZHER, B MAANTAIEBSE, BEA B ANERETTFREEE,
MHEREHE FRAEEE. WEENAGEHE “Tina wrote the po-
em”, “The poem was written by Tina”, LAM& “The book costs ten dol-
lars” BREASHEMHEIEMA T, M “ * Ten dollars are cost by the book” A
BRAGBEERN, R, ARENASEEWILERE, CEFREIREE
HMEREAAHLEN, XERAVILEESAEER, RENMETEREN
BELRWHE, BA—BASEZY4ENIBENASGEENGT. BAW
B, Af1F 3% “ x Ten dollars are cost by the book” X AR & 8/ F K
ERMMTGE? BRAE —SAFELLBTMABRWES RUMELEM.

—HAUAARWAERSHERESHIE, Sig#H— L THRIES
BRRSESFHELNEY AR, BE¥ELMPLESETIRY
RIBE, WLESHYE; BEEREHANASEFRERILEESED
B ERRIEESAS, KRB THRLEMMTUEREEAIES, fAHEB
B R B NEIEE. R UERBETHIRAINER, AA
HEEFERMERANBER, MiEE RETRHE SR EE 0K
TIEES, BEaEELERIESHREEM MBS, R,
ILEESHHAMEENESERI AR,
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=, FHNER

ABIEE NFEILEIES ¥R Helen Goodluck #HE, — v
HEERNWMIRE, EHAESFHRERMIRILEES, HiEEHE
BHHRRTHEESRERR., EEZEHRXRFUMSANELENH
RS, EXHHERNEL, BRFES5RILY GEE¥ERE5ES
#H 18 (Linguistic Theory and Language Acquisiton) (1981 %, W& #
TH#BEHRE) —F, BILEEFHN—AEHIBE,

AF BRI Chomsky FITEF (paradigm) RFFTILEE S KE, A
FiEEXBRIE, RAET BB —MEH, EAM THEARR
GRS, BPHNFIES . M. BXEFEI XK, —F @
BORSCUE M B AT R, B HREETHERSE, U LER
BEREUEIILEES FREI, ABXHIE. F % AE ORS00k
NMABEHER, BEAHHIL (Government Binding Theory) & #iiki&
EEA, THESHRENETEN BT LB FE (suprasegmental)
i,

MRAEHEEMES XKBLME, 2 PR RIES WL, B
WIEFHHETR, BRASHEMN ., Wb, B TESANERA TS,
—BABRBESENDSHMANENHNER, B TRAES ¥HER,
EBERIEZEA —FEMBEFTEMR, MEEMANRILELE,

SRS EE, BT EMEE, F=, = W, AEED
BESHARBASNEERNEL, EAERTHAEMADNEE, BFLE
MAIILENESITHN. BERNASEHBEREIBHELE,

B “BE¥X5EBFHRA/” WRIE SN (linguistic compe-
tance) MIIEZITH (linguistic performance) XA T EM S, N EiEE
KIBHRE S GEE. WA, G, B, FABEFREBUEHNKY
BRI,

BB “BEREMNEE” NH Roman Jakobson X FIEHF KRN
EZEZEHMBIE (discontinuity hypothesis) . HZEF L HEH, REFINL
BERESHRARR, BMfIOANEETREEARENE, ZTRUHA,
EERRTARETMERPUTEN THE ZEX B H AL LA
1 (feature geometry), BAF RFHEMNEFREHRNERK,

F=F “WAINEEREF” N8 THICER%¥ (Lexical Phonol-

=18



ogy) AXMEHMNELE, N AHEHMNEE T (inflection) BLIE4E
(derivation), A R HL W A BEF= ¥ (productivity) W E i HAE K,
M- ) LEHRAUESL TR EE IR (level ordering) ROUHEHMELE L.
AERBRFEABESHROERNE, FH OB RIEMENEEEFERT
EAMKE, SRR EN - LEINERRMGILEXEE, TS
KBS AEFERE X,

BNE “HEMIRBT NEREL, RIEPHEREN, AT
X FEES X (Principal Branching Direction) I3, A RFH X
FE1E (pro-drop) KITAR . B R =EANS /NEWEE AR, fEET
WTHRMEE, #shm, gaa., shidhEFEEGREAE. REETiE
TILERWEELESEWIAYA, LA XiE X331 (semantic bootstrap-
ping) fRiX.

BHE ‘%, BYXRBHU#H—SER EBREBHENKEG. 1F
HEEAHEPLE (verb movement) HIABEAAHT, FEANKR THBAK
#i18, ANERMILEEBRSEE TSR BMY ., M, EFEBEN
HTETEFE. RREBSNE. MH . ARIFESFEHTEHMKREHRE, Ba,
RERTELITEABREN —HELUR S XBHEERMIILEES
WE.

BAE “UH. FESEFIR NESKBRWEREBMNIES K
BEEY (critical period) FiTLTBE S AR, EHARTRZHEE, Hix
AR EEEESHEIBFIHIER. £FBEAATSHREHAEL (pa-
rameter setting) , FEH FHEBE M (subset principle) 3B, U
BIEESRBRESERE, Wi, EFEFNTEEMNPNEEST
(motherese) FFRERMEEBMIER. BEITIR T AREALANE (modu-
larivy) X Praget 3HAHIZBMIES KRB

BLE “ESTAINER HHEBESHENSESTAZENXE,
KHBTHHEETR, LEEZRPHESHTIEERER TR
T EIEAES HiR. fEHE R T — &8¢ F JL B FA% ) T 5K i 1 UMK,
INNHAT 8 (syntactic parsing) RBEXEHARERHEGE. I,
BABT—8LELHEEELEHNEE TN,
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Preface and Acknowledgements

This book is intended as a text in language acquisition for use in linguistics
departments and courses in cognitive science. I have used various versions of
the manuscript over the past few years as the basic text in an undergraduate
introduction to language acquisition, and as background reading in graduate-
level courses. The book is subtitled ‘a linguistic introduction’ because it
focuses on the acquisition of aspects of linguistic knowledge that are of central
interest to theoretical linguists: phonology, morphology, syntax and seman-
tics. The prerequisites for the undergraduate course in which I use this book
are a one-term course in syntax and a one-term course in phonology. A back-
ground of this kind will certainly make the book easier for the reader and will
make him or her more capable of reading critically. However, I have tried to
include enough basic detail to make the book usable for those without that
background. Undergraduate students from psychology and computer science
have sometimes taken the course for which I use the book as a text without
the prerequisites and with great success. Introductory and semi-introductory
texts that may be useful to the reader without a background are, for syntax,
Cook (1988), Radford (1988a), Van Riemsdijk and Williams (1986) and Sells
(1985); for phonology, Halle and Clements (1983) and Goldsmith (1990);
and for morphology, Jensen (1990). Kempson (1977) and Fodor (1977) are
clearly written elementary semantics texts. They do not deal with recent
developments in semantic theory, but the background they provide covers
most of the semantics-related topics in this text.

Language acquisition, broadly defined, covers far more than the topics in
this book. Little or no attention is paid here to the role of language in the
child’s development of other skills: social skills, reasoning skills, mathematical
skills, etc. None the less, the book may be useful to specialists in such fields
who want to get a sense of what the child has achieved at the level of core
areas of linguistic knowledge at a given point. That said, it has to be added
that it is scarcely possible to write a comprehensive sketch of the childhood
development of knowledge in core areas of language structure. In the fol-
lowing chapters the reader is introduced to the ‘logical problem of language
acquisition’, the ‘projection problem’, the ‘no negative evidence problem’, etc.
To these we might add the ‘yawning gap’ problem: namely, that there is in
general a large disparity between the level of detail provided by linguistic
theory in the description of adult languages and that provided in language

F20



Preface and Acknowledgements

acquisition studies of the development of that adult knowledge. So it is easy
in teaching a class or writing a text on language acquisition to find oneself
stopped short when it comes to saying how the facts of this or that linguistic
analysis relate to children’s linguistic behaviour; the detailed, theoretically
well-informed studies of language development very often are just not there.
There is no way around this problem (apart from giving up) other than to
work harder at using the insights of linguistic theory to model and study the
development of language. Many recent studies have done just this with con-
siderable success, and it is such studies that I have placed some special
emphasis on in the text.

1 have been writing this book at an average speed of one chapter per year
for about as many years as there are chapters: so some chapters will seem
more in tune with this or that (once or still) hot topic in the particular area(s)
dealt with in the chapter than others. Chapters 2 and 3 are of about 1984-5
vintage, with some revision in both; chapter 7 was written in 1987; chapter
5 was written in 1990; and the remainder were written — and often substan-
tially rewritten — on and off between 1983 and 1990. It is easy to see new and
potentially interesting directions in each area; for example, the last couple of
years have seen quite a spate of new discussion, pertinent to the topics in
chapter 7, of the interaction of pragmatic and discourse knowledge with early
stages of syntactic processing. However, my impression is that there are no
new results so basic that they do away with or solve the problems and
questions discussed in that chapter or, indeed, any other.

I have been helped by comments from students in classes in which I used
the manuscript text, as well as comments from colleagues who read longer
and shorter stretches of the manuscript at various stages — Patrick Griffiths,
Paul Hirschbiihler, Ann Laubstein, Geoff Leech, Doug Pulleyblank and Peter
Schreiber ~ and those of a reviewer from Basil Blackwell. Janet Fodor, Tom
Roeper and Larry Solan provided a great deal of help by way of encourage-
ment and realism. And numerous others provided stimulation and infor-
mation. | am grateful to Philip Carpenter and his co-workers at Basil
Blackwell for their help, including their kind but persistent reminders about
deadlines.
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